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Statcs Dcparttric~lt of Agriculture has decided to 
nlxke a 5pcclal study of tllc metllods adopted by 
Colonel Thorpe. 

3 NOTABLE BOTANICST, C d l l E E E  

T HA\ L before rne the "Report of the  Botan- 
i ~ t" t o  the Reqents of the University of the 
State  of New Yorlc, bearing datc of January  
1, I hiis, covering It,,.: tlian two pages, ant1 
zignetl by Cllarles TI. Pecak. There is internal 
evidcrrce tliat his services began J u l y  1, 1867, 
tllc msitrr reporting what he hntl acconlplished 
i n  thc half year since tha t  datc. h year later 
the " I:el)ort of the C o t a i l i ~ t  " c o ~ e r c d  about 
hfl paqcs and inc.lndcil a short gcncral statc- 
nlcnt follo~vcd by ("4 ) List of Species of Which 
$peciinens ITavc Been 3 lountc~l ;( R )  P lan ts  
C!ollei~tcd; (C) 'ist of Spec& of Which Seeds 
i'lave Ecen Collcctetl; ( I ) )  Spc~cimens 0l)tainccl 
by C'ontr ibut io~~and li:xcll,lrigc; ( E )  Edible 
F u n g i ;  (P) Species Gromil~g Spor~tanrouqly 
ill tlic State  and Not  Before Rrportrd. This  
general sequence of topics has been charactcr- 
istic of the long line of a ~ i n u a l  reports tha t  
followed these made forty-six years a g o  

The latest report i n  ibis  srrics was issued 
Septcxniber 1, 1913, and mas cntitlcd the '' Ee-
port of the State  Rutar~is t  fo r  1912." Like i t s  
predcccssors in  recent ycars it  contains a n  in- 
troiluctory general stalcnicilt followc~d by ( A )  
Plant. Acltleil to  the I ierbarinm; (R) Con-
tr ihi~tors  and Their (Yorltribi~tionc; (C) Spe-
cies not  T3cforc Reported; (TJ)) Ikn ia rbs  and 
O l ~ . s ~ r ~ a t i o n s ;(li:) Kern Species of Es t ra -
liluital Fungi  ; (3')Edible Fungi  ; ( G )  Poison-
ous Fl lngi ;  (IT) Ci.nlnrgus in Kew Yurk. 
F o u r  plates (of fungi)  and a n  index c.on~plete 
tlic pmnphlet of one huntlrccl and thirty-seven 
oct2vo pages. 

i l s  one loolcs back ovcr this long scricc: of' 
rcjsorts, 811 from the l ~ a n d  of one man, Dr.  
Picli ,  lic is powt3rfully impressed with the 
thol~gl l t  of what such a life of scientific activ- 
it3 has inearit f o r  the dcvrloprnent of one 
branch of lrnowletlge in North America. I 
mas a young teacher just en te r i~ lg  upon the 
~vorli  of enlxnleraf ing the plants of Iowa x~llcn 
these reports began t o  appear, and remember 
with grntitnde the help they gave me, and the 
still  inorr helpful correspondence which begin- 

ning then has continutd to  tllc present. And 
this  is  not a n  intlioidual experience, as may 
be secn by ruizniilg over the lists of those wlzo 
sent their difficult specilncns to  lliin fo r  dcter- 
mination, and rrportetl by hiin mlder the 
lic:rtlir~g of " Co11tril)utors and their Contri-
hutiolls." The younger botanists of to-day 
have growl] u p  with a n  a b ~ ~ n d a n c c  of boolis on 
the I'unqi, and with compctcnt mycologists i n  
PO tllany of the cnllegrs ant1 universities that  
i t  has  h e n  as easy for  t h ~ n i  to learn the riamcs 
of the fungi  as ot' the flowering plants. The-y 
h a r e  not found it nc.cessary t o  scnd their 
specimens to a far-away specialist for  &leu- 
mination. So we sllould not expect then1 t o  
have the s:nnc fcclirig with regard to a carear 
like Dr. Pecli'q, as those of us  have whose 
uorlr began half a century ayo. Yet fo r  their 
s:~I\-c?we may wcll pause hcrc t o  enumerate 
some of the principal thing., i n  thi-, ma~l ' s  
life. 

C'harles TTorton Pccli was born 3Larch 30, 
1833, a t  Sand Lake, N. Y. ITe grnduatcd 
from TTnion (Iollege i n  1859, witli the tlcpri.c 
of bachelor of arts, anti later he was given 
the dcgreo, of A.11. and r).Sc. by the same 
institution. F o r  several Scars (1959 to 1867) 
lie follow~tl the teacher'.., ~~rofcssion,  firht i n  
the Rallcl Lnlre (lollrgiate Institute, and later 
the Albany Clnssival Tnqtitute. Then he  h g a n  
his real life work as botanist for  the Kew 
Yorlc State  Xuseu1-n. :tt Albarly, and this 112s 
rontilnred unt i l  tlul prcrcllt timc. 

And now w l l i l ~  we write the satklcninq word 
comes of such iucrcwsing pllysicaal infirmities 
clue t o  atlvanci~ig years as may wcll require 
hinl to  rest froin his long years of labor. 
There arc to-day rnfiny botanists all ovcr t h ~  
co~iiitrywho will reatl thi.; latest rcport witli 
old-time interest, atlclcd t o  a personal recard 
for  the veteran who has long occnpiecl so 
prornirielrt a p h c c  i n  the botanical fiel~l. I t  
is given to few men to prepare such a report 
as this latest one a t  the age of four  scorr 
years. I t  is tlie fortunc of few t o  htavc 
crcctetl so notable a monnment as he hac i n  
the serics everywhere kno~vn as "Pcclr's 
Reports." 
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