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THE CHARACTERIZATION AND CLASSIFI-
CATION OF BACTERIAL TYPES:

THEE vast majority of students of miero-
bial life are preoccupied with immediately
practical problems, and most of them have
been trained for their work from the stand-
point of some practical art, medicine, vet-
erinary science, sanitary engineering or
agriculture, rather than from the more
general and fundamental standpoint of the
biologist. The Society of American Bacte-
riologists was founded as a protest against
such necessary but dangerous specializa-
tion, to bring together workers in all fields
for a consideration of their problems in the
light of the underlying, unifying prineiples
of bacteriology as a member of the group
of the biologic sciences. It is this ideal
which distinguishes our society from any
other organization in America which deals
with microbie life and its effects.

It is of course fruitless to attempt to
draw any sharp distinction between pure
and applied science, and it would be a
great pity if, as we gather year by year,
we should fail to discuss together many of
the more special problems of technique
with which we are concerned. In particu-
lar it is well that we should exercise the
widest hospitality toward those branches
of our science, such as dairy bacteriology
and soil bacteriology which have no techni-
cal societies at their disposal, such as are
available for the specialists in medical and
sanitary lines. We should be untrue to our
highest mission, however, if we failed at
the same time to emphasize those phases of
our work in which this society of all others

1 Presidential address, Society of American Bac-
teriologists, Montreal, Canada, January 1, 1914,




