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The Secretary of Comrncrce bas, however, mission will cost a t  a lninirnuln $500,000, 
talren pains to bllow that the issue is b s  no fifteen per cent. of ivl~ich belongs to Canada, 
means a non-partisan one. On October 12, fifteen per cent. to Japan, and seventy per 
1913, S e c l ~ t i ~ r y  cent. the of States,Rcdfield appeared before the to treasury the TJnited 
Rouse Committee on Expenditures in  the under the treaty of July 7, 1911. 
Department of Commerce and thus expressed (;EORGE C1,,4~1<A R ~ T I J B ~ I , ~  
llirnsel f regardilrg the law of 1913 : (( 1d ~ a l lLC 

to cooperate in any may within my law- T ~ I E  PRESERVATIOB OF ANTTIIIOI'OID APES 

ful  power or withill the scope of my personal To TI<]: EDITOROF SCIEKCE:The sllggestion 
ability in carrying out to the spirit and to the of ProfPs,or Robert Yerkes in Scrl:jycF,of May 
letter what I regard as very wise legislation 1, that perrllallcnt stations shoI~ld Ise estalslished 
for tile protectioil of our fur-seal herd." IIe in tropical coulltries for the preservntion of 
eve11 went further and anno~~nced arlthropoid apes in order tllat observations of to the corn- 
mittee that he h'ld discharged the chief of the '\ralue from a l>sycllologicnl standpoint be ob- 
Alaslra division of the Bureau of Fisheric.: tained, prolnpts nle to urge tile same thing 011 
and tllc naturalist of the fur-seal herd7 be- anotlwr ancl lnorc important ground. As 
CRIISC, forsuoth, their "mental attitude" to- rea;lt.rs of Scrl:xc'c douk,llebs know, the clues- 
ward this Inm mas not Tight. 111 other wol,d.;, tion of the c t io loq  anti tile trcntrllpnt in a 
because t'rlesc nien believed the lam was a 1luiilbcr of clib~asps which Ilavc hitElerto bafffed 
mistake, t l t e ~  wcrc tlisciplined. inve~tigators, probably will depend upon the 

The new cortlmission is therefore in a uqe of these apes as of cupcrilnellta- 
clilemma. Tt irrust find tlle lam of 1012 to be tion, all(] for this, if for llotllillg c1.e their 
right or else to he wrong. I n  the one case, extinct,ion slrould be ~>re\-cnted, 
in a single season's work and with opportunity If. CYrre~onn 
to get first-hanrl information on vital matters 0&1\r1a, NEB. 

-cut off, i t  nmst either review and turn down 
the ~ o ~ l i  of an eminent body of men acting 8CIENTIFIC  BOOKS 

on unlimited data. or else i t  n1us-t colltradict Clean FVnter and nowl o  Get I f .  By 1 % ~ ~ ~ 
the expressed helief of the very authority IInzl.:s. Second Edition. New York, Jollu. 
~ ~ n d c rn~llich the colnlnission acts. Wiley & Sons. 1914. Pp. 181. $1.50. 

nileanmhile there hangs over the rommission Sttidies ill m7aier Szspply. By A. C. FInusrrow. 
and its worB a most heavy forfeit. The law New Yorlr, Maclnillan Co., Limited. Pp. 
of 1912, in so far  as i t  prohibits the Billing of 103. $1.60. 
male seals, was adjudged unnecessary eig.llteen These two volulncs may well be considered 
years ago; the increase of 12: per cent. in the together, for they occupy the same general 
stock- of breeding seals in 1913, the s~cond  field, although their scope and method of 
senron urlclcr exerrlptiorl from pelagic sealing., treatment arc quite different. Both authors 
fully bears out this decision. The Secretary are aclrr~owlcdgcd experts in the subjcc'ts witti 
of Conlmcree has in his posqcssion to-day ade- which thcy deal. 
quatc data t o  ~~rarrtrnt ITaaen7s boolr is decidedly Amcricau inthe immedi:rte repcal of 
the law. S1;ch repc>al now n~ould permit of point of vicw and makes a strong case for the 
thc resunlption of aormal laitd sealing in 1914 filtration of public watcr supplieg as a nlenns 

tho taking of the 11:llf iniliiorr dollars' worth of protecting municipalitieq against typhoid 
of sealslcins ~vhiC.11 the llaulii~g grounds of Ihe and otl~er fornls of disease and for the im- 
I'ribilof Islmtds st:lnrl reaclg to  yield. 'dlTelost provement which can be so produced in the 
a like sum in iD1::  tllrongh the operation of appearance, taste and orlor of surface matclrs. 
the law. Thc delay necmrary to lct the nc-cv By some, the boolc mill be rcgardcd as too 
corninission make its report mill inevitably re- condensed to give a comprcllensivc knomlcdge 
p a t  this lob\. I n  short, the rcport of the com- of the rnany topics dealt with, but the 
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volume is not intended to be exhaustive. I t  
is such a statement of the essential principles 
of American water purification practise as 
JIr. Hazen's large experience as a consulting 
engineer in this field has led him to believe 
would be useful to  beginners. There is no 
better text-book for persons desiring a knowl- 
edge of water purification in the United 
States. 

There are eighteen chapters in Afr. Ilazen's 
hoolr, including such topics as water supplies 
from rivers, lalres and wells; the history of 
water purification in the United States; stor- 
age of filtered water; use and measurement 
of water; suitable pressure to be supplied in 
water worlrs systems; effect of iron pipes on 
water, and the layout of worlrs. The subjects 
dealt with include sand filters, mechanical 
filters, coagulation basins and aeration. 

The boolr is well-ilhstrated with half-tones 
and is produced with the usual excellence of 
the Wiley press. The first edition, published 
seven years ago, has been revised and ex-
panded. 

TTouston, the bacteriologist and director of 
water examination of the Netrol?olitan 
TTater Board of TAondon, has produced a hook 
in which he has explained his vievs as to the 
extent of the dancer to be apprehended from 
l?olluted river xvatcr and how that danger is 
avoicled ~vitliout filtration by T,ondon, the 
largest and one of the healthiest cities in the 

The American arguments which have heen 
built 11p without opposition in the last twenty 
years and which seelr to account for much of 
the excessive prevalence of typhoid in Ameri- 
can cities as caused by pollnted surface water 
are declared to be inconclusive and not in con- 
sonancp with ascertaiilable facts. 

Dr. I-Iouston maintains that  a watershed 
may be exposed to manifold pol l~~t ion  and the 
river draining from i t  impure. as judged by 
ordinary chemical and bacterial tests, but the 
water mag nevertheless be shown to contain 
none, or scarcely any, of the microbes of 
water-borne diseases when tested by methods 
of proved value. 

The American theory to the effect that the 

incidence of tuberculosis, pneumonia and 
other diseases not othemise suspected of be- 
ing water-borne can be greatly reduced by im-
proving a public water supply is incredible to  
Dr. Houston. 

The book is actnally, but not formally, di- 
vided into two parts: Thc first tends to free 
the River Thames and the River Lee, which 
supply LontJon with 80 per cent. of its drink- 
ing water, from the full gravity of the charge 
of being sewage-polluted rivers, and the sec-
ond presents evidence that the self-purification 
process employed by London to prepare the 
water for consumption is uniformly efficient. 
There are eleven short chapters. The topics 
include water and ciiseasc; the financial value 
of pure water; sterilization processes ; storage 
in relation to pnrification; the question of 
abstraction; sources of water; bacterial meth- 
ods and much information about the remarlr- 
able water supplies for London over whose 
quality the author has had official supervision 
for many years. 

GEORGEA. SOPER 
NEWYORKCITY 

Studies i n  8eeds  and Fruits. An Investiga-
tion with the Balance. H .  B. GUPPY. Lon-
don: Williams and Norgate. 1912. Pp.  
xii -t 528. 
h careful rearling of the research work, de- 

tailed in this volume, has abundantly repaid 
the reviewer. Guppy cominenced the inves- 
tigation, as a study of the rest-period of seeds, 
using in his research merely a sharp knife, 
pocket lens, balance and oven. The first chap- 
ter details the histoyy of the investig a t'on. 
The second chapter describes the three condi- 
tions of the seed, viz., the soft pre-resting 
seed, the contrastet?, hard-resting seed and the 
soft, srvollen seed on the eve of germination. 
Observations by means of the balance are 
made on seeds in all three of these stages. The 
third chapter is concerned with the imperme-
ability of seeds and its significance, the filth 
is a classification of seeds according to their 
permeability, or impermeability, while the 
sixth chapter gives additional evidence. The 
mhoIe book is full of tables and is  loaded with 


