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broqgbt to bear upon the problein of flood 
control, and also a great aid to navigation and 
irrigation, because of the better conservation 
of water in the soil for springs and streams. 

I t  is ,a problem with which the individual 
farmer of an intellectual turn of mind can 
experiment in a small way, But above all it i s  
one ~vliich needs, even demands, the attention 
of the federal government and many of the 
agricultural experiment stations. 
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INan address a t  the annual banquet of 
Teclmology alumni in January, overn nor 
Walsll sngqcsted a closer cooperation b~tween 
the institute and the state. The result lias 
becn, in its successive steps, the appointment 
of a special committee to  consider the matter 
by Jasper Whiting, president of the alumni 
association, a conferelice with the governor in  
Xarch, an  investigation of all the sources of 
information and a report to the alumni coun- 
cil on hIay 25. The latter while i t  has natur- 
ally bcen based on the institute and its 
resources groves to be so broad in its applica- 
tions that there is place in the plan for all the 
ins t i t~~t ionsof the state that  can give advice. 
"When they are so harnessed to the state's 
interest," thc report reads, "they will consti- 
tute a great state university geographically 
diversified, possessing the niomciitulrr of vdu-  
ablc traditions, the strength of long years of 
experience and moral i~liluenco through their 
great alumni bodier-all this making of them 
units, which if assimilated by a wise state 
policy will form a coordinated system of eclu- 
cational fitcilities, which in its broadest sense 
is a university." 

First there is recommender1 legislation wliich 
shall jnurease and r~gularize the services of 
nlcmbers of the faculty of the institute (and 
other institutions, to be specified in  the act) 
on state boards and commissions, either as 
membcrs or in an advisory capacity. Such 
legislation should be applicable to all state 
commissions ~vhic11 COII&XC~ requiringwork 

scientific or tcchiiical slrill or advice. Sug-
gestions for direct payment for such services 
direct to tlrc institution are made, qince it is 
best fitted to apportion such payments bclwcen 
individual service and the use of the labora- 
tories of the sd~ool. 

The second rocommcndation is that the use 
of the laboratories alicl shops of the institutc 
be p lac~d  at  the scrvico of the state under 
appropriate conditions which mill safeg~lard 
the educational purpose of the institute and 
the administrative needs of the stale. X'o 
direct charge should be made for the use of 
these laboratories, but the state should bear 
the expenses of labor and material plus a 
fixcd sum to be added to cover wear and depre- 
ciation. Provision shu~xld be made for an 
equitable adjustment of this charge. 

For its third suggestion the committee ad- 
vises tlie establishment of a bureau of technicaI 
information, which shall without charge fur- 
nish to the state and the public, advice which 
may be obtained without su1)stantial expense, 
either in furnishing ordinary scientific in-
formation or indicating the lines of inquiry to 
be followed. 

Tlie comniittee recornmends the appoint-
nlent by the governor of a permanent com-
mittee on cooperation to carry into effect these 
recommendations, to study further the needs 
of the state as to closer cooperation between 
i t  and the institute and additional means of 
making such cooperation effective. Such a 
committee would also look forward to a sys-
tem of cooperation betwccn the state and the 
various other educational institutions. 

Thc committee finds that from its inception 
the DIassachusetts Institute of Technology was 
intended to serve tlic scientific needs of the 
state and its people. I ts  charter looks to aid- 
ing the advancement, development and prac- 
tical application of science in connection with 
the arts, agriculture, manufacture and com-
merce. I n  thiq department of its activities the 
cominittee finds moinent~l achievements to the 
credit of Tech in many different divisions of 
worli-. I n  fact t l ~ e  wliole history of the insti- 
tute shows that the i~lstitute has given to tlie 
state and that tlie state has drawn freely from 
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the  institute. The state has availed itself of 
the  faculty of technology and of the  shops, 
laboratories and experiment stations and it has 
furnished problems for  the student body. But 
all of this, the: committee believes, has  been 
in a n  incidental and casual way. There h a s  
been cooperation undefined, unguided and 
fra,mcntary. It has lacked the stimulus of 
continuity or organization, the  spur  of recog-
nized s tate  service. " T h e  t ime has come," 
writes the committee, " t o  formulate the  union, 
t o  make it official, to dse end tha t  the institute 
may be streng-thcnecl, i n  power and prestige, 
and tha t  t.he s tate  may derive i n  ful l  the 
benefit a t  hand." 

PRESERVATION OP THX NATIONAL MONU- 
MENTS OF CHINA 

PRESIDENT FAIRFIELD of the  HENRY OSBORN 
American &Iuseum of Natural  History has 
addressed under date  of May 14, 1914, t o  
Secretary of S ta te  Bryan and  t o  President 
Y u a n  Shih-k'ai of China, t l~efollowing letters 
relative to the  preservation of the  a r t  and his- 
torical monuments of China. 

Secretary of State, 
Washington, D. C. 

Sir :  The Chinese race furnishes perhaps the 
greatest of all records of human society, and its 
future is closely associated with the destiny of so-
ciety in this hemisphere. Our country contains an 
ever-increasing number of men and women devoted 
to the hope of China's triumph in modern civili- 
zation and government, in which case she will ex- 
tend her matchless social and human experiment 
continuous from the remotest times unbroken. In  
this connection interested persons and institutions 
in the United States are seeking to establish in 
China a school of archeology as a means to encour- 
age protection of the antiquities of China and pro- 
vide for study there of China's ancient history. 

On account of the ruthless destruction and 
plunder of antiquities in China since 1900, involv- 
ing American citizens, the following individuals 
and organizations represented, having memorial-
ized President Yuan Shih-k'ai as shown heremith, 
have the honor to request your aid in the official 
transmission of their memorial herewith enclosed, 
directly to Peking. 

Furthermore, we have the honor to request: 

First, That the Department of State, through its 
officials in China, use such means as it may deter- 
mine to discourage all American citizens from van-
dalizing in China and from trafficking in broken 
and stblen sculptures and other archeological and 
art works of historical value belonging to the 
people of China, and to render aid with counsel 
wherever possible to shield Americans from be-
ing involved with plunderers of Chinese antiquities, 
and in all ways possible assist in preserving the 
good name of the United States, its citizens, 
agents and institutions, free from connection with 
the destruction of Chinese monuments and antiqui- 
ties and the trafEc in stolen and otherwise immor- 
ally or criminally obtained Chinese objects of an-
tiquity. 

Second, That the Department of State, ofiicially, 
semi-officially or unoficially, as  possible, through 
its officials in China and elsewhere, disaourage the 
plunder and destruction of Chinese antiquities xa 
times of peace or war in China, whenever opportuni- 
ties permit, and support and encourage the Chinese 
officials and people in taking effective means to 
conserve their antiquities for China's benefit and 
the benefit of other nations. 

Respectfully submitted, 
(Signed) HENRYFAIRFIELDOSBORN, 

President 
PRESIDENTYUANSHIH-E'AI. 

Sir :  We have learned with profound concern, 
that through various! evils of modern origin, mon- 
uments and antiquities in China invaluable to pres- 
ent and future generations of Chinese and to the 
world, have been irreparably lost and destroyed; 
that the high material value put by Western civili- 
zation upon antiquities and products of art show- 
ing the progress of mankind, has lately resulted in 
the commercialization, plunder and destruction of 
antiquities in China beyond the power of ordinary 
influences to control; furthermore, that. such 
plunder and destruction not only are despoiling 
China of some of the garments of her ancient civ- 
ilization, but actually tend to break down Chinese 
society by depriving the Chinese people of their 
heritage, besides crippling research and education, 
and retarding progress; 

Therefore, having a friendly interest in the good 
of China and the republic, and having in mind the 
interests of enlightenment of human welfare gen- 
erally, as well as the responsibilities devolving 
upon the nations and upon all well-wishers and 
friends of China, we have the honor herein to 
memorialize your Excellency and respectfully and 
earnestly to urge as follows: 


