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THE NEW PERUTIAN EXPEDITION UNDEX 

THE AUSPICES OF YALE UNIVERSITY 


AND THE NATIONAL GEO- 

GRAPHIC SOCIETY 


LASTSaturday there sailed for Peru the 
topographical division of a new expedition. 
The chief engineer, E. C. Erdis, of the 1912 
expedition, had sailed the week before. In  a 
short time two more members of the expedition 
will sail, and as soon as the maps have been 
completed and are ready for use, the scien- 
tific members of the party will leave for the 
field. This will probably not be until early in  
1915. 

As in 1912 the expedition is under the joint 
auspices of Yale University and the National 
Geographic Society. Unlike former expedi- 
tions, i t  will cover a period of two years, in- 
stead of being confined to one field season. 
Three members of the expedition, the chief 
engineer, the chief assistant, and the assistant 
topographer, will be in the field for a year and 
a half, or more. 

I t  is our plan to make a geographical 
reconnaissance of a portion of southern Peru, 
including the Cordillera Vilcabamba and por- 
tion of the Apurimac and Urubamba water- 
sheds. 

This region is a part of the eastern edge of 
the great Andean plateau. The Cordillera 
Vilcabamba is a chain of dissected mountains 
rising 16,000 to 20,000 feet above sea-level, 
situated between south latitudes 12  and 14. 
Their bases are clothed with tropical jungles, 
while their summits are mantled with snow 
and glaciers. In  the main they are unexplored. 
As one of the most inaccessible parts of the 
Andes, they have been occupied from time 
to time by the ancient peoples of Peru. In 
this region are the ruins of Machu Picchu, 
Palcay and Choqquequirau. 

The reported presence of other ruins and the 
actual existence of some that bave been seen, 
but not studied or mapped, make the region 
a particularly attractive area in which to study 
the problem of man's origin and distribution 
in South America. 

The character of the land formations in the 
neighborhood of the ruins should enable some- 

thing to be said in regard to the number of 
people formerly occupying the region, the 
causes of the location of the cities, buildin@ 
and forts, and the reasons for their final aban- 
donment. 

An examination of the ruins, studies of the 
styles of architecture, and of the artifacts 
and other remains that may be found fairly 
near the surface of the ground, should even- 
tually enable a classification to be made, 
which, in connection with biological, physio- 
graphic, linguistic and historical studies, 
ought to result finally in unravelling the 
puzzle of the ancient civilization of South 
America. From the standpoint of biology, this 
area is believed to contain a large number of 
species new to science. From the standpoint 
of anthropology it is one of the least known 
and most fruitful areas in the Andes. 

The pl,an of work will include the making 
of a topographical map of the region north- 
west of Cuzco between the Apurimac and 
Urubamba Rivers; a detailed geographical 
reconnaissance of the more lofty portions of 
the n~ountains, including a study of the large 
undescribed glaciated region; the establish-
ment of two meteorological stations at  differ- 
ent elevations for the taking of systematic 
records for two years; a study of the distribu- 
tion and history of food plants of this region; 
the collection of data respecting t,he forms and 
distribution of vertebrates, particularly mam- 
mals and reptiles; a survey of the present 
Indians inhabiting this region, including a 
study of their dialects, the collection of anthro- 
pometric data, and the collection and study of 
the skeletal remains; an archeological recon- 
naissance of the entire area, and a continua- 
tion of the studies begun by the first expedition, 
looking toward a geographical interpre-
tation of the Spanish chronicles of the era 
of discovery and exploration, with particular 
reference to the identification of ancient place 
names, the story of Machu Picchu and its con- 
nection with the history of the Incas. 

The staff of the expedition consists of: 
Ellwood C. Erdis, chief engineer; Rerbert E. 
Gregory, geologist (Silliinan professor of geol- 
ogy in Yale University); George F. Eaton, 
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osteologist (curator of ostcology i n  the Pea-  
body Museum of Ta le  University) ;Albert 8. 
Hardy, chief assistant; C. F. Westerberg, 
assistant topographer; H. S. Arnold, M.D., 
medical adviser; Phi l ip  A. Means, assistant i n  
archeology; I;. M. Kirl<patrick, secretary. 
The surgeon has not yet been named. 

1 3 1 i t ~ ~Brr~naar, 
Director 

T A E  COMMITTEE OF ONE HUNDRED ON 

SCIENTIFIC RTCSEARCE OF T H E  AMEE-


ICAN dSSOCIATION T O R  T H E  

ADVANCE&fENT OF 


SCIENCE 


Tr~rscommittee, authorized by t h e  council of 
t h e  association and  appointed a t  and after the 
Atlanta meeting by President Wilson and 
President Eliot with the  advice of the com-
mittee of policy, met a t  the  Cosmos Club, 
Washington, on the afternoon of April 20, 
1914. Mr. Pickerinn was i n  the chair, a n d  
tho following inembers were present: 

fiIcssrs. C. L. Ahberg, E. W. Brown, J .  McIi. 
Cattell, C. 13. Da~rcnport,R.E. Guthe, George E. 
lIalc, Ibss G .  IIarrison, L. 0. Howard, C. S. I-Lnwe, 
Ti"7lliam TI. Iiowell, W. J. TXumphreys, William W. 
Kaen, C. Kenneth Mees, Gcorge A. Miller, E. L. 
Nichols, Arthur A. Noycs, I-Tenry F. Osborn, I<. 6. 
Pickcring, I ra  Remsen, Frank Schlesinger, Elihu 
Thomson, 0. H. Tittrnann, Thomas L. Watson, 
Artkur G. Welsster, William M. Wheeler and R. S. 
Woodw-ar d. 

The  membership of the comxnittee was corn- 
pleted by elcetion, and there was a long and 
important discussion on  scientific research i n  
Anierica and the mcans by which it can  be 
advanced by the  committee. Among the ques- 
tions fully discussed were (1) the  use of re-
search funds and the establishmentof a ten-

t r a l  bureau undcr the  auspicw of t h e  associa- 
tion, the National Academy or the Smith-
sonian Institution; (2) research work i n  edu- 
cational institutions, the extent to  which it is 
supported and should be  regarded as the  func- 
tion of the  institution and i t s  professors and  
instrnctors; (3) t h e  research work of indus- 
t r ia l  laboratories and  its relation t o  the  uni- 
versities; (4) the selection of men in univer-

sities competent to  undertalre research work 
and the preparation tliat sllould be given to 
them, and ( 5 )  the  fuller recognition and better 
opportunities tliat sllould be given to those 
who have unusual qualifications f o r  scientific 
researell. I t  was agreed tha t  the principal work 
of the committee should be entrusted to  sub- 
cominit,ttees. Tlie whole committee will meet 
a t  Philadelphia on the afternoon of Monday, 
December 28, 1014, a t  tho hotel hradquarters 
of the American Assoriation. 

Sub-committees were autlrorized i n  each of 
the five directions above noted. Thc  three last- 
meiltiorlcd topics were emphasized, respect-
ively, by Mr. C. Kenneth Afees, Mr. Ernest  
W. Brown ant1 Mr. Theodore W. Richards, and 
a sub-comnlittee on each of the subjects will be 
fornled with their advice. The  committees 
named are: 

Executiv' Committee: E. C. Picliering, Chair-
man, Charles D. Walcoti., William 1%. Welch, Ed-
nlund B. Wilson, J. brcIieen Caitcll, Seoctary. 

Sub-comn~ittec on Research F'unds: Charles 8. 
min not, Ch(~zrman,S~~l louFlrxner, E. C. Piekering, 
Et, S. Wooaward, Charles B.Croqs, Secretary. 

Sub-committee on Research in Educational In- 
3litutions: Eitrvard 1,. Nichols, Chairman, Edwin 
G. Conklin, .4rthur A. Noyes, John M. Coulter, J. 
McKeen Cattell, Sewetury. 

The ful l  membership of the Committee of 
One ITundred ir  as follows : 
Ellot, Charles W., preslilent of tho association, 

president en~r:ritus of Iiarvard University, 
Chaiv man. 

Pickcring, E. C., director of the Harvard College 
Observatory, Chairman of the Exect~tiveCorn-
mtltee. 

Adams, Frank D., professor of goolom, McGill 
University. 

Alsberg, C. L., chief of the Bureau of Chemistry, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

Ames, J. B., profwsor of physics, Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Angell, J. R., professor of psycho lo,^, University 
of Chicago. 

Bald~vin,5.E., professor of law in Yale University 
and governor of Connerticut. 

Bancroft, W. D., professor of physical chemistry, 
Corncll University. 

Besscy, CXiarles E., professor of botany, University 
of Nebraska. 


