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intercst as that of signals. So far  as is yet 
Imown, the natural electric waves reaching 
wireless telegraph stations in latitudes higher 
than 50' appear to travel mostly from the 
south. Thus the greatest changes produced in  
strays by the eclipse will probably be experi- 
enced a t  stations in  Scandinavia and Rl~ssia, 
to reach which the waves must cross the path 
of the umbra. At the same time changes of 
some kind are to be expected in  other district.: 
than these, and it is therefore desirable that  
statistical observations of natural electric 
waves be made all over the world, and espe- 
cially a t  places within an earth quadrant of 
southern Russia. It is also desirable that  
meteorological observations, including those 
of atmospheric ionization and potential gra- 
dient, should be a t  tlie disposal of the com-
mittee when considering the records of strays 
and signals. 

The committee proposes to ppepare and cir- 
culate special forms for the collection of sta-
tistics of signals and strays, especially within 
the hemisphere likely to be affected by the 
eclipse; they mill endeavor to make hprovisioix 
for the translnission of special signals a t  times 
to be indicated on the forms; and they will 
offer for the consideration of the autlloritics 
controlling stations near the central line a 
simple program of work. The discussion of 
the observations, and the comparison with 
meteorological data, mill be carried out by the 
committee; and digests of the statistics, to-
gether with the conclusions drawn from the 
analysis, will be published in due course. 

The cominittee would be greatly aided in 
the organization of this investigation if those 
possessing the necessary facilities and willing 
to make observations during the eclipse would 
communicat,e with the honorable secretary, 
Dr. W. Eccles, University College, London, 
W. C., a t  the earliest possible date. 

THE NAPIER TERCENTENARY CELEBRA-
TION 

JOIINNAPIER'SLogarithniorum" Canonis 
Mirifici Descriptio " was published in 1614; 
and it is proposed to celebrate the tercentenary 
of this great event in the history of mathe- 

matics by a congress, to be held in  Edinburgh 
on Fridax, July 24, 1014, and following days. 

The celebration is being held under the aus- 
pices of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, on 
whose invitation a general committee has been 
fol.med, representing the Royal Society of 
London, the Royal Astronomical Society, the 
town council of Edinburgh, tlic faculty of 
actuaries, tho Royal Philosophical Society of 
Glasgow, the universities of St. Andrews, 
Glasgow, Aberdeen and Edinburgh, the Uni- 
versity College of Dundee, and many other 
bodies and institutions of educational impor- 
tance. 

Through the favor of the editor of SPIENCE; 
the president and council of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh have now the honor of giving 
a general invitation to mathematicians and 
others interested in  this coming celebration. 

The celebration will be opened on the Friclay 
with an inaugural address by Lord of Appeal 
Sir J. Fletcher Noulton, F.R.S., LL.D. 
(Edin.), followed by a reception given hy the 
Right IIonorable the lord provost, magistrates 
and council of the city of Edinburgh. On the 
Saturday and Jfonday the historicd and 
present practise of computation and other 
developments closely connectcd with NaPier7s 
discoveries and inventions will be discussed. A 
inemorial service will be held in St. Giles' 
Cathedral on the Sunday. 

Among many vho haye expressed a tvarni 
interest in the celebration and who hope to 
take part in the congress, may be mentioned 
Professor Andoyer, Paris; Professor J. 
Rauschinger, Strassburg; Professor I-I~xme 
Brown, Historiographer Royal for Scotland; 
Professor F. Cajori, Colorado, U. S. A.; Pro-  
fessor G. d. Gibson, Glasgow; Dr. J. TV. 1,. 
Glaisher, Cambridge; Professor Lang, St. 
Andrews; Professor Nacdonald, Aberdeen; 
Professor 2. Pascal, Naples; Professor I-Carl 
Pearson, London; Professor Eugene Smith, 
h'ew Work; Professor Steggall, Dundoe; Pro- 
fessor Whittaker, Edinburgli. 

Merchiston Castle, the residence of Napier, 
has long been occupied by the well-known 
public school, which dra\vs pupils from all 
parts of the Eritish empire. The governor$ of 
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thc school have Itindly invited the members of 
the  congress t o  visit tllc caqtle and grounds on  
the Saturday afternoon. 

Relics of Kapier, collected by Lord Napier 
and  Ettzick and other representatives of the  
family, will also be on view; and it is intended 
to b r i ~ ~ g  together for  exhibition boolrs of tables 
and forms of calculating machines, which 
may reasonably be regarded as  natural  devel- 
opmcnts of the great advance made by Napier. 

Individuals, societies, ur~iversities, p~blEc  
libraries, etc., may become founder members 
on payment of a mininium subscription of £2; 
and each founder m h b c r  will receive a copy 
of the  mcmorial volume, which will contain 
addresses and papers read before the  congress, 
and other material of historic and  scientific 
valrxc. It is  iniportant t o  secure as many  
founder members as possible, so tha t  a volume 
m a y  be brought out worthy of the  memory of 
Napier. 

Ordinary subscribers attending the  celebra- 
$ion may receive copies of the  memorial volume 
at a reduced price. 

Subscriptions and donations should be sent 
to the honorary treasurer, Mr. Adam Tait,  
Royal Bank  of Scotland, St. Andrew Square, 
Edinburgh. 

All who are interested i n  this ~ r o p o s e d  cele- 
bration are  respectflllly invited to  communi-
cate with the general secretary of the  Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, 22 George Street, Edin- 
l,urg.l1, and to announce their intention of 
being present. 

0. Gi. KNOTT, 
General Secretary 

BOYALSOCIETYOF EDINBUEGH 

T H E  ALYERICAN A9SOGIATIOW FOE THE 
ADl'ASCIC;1fI3NX OF SCIENCE 

Tirr, council met a t  the  Cosmos Cllub, 
Washington, on Tuesday, April 21, 1914, a t  
ti:il-6 P.M. I n  t h e  absence of the chairman, 
Mr. Diller presided. Those present mere: 
Mcssrs. Bomie, Cattell, Diller, Gulliver, J. A. 
Rolmes, IToward, Numphreys, D. S. Johnson, 
John Johnston, Icober, Metcalf, Pickering, 
Shear, Trelease and Twitmeyer. 

The financial report of the permanent sec-

retary was read and, on motion, was approved 
and ordered printed. 

Mr. Cattell submitted t h e  report of t h e  com- 
mittee on  policy. - .  

On motion, the  following resolutions recom- 
mended by t h e  committee on policy were 
adopted ad seriatim: 

1. Besolved, that Professor Pickoriug be added 
to the cornmittce on policy. 

2. Xesolved, thal Dr. X.V. Allen, of the office 
of experiin~nt stations, U. 8. Department of A p i -
culture, be elected secretary of Section ;W. (Agri-
rultule) and that he be authorized, with Professor 
L. 11. Bailey, vice-president of the section, to 
nominate the sectio~~al co~iziriittee for Section N 
and also its represelltative on the council. 

3. KesolvrJd, that tile permanent secretary be in- 
structed to Inform Dr. Bobert 31. Ogdev that 
no funds can be provided for the prexent for the 
associate secretary for the south beyond necesary 
clerical expenses. 

4. 12csolvcd, that the first of the Jane M, Smith 
life memberships be arvardod to Professor Charles 
Henry Peck, of Albany. 

5. Resolved, that the entrance fee be remitted to 
members of the Pacific Association of Sc~entific 
Societies who join the American A~soeiatioa &P-

ing the present year. 
6. Eesolved, that the council authorize a grant 

of four hundred dollars to the Pacific roast corn-
inittce for the expenses of its mcmbcrship com-
mittee. 

7. Eesoltled, that tho council authorize the Pa- 
cific coast committee to adopt tlie constitution for 
tlie Paciflc Division and t l ~ a t  it  be suggested that 
the second clause of tlie second paragraph of h r t -  
jcle 3, heginning with tlie word "except," of the 
constitution submitted, be omitted. 

8. Besotved, that Llle co~lncil give the treasurer 
full pover to a d  for the association in the Colburn 
will case. 

9, Be.rolved, that the council authorizes the ap- 
pointment of Messrs. Eliot, Minot and Pickoring 
as a committee to take the necessary steps to 
amend .the charter of thc association increasing 
the amount of prolrert y which may be held by tho 
association. 

10. Rerolved, that the clerical expenses of the 
committee of one hundred on scientific research 
and its subwnnn~ttecs be met from the income 
from the permanelit funds of the association. 

11, Eesolved, that tllc council welconles the aa- 
tion of the council of the American Chemical Xo-
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