
SCIENCE 


l>sychology and zoology. The entire equip-
ment and the collections of each of these four 
sciences are destroyed, and the departnlent 
libraries of geology, physics and zoology. AS 
a consequence, these departments are seriously 
crippled and are in great need of assistance. 

The collections of the grology department 
were very valuable and some were very rare 
mineral specimens. Recently many new cases 
had been acquired and space for exhibition. 
The lantern of this departnlent was the oilly 
piece of apparatus that survived the fire, but 
the thousands of lantern slides were destroyed. 

The more important losses to physics are 
lantern slides, collection of crystals, a unique 
collection of Nicol prisms, and coinplete files 
of the important wientific journals, sonic 
dating back to 1800. 

Besides the actual equipment, the nlost seri- 
ous loss to the psychology department is the 
destruction of its records of experiments, 
memory and intelligence tests on normal and 
abnormal subjects. the results of several years 
of worli. 

The zoology museum was far richer than 
was generally known. It was inadequately 
housed and crowded, and its specimens were 
never displayed to advantage. The collections 
represented the results of many years of labor 
and of careful selection, and were essentially 
stud^^ collections, planned for special courses, 
and constailtly in use by different groups of 
students. The losses which will be felt most 
keenly by the individual courses are the North 
American birds and insects, the general inver- 
tebrate collections, recently enriched by mate- 
rial from the zoological station at Naples, the 
mounted and disarticulated skeletons, the his- 
tology and embryology slides, and the physiol- 
ogy appara tlxs. 

The personal losqes of the teaching staff are 
very great. I n  the zoology and psychology 
departments alone, original work, drawings, 
notes, collections, microscopes and apparatus, 
boolrs and reprints, all are gone. 

Aid has come already in generous measure 
to the four stricken departments from many 
colleges and museums near Boston, from 
Clarlr University, Mt. Holyoke College, the 

rniversity of Pennsylvania, Vassar College, 
and from former students and friends of 
Wellesley; and material has been lent and 
given that will enable the scientific courses to 
reopen with the rest of the college on April 7, 
in the laboratories of the departments of 
astronomy, botany, chemistry and hygiene, all 
of which are in separate buildings and are 
therefore untouched by tliis disaster. 

Our future needs are very great, buildings, 
equipment, material for v:~~r.l:.111114t.11111.ql-i-
mens, boolts. Nay the . l l i ~ . l  tit811 t ~ f  t11#-++.1 . 8  

needs bring ye.t more help to our support. 

T H E  PEESIDENCJ? OF TL7E UNZVERXZTB 
OF [ O V A  

Trra president of tlie University of Towa 
has. under the date of Marcli 20, 1914, ad-
dressed to the Towa State Board of Education, 
the following letter: 

By this letter I subinit you nly resignai ion as 
president of the State University of Iowa, to take 
effect at your earliest convenience. Xoine expla- 
nation of this action is due to you and to those in-
terested in the welfare of the university. Sucl~ 
explanation follows : 

At the meeting of your board held at Cedar 
Falls, March 11, you considered in execut,ive sw- 
sion a number of administrative matters concern-
ing the university. Anlong other things at that 
time you dismissed a professor of the university 
withovt a hearing an'd without the knowledge or 
advice of the chief executive of the institution. 
Whethcr or not the facts, if you have them, mar- 
ranted the professor's dismissal is not now .the is-
sue to which I call your attention; and I pass 
over for the moment the obvious fact that t.he pro- 
fessor himself had a right to be heard. I can not 
avoid tlie inference that your action is deliberately 
intended to express laclc of oonfiden'ce in the ad- 
ministration of the university. 

Before I &me to the university in 1911 I asked 
you in vriting to consider thoroughly the step you 
proposed; it was for yon to decide whether or not 
I was the man for the place and T called your at-
tention to this fa&. As part of the terms on 
which I findly accepted the position you agreed 
in writing that dl recornn~endations for appoint- 
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ment and for  disnilssal in the university should 
come through my offifice to your board. This is the 
procedure in any well-governed university. At  tliat 
time, also, I asked explic~tly tliat if at  any time 
you should feel that  you ~ o u l d  be morc con~fortable 
with anotller man in my position, you express to 
me fianlcly tha t  feeling; and 1stated that  1~vould, 
then, mith good nill, promplly retire. To t h ~ s  also 
yon ayeed.  

I can not but reglet tha t  when the time c a n e  
to  act under this agreement, you did not do so, 
frankly and honorably. You had only t o  ask for  
my r e i q a t i o n  to rctcive it at once. The course 
you adopted to accomplish the same object is nn-
worthy of yourrsdves, unjust to me, and tnvolves a 
still morc sclious i r ~ j ~ ~ s t i ~ e  to  another man whoso 
case should have been considered on i ts  merits 
after proper l~carlng and invest~gntion, and not 
entirely sutrordlnated, as I believe i t  nas, to  the 
evident desire t o  r a m ,  quite nccdlcsslq, a permn:rl 
issue b~ tween  your board m1d myself. 

It is nol my purpose to dwell on this point, liow- 
cror. Tnterp~eting your action as I have no doubt 
i t  was iritcndcd, and conforn~ing on my own part  
to  the mldeist,znilin,rrtarin on nhich I came here, I will-
ingly mitlidram from a position vr4iich 1 accepted 
only a t  your earnest solicitation and which 1have 
no d e i i ~ e  to retain unless T can demand and re-
ceive your entire support. T do this with the less 
regret becansa as I recall the issues which have 
arlsen betneen us and wh1c.h h:tve led t,o your prea- 
ent  attitude, I am as  firmly as ever convinced tha t  
the iiiieals a11d policies which I have held for  the 
university duiing the past two and one half years 
have been right and educationally sound; tha t  no 
single instance of personal politics or self seeking 
on my o~vn part  has contributed to our differenem; 
and  tha t  if you had chosen to give me a reason-
able opportunity fo r  working out these jdeds and 
policies they would have justified tlrcmselves in 
ample measure by the results. 

I f  j t  were poss~ble tha 0I have exaggerated the 
significance of your action jn i t s  *elation my-
self, my course ~vould st111 be  the same. No man 

ean be held accountable for  his lesponsibility un-
lesr his authority is respected, or fo r  his policiea 
unless he is given s free hand to  carry them out. 
This principle is  recognized in a11 well-governed 
colleges and universities, as it is in every welI- 
organized business. The enieient government of 
.this univers~ty on any other basis is  ~mpossible, 
and I could not bo a party to so hopeless a n  ex- 
periment even if i t  >%ere your desire that I should. 

SCTENTIPIC NOTES AND NEWS 

AT the annual meeting of the National 
Academy of Sciences, to be held in Washing- 
ton on April 21, 22 and 23, the William Ellery 
ITalc Lectures will he inaugurated by two lec- 
tures on '' The Constitution of Matter and tllc 
Evolution of the Element.;," by Sir Ernest 
Eutherford, of the Uirivcrsity of Manchester, 

A srr:c.rar, convocation held at Osforcl on 
March 21 conferred tho degree of doctor of 
science on Surgron General Gorgas. 

Tlrc Fothergill gold medal of tlle McdicaI. 
Society of London for 1914 lias becn awarded 
to Dr. John George Adxmi, F.R.S., LL.D., 
Strathconw professor of patliology and Bae- 
teriology at McCrill University, for his work 
on pathology and its al~plicwtion to practical 
medicine and surgery. 

WE learn from Nature illat tllc conncil of 
the TTniversity of Eirminghani h;ls aglminted 
Professor Charles TA:il~wortll e~ncritur professor 
of geology in recognition of his ecrvic~es dnr- 
ing his occupation of t11c cllair of geology. 
The senate recently signalized his retirement 
by the presentation of an address and a gift of 
plate, and on March 11 another presentation 
was made to him by a large number of his old 
students. 

TIIE last number of the l l funckener medi-
cinische TVochenschrift is a sperial issue in 
llonor of the sixtieth hirtliday of Professor 
Ellrlich, which occurred on Marcli 14. 

DR. LAWI~EYPE~ E A R T I K ,  of the  University of 
Wisconsin, has been elected a eorrcsponding 
member of the International Committee on 
(qlaciers. 

MR. R. J. POCOCK,Queen's College, Ox-of 
ford, has becn appointed to clirert the obserr- 
atory of the Nizam of TTyderabad. 

P~ to~cssonF. Kr:r~:nr,~~,F.R.S., professor of 
botany. TJniversity College, Rcadinq, has been 
appointed director of the Eoyal Ilortienlturd 
Soeiet,y's garden at  Wisley. 

Dn. JOIIN COLRT':I~T, hasW. Albuquerque, 
been asked by the Itoclrefcller Foundation to 
assume charge of it.; research work in a cam- 
paign to be inaugurated for the eradication 


