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accomplished after a Kitctbencu like advance, in 
vrllfch each step at  a time was butkressed and 
battlemented by coordinated facts until the sum-
mit rras attained and the fortress was won. It 
was an irresistible marc11 of the llorsc, foot anil, ar-
tillery of scientlfie eudcaror. The attack upon 
rubber, on the other h a d ,  recalls nothing bo 
much as the raid of tlre ad>entarcrs acc.on~panying 
Cortes into the wilds of Mexico. T~ud~rronslyfew 
ir number and ill equippea save with a daunlless 
spirit, they plnngcd desperately into a nilderness 
absolutely nnkrlown and denizened by countless 
thousands of a lnallgna~lt and discil?linccl enemy; 
yet they conclnered Ilrexico. Tlre conqile4t of lie\ 
ico was incredible, ~t w:is zri~rcaso?~tablcto the mlli- 
tary taeticlan; so is tile conqncst of rn'rlber in- 
credible to tho tactician of seieiltific research. 

Allow me to quote another scntence wl1ic.h 
I thinlr shows one of the grcat elr~rscnt- of his  
leadership. 

Of conrso T h a ~ e  forgotten homethiny. 1 hare 
forgotten the afternoon tire in the gariali light of 
the laboratories, the hard cot a t  night by the 1d1-
oratory table, the broken experiments, and the 
heart-breaking dis:~ppointments to endeavor. Brit 
so did &faico Polo, for you m ~ l l  look in vain 
throngh all his plowing pages for the bitter cold 
of the morning camp, or the intolerable heat of the 
desert or of the pain of insect pests, or of 111s 
sorrow a t  the loss of his goods--all forgotren in 
the retrospert of his wonderful jonrney. 

Valery-Baclot wrote two delightlnl volumes 
giving us a picture of 1,ouiq Pastcur, yet there 
are  two inciiicnts which to me are most il111-
niiilating ancl recall Doctor Duncan. The  
author tells us  of Past,eur7s anguish on the 
occasion of thc death of a boy from 'abies. 
Pasteur  forthwith undertook a n  investigation 
of the subject. Finally one sees this great, 
tender-hearted man with all the wonderful 
vision of his m a t l ~ r e  ycars brought near  
death's door and i n  one last  spasm of effort 
crying: " W e  must  worlr. TQe rnust work." 
And so Robert Kennedy Duncan mas removed 
by t2ie acciclent of death just as  his dreams, his 
grcat constructive dreams, for the nmeliora-
tion of man seemed to be in  the dawn of their 
fulfillment. Only last December Doctor Dun-  
can attendecl the Atlanta meeting of the 
American Association for the  Advancement 

of Science and met Dr. lToward A. Kelly. 
Sixty thonsand people dying of cancer i n  this 
eountry every year! Tie returned f rom t h a t  
meeting burning rvitll a desire to do some-
thing. The idea that  radium is and rm-
doubteilly always will be beyond the  rcacll of 
thousands of theqe sufferers. f7iat was what 
appealed to  him. Coultln't something be dorLe 
about i t ?  EJe believed there coultl. 13c told 
hi3 ideas to  a P i t t s l ~ l i r g l ~  busiilcss man, r h o  
very quicldy said, " T t  would give me real 
pleaiure to  help you taclrle this thing." 

Another srnteuce of Dortor Duncan's will 
always stick i n  my mind ancl I thinlr g'*1ves US 

x cal~ie to lsis fine spiritilal natr~re.  In discuss-
ing the ~yntliecis of ammonia from nitrogen 
and hydrogen he  recalls that  u p  to  1008 the 
1)c.t rvork of Uabcr, Nernst a n d  oi-hrw had 
fwi!cld to give resnlts of indortrial promise 
ant1 as Dr.  Duncat2 -.aid of N e r n s t ' ~  work: 

With this final inxestigation, then, it Mas 
"thumbs dorrn" for the subject; it mas finished, 
exhausted, (leail. 

B u t  Professor TIa1)er had a feeling that  the 
thing colllcl be done. Doctor Duncan says: 

I t  is to be undeistood that this "feeling" 
nhlel~ possessed IIaber nas not the obsession of an 
ignorant dreanier but w:~s actudly the expression 

of a jnilh illat lay deepcr thnn reus0.n on the part 
of one ~ ~ h o  know, pos5rhly better than any one else 
from the standpoint of reason, ~ t s  folly. 

The splenilicl qualities which lie so adinired 
i n  others he hinlself p o s q e ~ ~ d .I t  has  ever 
been such Tare spirits vh ich  have done the 
impossible, have pointed the way. 

TEE WELLEXLEI' COLLBGR PIA'IE 

TFIF:fire :it TTclleslcy College on Yarch  17. 
which totally destroyed College TTal1, the old- 
est and largest bnidinp, has brougllt great loss 
t o  the collcge and lias greatly disabled four 
science dcp:trtnlents. 

College JIall, which originally contair~etl the 
whole college c o m m l ~ i t y ,  a t  the time of the 
fire was a dormitory for two hundred R~KI 
fifteen students, and also 21eld the offices of the 
administration, the lecture rooxns for  the 
greater par t  of thc  college, and the labora-
tories of the  clepartments of geology, physics. 
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l>sychology and zoology. The entire equip-
ment and the collections of each of these four 
sciences are destroyed, and the departnlent 
libraries of geology, physics and zoology. AS 
a consequence, these departments are seriously 
crippled and are in great need of assistance. 

The collections of the grology department 
were very valuable and some were very rare 
mineral specimens. Recently many new cases 
had been acquired and space for exhibition. 
The lantern of this departnlent was the oilly 
piece of apparatus that survived the fire, but 
the thousands of lantern slides were destroyed. 

The more important losses to physics are 
lantern slides, collection of crystals, a unique 
collection of Nicol prisms, and coinplete files 
of the important wientific journals, sonic 
dating back to 1800. 

Besides the actual equipment, the nlost seri- 
ous loss to the psychology department is the 
destruction of its records of experiments, 
memory and intelligence tests on normal and 
abnormal subjects. the results of several years 
of worli. 

The zoology museum was far richer than 
was generally known. It was illadequately 
housed and crowded, and its specimens were 
never displayed to advantage. The collections 
represented the results of many years of labor 
and of careful selection, and were essentially 
stud^^ collections, planned for special courses, 
and constailtly in use by different groups of 
students. The losses which will be felt most 
keenly by the individual courses are the North 
American birds and insects, the general inver- 
tebrate collections, recently enriched by mate- 
rial from the zoological station at Naples, the 
mounted and disarticulated skeletons, the his- 
tology and embryology slides, and the physiol- 
ogy appara tlxs. 

The personal losqes of the teaching staff are 
very great. I n  the zoology and psychology 
departments alone, original work, drawings, 
notes, collections, microscopes and apparatus, 
boolrs and reprints, all are gone. 

Aid has come already in generous measure 
to the four stricken departments from many 
colleges and museums near Boston, from 
Clarlr University, Mt. Holyoke College, the 

rniversity of Pennsylvania, Vassar College, 
and from former students and friends of 
Wellesley; and material has been lent and 
given that will enable the scientific courses to 
reopen with the rest of the college on April 7, 
in the laboratories of the departments of 
astronomy, botany, chemistry and hygiene, all 
of which are in separate buildings and are 
therefore untouched by tliis disaster. 

Our future needs are very great, buildings, 
equipment, material for v:~~r.l:.111114t.11111.ql-i-
mens, boolts. Nay the . l l i ~ . l  tit811 t ~ f  t11#-++.1 . 8  

needs bring ye.t more help to our support. 

T H E  PEESIDENCJ? OF TL7E UNZVERXZTB 
OF [ O V A  

Trra president of tlie University of Towa 
has. under the date of Marcli 20, 1914, ad-
dressed to the Towa State Board of Education, 
the following letter: 

By this letter I subinit you nly resignai ion as 
president of the State University of Iowa, to take 
effect at your earliest convenience. Xoine expla- 
nation of this action is due to you and to those in-
terested in the welfare of the university. Sucl~ 
explanation follows : 

At the meeting of your board held at Cedar 
Falls, March 11, you considered in execut,ive sw- 
sion a number of administrative matters concern-
ing the university. Anlong other things at that 
time you dismissed a professor of the university 
withovt a hearing an'd without the knowledge or 
advice of the chief executive of the institution. 
Whethcr or not the facts, if you have them, mar- 
ranted the professor's dismissal is not now .the is-
sue to which I call your attention; and I pass 
over for the moment the obvious fact that t.he pro- 
fessor himself had a right to be heard. I can not 
avoid tlie inference that your action is deliberately 
intended to express laclc of oonfiden'ce in the ad- 
ministration of the university. 

Before I &me to the university in 1911 I asked 
you in vriting to consider thoroughly the step you 
proposed; it was for yon to decide whether or not 
I was the man for the place and T called your at-
tention to this fa&. As part of the terms on 
which I findly accepted the position you agreed 
in writing that dl recornn~endations for appoint- 


