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THE STRUCTURE OF THE UNIVERSE:

I HAVE been asked to address you on the
structure of the universe. The title is am--
bitious, and I fear that what I have to say
on the subject will be sadly in dispropor-
tion with what some of you will be led to
expect by this title.

It will, however, I hope, give you a
glimpse of what astronomers now-a-days
are attempting to do, in order to penetrate
somewhat into the mystery of the starry
sky.

The problem, as I take it, is a double one.
‘We have, first, the structure of the uni-
verse as it is at the present moment; and
this problem is, in the main, no other than
finding the star distances, because the star
directions we can readily ascertain.

‘We have, second, the problem of the his-
tory and evolution of the system.

The time at my disposal being so short,
I must confine myself to one of the two.
At the present moment, undoubtedly, the
first is the more promising one, owing to
the recent discovery of star-streaming.
Furthermore the history of the system
during the past ages, ages to be counted
by millions, probably hundreds of millions
of years, is and perhaps forever will re-
main enshrouded in much mystery. Still I
have thought that the second problem, that
of the evolution of the system, may, per-
haps, be the more suitable subject for the
present lecture.

You will all, of course, understand, with-
out my saying anything to the purpose,
that what we have to expect can not well
be anything else than a few more or less

1 Address delivered before the National Acad-
emy of Sciences, Aprll 1913.




