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THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE

THE SCOPE AND METHOD OF STATE
NATURAL HISTORY SURVEYS!

It is a matter of common knowledge that
before the middle of the last century many
of the states of the union had established
state surveys, and the national government
was exploring the great west, fixing bound-
aries, locating routes and trails, and map-
ping the physical features in those vast
areas. In both state and national surveys,
geology received a large share of attention,
but physiography, zoology and botany
were not neglected. Many of the states,
after making a recognizance of the geolog-
ical features, identified and listed their
plants and animals, as did the states of
Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
New Jersey, Ohio and Indiana. A condi-
tion to be noted in the establishment of a
number of these early state surveys is
that they were organized for the purpose
of exploring and studying all of the nat-
ural resources of the commonwealth, scien-
tific as well as economic. The survey of
Michigan was established at the admission
of the state to the union in 1837 as geolog-
ical, zoological, botanical and topographie.
The prevailing idea in these early surveys
in the various states seems to have been
what we may designate by the word recog-
nizance, including geology, physiography,
botany and zoology.

As the century continued through its
third and entered its fourth quarter, the
main attention of the state surveys became

t Address of the vice-president and chairman of

Section G, American Association for the Advance-
ment of Secience, Cleveland, December 31, 1912,




