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mal husbandry. A new college circular de-
scribing this course will be ready for distri-
bution about the middle of August.

Samuer L. BooTHROYD, assistant professor

of topographic and geodetic engineering in
the College of Civil Engineering of Cor-
nell University, has resigned to accept the
associate professorship of astronomy and
mathematics in the University of Washington,
succeeding Professor James E. Gould. The
trustees have promoted Paul Halladay Under-
wood, instructor in the college, to the rank of
assistant professor and appointed him to the
place vacated by Professor Boothroyd. The
following appointments have also been made:
Ransom E. Somers, instructor in economic
geology; E. H. Kennard and T. B. Brown,
assistants in physics, and R. A. Gulick, as-
sistant in chemistry.

H. N. Parxer, of the Illinois Experiment
Station, will head the division of sanitary
dairying of the university next year.
fessor B. R. Rickards will enter the employ
of an Indianapolis manufacturing firm.

Dr. Arraur E. HiLL, of New York Univer-
sity, has been appointed professor of chemis-
try and director of the laboratory to succeed
Professor Lamb.

Georce R. WeiLs, Ph.D. (Hopkins, ’12),
has been appointed instructor in psychology at
Oberlin College.

L. R. Geisster, Ph.D. (Cornell), has re-
signed his position as research psychologist in
the Physical Laboratory of the National Elec-
tric Lamp Association, Cleveland, to become
professor of psychology at the University of
Georgia. He will organize and direct the new
psychological laboratory to be established in
connection with the School of Education. The
laboratory will occupy seven or eight rooms
in George Peabody Hall, the new home of the
School of Education now under construction,
and will be furnished with all modern equip-
ment.

Wiriam E. Barrows, Jr., has been ap-
pointed professor of electrical engineering at
the University of Maine. For the past six
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years he has been assistant professor of elec-
trical engineering at the Armour Institute of
Technology.

Dr. W. H. WaggeN, connected during the
past year with the department of chemistry of
Clark College, has recently been appointed
professor of chemistry in Wheaton College,
Norton, Massachusetts.

Proressor Cuarres E. Decker, M.S. (Chi-
cago), has been appointed assistant professor
of geology and biology at Allegheny College.

Dg. Frank ErLBerT WHEELOCK, instructor in
physics in the University of Missouri, has been
appointed professor of physics in Mount Alli-
son College, Sackville, New Brunswick.

TaE following appointments have been made
in consequence of the new grant in the Uni-
versity of London made by the London County
Council for the increase of the university
professoriate: Dr. J. A. Fleming, D.Sec.,
F.R.S., professor of electrical engineering (to
teach at University College); Dr. Arthur
Dendy, D.Sc., F.R.S., professor of zoology (to
teach at King’s College).

Proressor V. BierkNEs, of the University
of Christiania, has been offered the chair of
geophysics at Leipzig.

Dr. Jeaxn Brunues, professor at Lausanne
and Freiburg, has been called to the chair of
anthropogeography in the Collége de France.

DISCUSSION AND CORRESPONDENCE
“ GENES ” NOT MADE IN GERMANY
To taE Epitor oF SciENCE: The new version
of “genes” in the issue of May 24 carries a
reminder of Mark Twain’s “jumping frog.”
Darwin’s word pangen is taken into German

‘to alter the vowel quantity and then comes

back into English accompanied by a super-
fluous letter and a new system of philology
elaborated to justify the “genes” and “ pan-
genes ” that adorn the pages of recent publi-
cations on genetics.

The custom has been to use Latin trans-
literations of Greek derivatives, but scientific
literature is mow to have a more Teutonic
flavor. The new system need not be confined
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to genetics, of course, nor even to biology.
The same reasons can be urged for oxygene
as for pangene. Scores of terms have been
based on the same root, yev, but hitherto with
a short vowel, as in the Greek. Some philolo-
gists add a letter in forming such a word as
clone, where the original Greek vowel is long,
but this has nothing to do with Dr. Shull’s
“general law of English philology” that
would lengthen short vowels to enable Greek
derivatives to be pronounced with a German
accent. In this case Johannsen’s correct word
“gen” was displaced by a linguistic mon-
strosity, “gene,” because the latter was sup-
posed to sound more like German, and be-
cause “the German word ‘ Pangen’ better ex-
presses the meaning involved than does the
English word ‘pangen.”” The new final “e”
symbolizes the magically improved connota-
tion acquired by Darwin’s word pangen in
passing from English into the hallowed pre-
cincts of the German language. It replaces
the italics, capitals and quotation marks
otherwise required to differentiate the more
expressive German “ Pangen ™ from the ordi-
nary English “pangen.” The mistake, as
now appears, was not a merely casual adop-
tion of the German plural “ Gene” as an
English singular, but a deliberate substitution
of an erroneous new singular “gene,” anoma-
lous alike in German, Greek or English. Dr.
Shull does not state when, where or by whom
this change from “gen” into “ gene” was de-
termined, but these details are of no impor-
tance now that the method has been explained.
It would have been easier to bestow “ gene”
and “pangene” on the French, who use
“oxygéne” and a whole class of similar terms,

but the German derivation is more ingenious.

Regarding the phenotypes, little need be
said. Dr. Shull reasserts the reality of
phenotypes, and even insists with italies that
“ statistical investigation may discover, meas-
ure and describe phenotypes.” But if it be
true that “phenotypes and genotypes exist
among Mendelian hybrids,” or elsewhere in
nature, they must be the names of classes or
groups of animal or plant individuals distin-
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guished by the possession of certain characters
or gens. Such group names are usually con-
sidered as collectives, but Dr. Shull main-
tains that phenotypes “must always be ab-
stractions.” Evidently the new science of
genetics i1s to have an original system of
metaphysics as well as of philology.

0. F. Coox
BARD, CALIFORNIA,
June 17, 1912

PROPOSITIONS TOR CHANGES IN THE INTERNA-
TIONAL CODE OF ZOOLOGICAL NOMENCLATURE

ArTENTION 0of ZOOlogists is invited to the rule
that all propositions for changes to the Inter-
national Code must be in the hands of the
Commission at least one year before the meet-
ing of the International Congress.

Formal notice of the exact date of meeting
has not yet reached me, but I hope to have my
first report to the Commission prepared for
mailing not later than September 1. About
that date I shall also send to Science and
to the Zoologischer Anzeiger a complete list
of the propositions that have been sent to me.

It is a great satisfaction to the Commission
to note the increased and more general inter-
est exhibited by zoologists in nomenclatorial
matters, and I take the liberty of repeating a
statement made on several former occasions,
namely, that the Commission welcomes most
heartily correspondence and suggestions from
all zoologists.

C. W. Smirgs,
Secretary, International Commission
on Zoological Nomenclature

THE PEI YANG UNIVERSITY

To tae EpiTor oF ScieNcE: A note by Con-
sul General S. S. Knabenshue, of Tientsin,
China, regarding vacancies in the staff of the
Pei Yang University, of that city, published
in Daily Consular and Trade Reports of July
8, seems likely to deluge me with inquiries
and applications, and I would be glad if you
would aid me in forestalling them by publish-
ing this statement. There are no vacancies
in the staff of the Pei Yang University at



