
SCIENCE 

FRIDAY, 24, 1911FEBRUARY 

CONTENT8 

Bacteriology b General fldagation: PRO-
FESSOR VERANUSA. MOOBE............. 277 

The Ad13,~ms of the Presiaht of the Paleon- 
tological Sodety: DR. JOHN M. CUKE . . 284 

The Distribution of the College Men ....... 296 


Sciantific Notes w d News ................ 296 


Umiversity am? Educational News ......... 299 


Dkoussim and Correspondence:- 
Botmical Evidence of Coastal Subsidence: 
PBOFESSORD. W. JOHNSON. MiaStor and 
Embryology: DB. E. P. FELT. Trmatodes 
of the Dry P B O ~ S S O RTortugas: EDWIN 
LINTON................................300 

Quotatiow :-
Commercialism in Eduoa-tion ............ 303 

Scisntifio Books:- 
Leduc's Thdovie physioo-chhnique de la vie 
et .~6n&ations spon.tanBes: PBOFESSOR 
BASHH'ORD DEAN. Kisskalt am3 Hart-
mnn's  Praktioum &r Bakteriologie und 
Proto~oologie: PBOFESSOR CHABLES A. 
KOFOID................................ 304 

Special Articles:-
Suggestiotas zs to the Culture of Buttw-
fies: PROFESSOR H .JORN GEROULD. 
Variegation. of European Alfalfas: DR. L. 
R. WALDBON.......................... 307 


Societies and Academies:- 
The Geological Bociety of Wuqhingtow: 
EDSON BASTIN and FRANQOISE. MATTHES 312 

MSS. 	intended for publication and boas, etc., intended for 
should be se2t to the Editor of SCIENC& O&1Ti8,,n-On-

Hudaon. N. Y. 

BACTERIOLOGY IN GENERAL EDUCATION ' 
IN casting about for a topic around 

which might be gathered a few thoughts 
suitable for this occasion, I was impremed 
with the lack of appreoiation of the value 
of bacteriology in general education and 
the comparatively small amount of sys-
tematic effort that has been put forth to es- 
tablish efficient methods for teaching this 
important new science. I became so deeply 
interested in these phases of the subject 
that perhaps with more zeal than wisdom 
I chose for my topic "Bacteriology in Gen- 
eral Education. " 

The practical value of any branch of 
science keeps pace with the general knowl- 
edge of i t  and an unde~standing of the 
methods by which i t  can be applied. This 
in turn depends largely upon the teaching 
of those who are versed in its details of 
fact and law. The earlier recognition of 
bacteria did not suggest the important r61e 
they play in nature's economy. While 
their existence had been known for more 
than two centuries, it was not until their 
causal relation to infectious diseases was 
recorded that they made an impression 
upon society in  general, and the medical 
profession in particular. It was the dis- 
covery of this great power which they pos- 
sess to destroy man and beast that afforded 
a point of contact between humanity and 
this vast, invisible, organic world about us. 
If I correctly understand the meaning of 
our declaration in the constitution of this 
society, that its object is the promotion of 
the science of bacteriology, i t  would seem 

l Presidential address delivered before the So-
ciety of American Bacteriologisks, Ithaca, N. Y., 
December 28, 1910. 


