
THE Experinlent Station Record states that 
the legislature has increased the rate of taxa- 
tion for the support of the University of Cali- 
fornia from two to three cents for each one 
hundred dollars of assessed valuation. This 
is expected to provide an income for the cur- 
rent year of about $600,000. Appropriations 
were also made aggregating $130,000 for ad- 
ditional buildings and ecluipment at  the Uni- 
versity Farm at  Davis, and $85,500 for its 
nlainteilance during the ensuing biennium; 
$20.000 for farmers' institutes; $15,000 for 
viticultural investigations; $12,000 for cereal 
investigations, and about $40,000 for the 
equipment and maintenance of the Southern 
California Pathological Laboratory. 

XRS. PIICEBEHEARST has undertaken to 
build an anthropological museum for the Uni- 
versity of California to cost about $500,000. 

TULAKEUSIVERSITSwill receive $100,000 by 
will of Isidore Newman, of New Orleans. 

THEold block of six tenements at the north 
end of the Sheffield Scientific School grounds, 
held for many years at a prohibitory price, 
has been bought for less than $35,000. I t  will 
now be torn down and the chemical laboratory 
extended over part of the site. 

INorder to secure closer cooperation between 
the regents and the faculties of the University 
of IIIinnesota, the board of regents has passed 
the following resolutior~ : 

Resolued, that the sevcxral deans of the univer- 
sity be requested to report to the board of regents 
at their nest meeting some plan by which matters 
concerning the general interests of the university 
may be taken up and considered by som~ repre- 
sentative body of those directing the work of the 
university and the board of regents in closer rela- 
tlon than heretofore. 

TEE establishment of an agricultural col-
lege at Mayagnez, Porto Rico, bas been author- 
ized by the territorial legislature. I. W. Rart ,  
of the School of Agriculture, SBo Paulo, 
Brazil, has been elected president. 

Xa. F. A. WOODS, chief of the Bureau of 
Plant Industry of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, has been elected dean of the agri- 
cultural department of the University of 
Minnesota. 

" OFFICIAL " LIST OF ZOOLOGICAL KAMES--AN 

OPES LETTER TO PROFESSIONAL 

ZOOLOGISTS 

B NUMBER of zoologists have expressed the 
opinion that a list of the most common zo-
ological names should be prepared and that 
the International Congress of Zoology should 
accept this list in the future as free from any 
operation of the law of priority. Other zool- 
ogists view this proposition as theoretically 
and practically open to very serious objec-
tions. I n  the hope of meeting the wishes of 
the representatives of both sides of this ques- 
tion I take the liberty of proposing an alter- 
native plan, namely, that a list be made of 
the most commonly used zoological names, 
that these names be subjected to rigid study 
undey the ~ r e s e n t  international code, and that 
the international congress adopt this list as 
'' official," with the provision that no change 
in  any of the names in  the list be accepted 
unless the reason for such change is first sub- 
mitted to the International Commission on 
Zoological Komenclature for careful study 
and unless said commission decides that the 
change is justified and necessary. 

If the zoologists of the world will cooperate 
with me in this matter, I will endeavor to re- 
port to the International Col~mission a t  the 
Gratz meeting in 1910 a list of the kind pro- 
posed. I t  does not seem advisable to make 
this official list too large at  first, but if the 
plan is found to be feasible, additional names 
could be placed 011 the list year after year, 
and eventually we mould have a catalogue of 
all of the most common and most important 
names in zoology. 

1 invite the zoologists of the world to co-
operate with me in this experiment on the 
following plan: Let any person interested in 
zoology send to me within the next three 
months a list of 100 zoological names which he 
considers the most important, and the most 
generally used. Let every man who is famil- 
iar with nomenclatural usages work out the 
status, under the international code, of 10 of 
the 100 names which he submits, giving the 
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exact spellinc, the author, and the date and 
place of puhlic:~tion, with t l~cstatetucnt tlrat 
11e coni;iders tlie 10 nanies in question as the 
correct names of the aniti~als involved. 

1will agree to compile all thc ilanles sent 
in, to tabulate the votes on the djflcrent naines 
(in respect to their iruportance and fre-
c~uency), and if pos~ihle to verify the refer- 
ences and the nomenclatural status of the 
names in  question. T ~vil l  further agree to 
snbinit a list of say 100 to 300 such iiameg to 
the Irlternational Comrrii.;sion on Nomen-
claturc and to recomriicnd tliat tlre commission 
rcgort upon the list to the international con- 
gress. 

1211 comrnuiiications on this subject should 
be adtJressed to ine as follows: 

Dr. Ch. Wardell Stiles, secretary, Jnterna- 
tional Colnmissioil on Zoological Nomencla- 
ture, IIygienic Laboratory, 25th and E Streets, 
Washington, D. C. 

CII. WA~~I)RLLSTII~ES 

GCAOIAL CLAYS O F  TlIE MAINE COAST 

F o ~ ta number of years these clays have been 
grcatly neglected by geologists and zoologists. 
Mr. Freclericlr Q. Clapp, in his recent paper,' 
has sumrnarixed and a d d ~ d  to the work on this 
rcgion. 

Mr. CIapp gives a list of the Pleistocene 
for.;ils found in the clays. To this list shonld 
be added tlie following species of ophinroids, 
which I founcl in August, 1909: fwo specimens 
of 0phiu.r.a sarsii I,tk., ant3 one of O1ihiu1.a 
nodosn  'tlr. These three spccimcns were 
found in clorc proxiinity in clay about 110 
feet abovo sea lercl, by aneroid, and the loca- 
tion mas a t  the noclrland Lime Company's 
clecpest qnarry, about two miles we4  of 
Crockctt Point, in Roclilaild TTTarbor. This 
horizon is in the " TTpper Clay " of hlr. Clapp's 
provisional division of thcsc clayq. I am in- 
debted to Dr. Rubert L. Clark, for the de- 
telarrrination o f  the species. 

IZ~BISRTW. Slwlxs 
H a x v ~ ~ i )  I:BSIFYT!NII 

I "  Conlplcuity of tl:c C2laci2l Period ill No~th 
eastern Nrw EngI;~ncl,"U z ~ l l e l i ~ rof the Ocolo,qieul 
Kocicly of L2?nerica,Vol 18, pp. 505-560. 1906. 

SC'Ifih-TIPIC BO O K 8  

T h e  ATut~srnl1lisLo.r.y o f  Tgneoils  RocLs.  By 
Ar,ii.ncn ITARRCR,M.A., F.E.S., Lecturer in 
I"etrolo:?;y in the U~liversity of Cambridge. 
Wem York, The 3laclrlillan Company. 
IlrOR. Pp. n33, nit11 112 diagrams and 2 
plates. 

This volu~rie by Mr. 'Elarlcel; which presents 
tho substanc~c o f  a course of lectures delivered 
a t  the IJnivcrsity of Cansbridge, is not a text- 
boolr of pet~ographybvt  treats in a general 
~ 3 yof ig11eous action and igneous roclrs in 
their relation to the structure of the earth's 
crust, and o f  the coiistitution of igneous mag- 
mas con.jide~.ed as co~nplcx solutions. I11 the 
latter portion of the morlr an exposition is 
given of lrumerous ancl oft ell rather recondite 
researches into the physicw-cheniical relations 
of nntnral magmas and artificial slags which 
hebe been ckirricd ont in recel~t years by Vogt 
a n d  othera. 

With re~pcet  to the clnestion of the ultimate 
source of igneous action the autlior adopts an 
attitude wlricl-1 is frankly agnostic.. 

The nebular lry~otliesrs in L:il~l,~cc's lorm. l f  not 
iliscreditcd, 11ns at least hccbn shown to involve 
great difficulties to ~11ich  no znswcr 15 yet forth-
coming; the nteteoric hypothesis, resting from the 
first on a more prccarions l~asis, is involved prcic 
tically in t h e  same damaging criticisnl; and the 
p1:lnetrsimal theory 11:1s nl: ~c't ~cnrcrly enlcb~ged 
from the tentative stage. 

Aftcr corisideriilg the rclation of igneons 
action to crustal l i~orc~r~cnts  and pointing out 
that whik there has been a rough periodicity 
in time, of activity ancl reposc, there is noth-
ing to snpport the opinion tliat tllcrc has been 
a secular ~vaninq 01jgncons action, the geo- 
graphical distribution of the younger igneous 
roclrs and the qnestiorl of cycles of igneous ac- 
tivity are discussed. It is shown that the dif-
ferences in corn]?oqition of the lavas emitted 
fro111 neighboring vents, as well as the very 
ianequal heiglits to which such 1ava.s rise, prove 
that lhey can not dram directly froni a com-
nron source. Each volcanic (%enter ~rlust pos- 
ses.: its own proper reservoir of lava, but we 


