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Tim University of St. Andrews will cele-
brate its five hundredlh anniversary in Sep- 
teinber, 1011. 

An. exchange of professorships a r ~ d  students 
hetween universities and academies among all 
the 14lnerican republics has been proposed by 
Secretary Knox. The suggestion has com-
inended itself to the governing hoard of tlie 
International Cureau of American Erpublics, 
.cvllic~li has recolllnlended that the propoeed 
iutcrcllange sliall figure in the program of 
tlie fourth Pan-Anlerican Congress to be 
lleltl at Bucnos Ayres next sunlmer. 

lawyer, has resigned as a trustce of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania owing to the electiou 
of Dr. L. P. Licliterherger as associate pro- 

rombine the functions of the Departments of 
\lTar and Navy, or gradually to do away with 
them altogether. T l ~ i swould be especially ap- 
pyopriate, and in tlie line of just recognition, 
since no factor in our national life bids fair 
to (lo more to render these departments l~seless 
t lrnn education itself. 

I n  our system of state independence as 
opposed to national unity, it  is very difficult 
to say what could be done mere the nation to 
assume definite control of general education. 
The already establisllcd departments of the 
t~xecutire branch of the national government 
lraiy in the degree of control of the field as- 
sigllccl to them. The existence of absolute 
c~ontrol of the l'ostnlaster General and the 
Jivided control of the Attorney General may 

fessor. H c  objected to Dr. Eicl~te~~berger'sbe explained on the basis of the fact that oile 

views on divorce expressed by hirn a t  a meet- 
ing of the Anlericnn Xociological Society in 
Atiailtic City last year. 

d NFW clepartnlent of econoinic enlomology 
has been organized in the College of Agricul- 
tnre of the ITniversity of Wisvonsin, and Mr. 
J. G. Sanders, of the U. 8. Bureau of Ento- 
molopy, has been appointetl assistant pro-
fessor in charge. 

P ~ : o ~ i , s i o n  IT. CI. I?cI,I,, of the Iowa State 
Collcgc, has been appointe,l professor of agron- 
orriy at tlie IJnivcrsity of Maine. 

AIR.D O N ~ L DE'. h b , ~I h u k r , ~ ,junior geologist, 
U. S. Geological Si~rvey, is this winter in 
charge of the worli in geology a t  Tulane Uni- 
versity, Xew Orleans. 

has orgimized a systeni for every one's con-
v~nience at small cost, while tlle other nloy 
tilreatcn to encroach on certain '' inalieiiable 
rigl~ts." The degree of control in either and 
all cases woulcl also vary mitll the confidence 
inspirecl by the acts of the department. The 
i~iind of the nation sllows signs of moving 
strongly to t l io~e  factors in its life whicll are 
ob~-iously aff'ecting tlie g e n e r ~ l  welfare. Iiere 
would lie the p e a t  hope of a Tarpartrnent of 
Bdacation. 

There are certain phases of the possible 
\vork of a Department of Education that seen1 
t o  the writer to be of paramount importance. 
'I'he ~~ les t ,  the east, the north and the south 
I1:ive developed antizgonisms through isolation 
and through variety of locality interests. I n  

DISCUSBIOY A N D  C O L ~ I Z ~ ~ I I ' I ' O F D ~ ~ S C ' Eall these regions magnificent work. in con-

NATIONAL LEADI3RSII[II' I N  I<DPCATION 

TIIE recent conimunications SCIENCEto of 
Nr.  E. C. Noore and Mr. Theo. B. Comstocli 
open a ficltl that can not fail to be of interest 
to specialists in education, and of great ini- 
portnnce to the country generally. 

Z t  is a good suggestion that the significance 
of the nation's worlc in education would be 
more adeqllately indicated by llaviilg a secre- 
tary of education than i t  ever could be by the 
oEce of comlliissioner of a bureau. If it 
should become a question of room in the Presi- 
dent's cabinet, i t  might be entirely feasible to 

s l ruc t i~e  idet~s in the field of education is 
t~eing done in  spots. B i t  except for the evan- 
csccmt results of etlucational conferences and 
the poorly circulated printed page, there is 
nothilrg to help a great idea to stick. If  in 
the state of New York an educational leader 
forlnulatcs the idea that the scllools and col- 
lcges sllould train their students to be illtel- 
1ct.tually honest, there sllould be some central 
autlioritg to recognize the far-reaching appli- 
c3atioil that  idea nligllt have in curing us of 
the habit of indirection in official and b~xsiness 
tlealings, and in removing sectional prejudice. 



If  an able essay is written in the state of Cali- 
fornia showing that nlorality is a social obli- 
gation, there should be some means of bring- 
ing that idea to the notice of all the people. 
How could these things be done? For answer 
we may ask, how does the Department of 
Agriculture utilize the ideas of scientific men? 
If we establish experiment st:ttions to discover 
means of conserving our material resources, 
wliy should we not establish experimental 
schools to test the usefulness of ideas directed 
toward the problem of social betterment? 

Experimental schools under the supervision 
of a Department of Education would certainly 
he Inore productive of good from the very first 
than the occasional niodel school here and 
there through the country, for a t  least these 
three reasons: because tlie literature of all 
previous experiments in all countries would be 
at their immediate command, because the ideas 
of a nation's teachers would flow to i t  nat-
urally, and because the successes and, equally 
important, the failures could always be mat- 
ters of public lcnowledge. 

We need better and more productive meth- 
ods of school administration than those com- 
monly employed. To this end national ex-
perimental schools could " t ry out " the various 
ideas along democratic lines that have come in 
our effort to free ourselves from the autocratic 
domination of one or a few strong or unprin- 
cipled men in control of systems of schools. 
Xoreover, the classical, the scientific and the 
"practical " subjects must be analyzed as to 
the character of subject-matter, and experi- 
mented with for results. We have the dictum 
of the middle ages that the classical languages 
bring culture to the mind of the learner. Are 
there not other subjects which may yield the 
product of culture? Again, teachers of the 
natural sciences have long claimed a monopoly 
of material which on being studied trains stu- 
clents to think. We who are in the work must 
soon acknowledge that we have not proved our 
case. The explanation of failure may lie in 
the possibility of our not knowing how to 
handle our material. There can be no qucs- 
tion that the natural sciences do present the 
opportunity for training to thinking. Na-

tional experimental schools could take up the 
discoveries in methods made by isolated teach- 
ers of science, and make them productive of 
good to great numbers of the younger genera- 
tion of citizeils. The help to a nation of gen- 
erally non-thinking people might be enormous. 

National experimental schools covering all 
the work: from lrindergarten to college should 
be established in various parts of the country, 
for tlie benefit of the local schools and to the 
profit of the national schools themselves. For 
administrative as well as for pedagogical and 
social reasons, these schools should offer, for 
example in the secoiidary grade, all the sub- 
jects now taught in the classical or special 
high schools. Only through the organization 
of this, a cosmopolitan high school, could com- 
parative results be obtained. 

I n  this connection we should not fail to 
consider tlie expense of possibly a score of 
national scliools. For that we could draw on 
the credit of the future to the extent of the 
cost of a few '(dreadnoughts." 

IIENRYR. IJ~NVILLE 
JAM N. Y .~ I C A ,  

THE ASSOCIATION OF AIfCRICAN CIIEMTCAL 

RESEARCH LABORATORIES 


TOTIIE EDITOROF SCIENCE:
Permit me, Sir, 
to correct an error in my letter printed in 
SCIEKCE, Amongissue of November 5, 1900. 
the laboratories whicll had, a t  the Clark Uni- 
versity celebration meeting on Septelnber 16, 
joined the newly formed Association of 
American Chemical Research Laboratories, 
lny letter mentioned that  of IIarvard Uni- 
versity. This is due to a misunderstanding. 
Professor Richards, the chairman of the de- 
partment, while "believing most heartily in 
the spirit and idea" of the association, had 
not explicitly pledged the IIarvard laboratory 
to join it, and now the director of the labora- 
tory, Professor Sanger, who has charge of all 
business matters, has definitely decided 
against adding the laboratory to the associa- 
tion list, in the belief that this would be con- 
trary to " the terms under which our chem-
icals and apparatus arc imported duty free." 

I have thought i t  scarcely necessary to point 
out that the borrowing of supplies by cduca-


