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surroundings. These two factors Dohrn con- 
sidered to be of the greatest importance in 
indirectly influencing the character of the 
work to be undertaken. 

The events of the past year have proved 
how fortunate i t  was that, Naples, and not 
Xessina, as was originally intended, should 
be the site of the aquarium. 

I n  the organization of the aquarium the 
university idea was developed to a degree 
never before practically realized. I n  practise 
as .well as theory this was an institution of 
learning as distinct from teaching. IIere are -

gathered together at one time as many as 
seventy or eighty representatives of the lead- 
ing universities of the world; professors, as- 
sistants and occasionally .undergraduate stu- 
dents, all engaged in carrying on investiga-
tions. (The expenses of the zoological sta- 
tion are in part defrayed by money received 
from the sale of entrance tickets to the 
aquarium, and in part by the subvention of 
different countries. Gterrnany pays for 22 
places in the laboratory, Italy for 9, the 
United States for 5, England for 3, Russia 
4, Austria 2, Hungary, ETolland, Belgium, 
Switzerland and Roumania each 1.) 

TIere zoologists, chemists, anatomists, physi- 
ologists, pathologists, practising physicians 
and professional philosophers are all intent 
upon the study of various problems, the solu- 
tion of which will eventually throw more light 
upon the origin and nature of the vital proa- 
esses in the lower organisms, and consequently 
and ultimately in man. Thoroughly imbued 
with the spirit of Darwin, Dohrn long ago 
realized that tlie only succersf~~l way to under- 
stand the complex phenomena of human life 
was to begin by studying the simpler manifes- 
tations in .the lower animals. The continuity 
and similarity of the life processes in the 
whole scale of animal life is unbroken. "You 
scientists hare little understanding of his-
tory," complained Moinmsen; "S171y.assulne:) 
retorted Dohrn, "that history begins and ends 
with man's appearance on the earth? I-Iere 
in the aquarium we are interested in ancient 
history, for here we study man's ancestors." 

Froni the crest of the mountains back of 

Sorrento, turning to the south, one looks 
down upon the Gulf of Salerno, on whose 
shores for centuries stood the most famous 
medical school of medieval times, where were 
gathered from the shores of Africa and Eu-
rope the most renowned students of their day. 
To-day, only the memory of that school re-
mains. Turning to the north one beholds the 
great expanse of the Bay of Naples, and by 
the aid of a glass discovers the aquarium, the 
institution which to-day has fallen heir to all 
that was best in the traditions of the Salerno 
school. The latter was a slow growth, the re- 
sult of the labors of many men upbuilding 
painfully for many years while the Naples 
Aquarium was the creation of one man-
Anton Dohrn, whose life was devoted to de- 
vising and perfecting unequaled facilities for 
the study of zoology; and he builded better 
than he knew, for he actually, although un- 
consciously, created a university. Year aRes 
year a greater number of trained investiga- 
tors, representing practically all the civilized 
govern~nents of the world, are gathered to-
gether at  the aquarium than are to be found 
in any other institution in the world. Within 
this building, racial prejudices and differencaes 
are ignored or forgotten by the brotherhood 
of scholars who carry on their work for the 
benefit of their common humanity. 

The scientific work of Dohrn has received 
generous commendation from his fellow work- 
ers in tlie sciences, but it still rernains for 
those who labor to preserve the peace of the 
world to show their appreciation of the quiet, 
unostentatious but potent influence upon the 
thought of mankind of " the peace congress " 
which is continuously in session at the Naples 
Acluarium. STEWARTPATON 

PRIKCETON,N. J. 

THE PA1,EONTOLOCICAI; SOCIETY 

AT the first meeting of the society at  10 A.M., 

on December 29, in the University ilTuseum, 
Cainbriclge, there will be a Conference on the 
Aspects of Paleontology, the program of which 
is as follows : 
dtlecluacy of the Falcontologic Recorcl: Samuel 

Calrin. It. S. I3asslcr. 



Interdependence of Strnligraplly and Palcontol-
ogy: W. J. Sinelair. E. (1. Ulrieii. 

Biologic Principlcj of Palcopcography: Chwllcs 
Schuchert, F. TT, fino~rliot~. 

Paleontologic E~idences of Climate: T. IT. Stan-
ton, Dsrid White. 

Nigration: Ilcnry S. TYilliams, Arthur Tiollick. 
Paleontologic Evirlences of Adaptive Radiation: 

1%.Fairfield Osborn. 
Anatomy and Pt~xsiologr in Extinct Organism\: 

Cllarles R. En;itrnan, Eudolf Rnc~demann. 
Contributions to A!Iorpl~oloLgy from Paleontology: 

Wm. Bullock Clail\, Charlcq D. Walcott. 
Einbryology ant1 I'alcontology: Richnrd S. Lull, 

U7illiarn TI. Dall. 
Ontogeny and Paleontology: F. 13. Loomis. Amn- 

delis IT7. Graban. 
Pl~ylogcny and Paleontology: Robcrt T. tJ,lelcson, 

D. Y. I 'cnl~allo~~. 
Paleolltologic Eridencrs of Rrcapitulation: E. R. 

Ctunings, L. ISussalrof. 
Isolation in Paleontology: Jolln &I. Clarice. 

I'hr.sical Society and titles should be sent t o  
him a t  Ttl~aca, N. Y. All titles should be i n  
his lIallclT by necembcr 14, accoml,anied by 
suitable abstract. Ertvr ,s~ JIJ~RBITT, 

h'ec. d)~?.Pli?/sical !Sot. 
A 1 , l . n ~ ~D. COJ,E, 

Bec. o f  s e c t i o n  R, 8. 8. ii. 8. 

SECTJOT i, 31 iTT-Tl-11\TICS AXD ASTROYoAIY 
I ~ R R A U G C ~ I L N ' T Share  bcerl made for  trro joilit 

sessiolis of Section A. The first c,f these is  to  
be lielrl jointly with Section J3 on Tucsday 
afternoon, S)ccenik)er 28, and the .eiwrld is t o  
he a joittt session with tlie American Slatlre- 
niatical Society on TTTeilncsday morning. 'I'he 
\-ice-presitlential acldrcsq of Section B is to be 
given dltri11g t l i ~  fr~rnier of t l~ese  st,s,:ollr and 
that  of Section ih clnring the latter. The scc- 
tion will organize on JZonday morniup. and 
the sessioi~r of Monday aftcrnooii a i ~ d  Tues- 

Continuity of Dewlop~nmt fro111 the P~~leontologic~ day ~ n o r n i n g  will be clovoted al1n~l.t esclu-
Standpoint: W. D. >Iatthc~v,T, n'ayland 
Vnnghan. 

Palcontology of \fan: S. IT. IT-illiston, John C. 
Merriaxn. 

PICCTION B, PITYSICS .4KD TTII: A\TCl?ICiT 

PIJYSJCAL ROCtTF>T\I 

dT the Boston meeting of tlie Arrlcrr'can AS- 
social ion for  the  Advancement of Science, 
Section I3 and tlle Aniericarr Physical Society, 
will i n  general hold joint se.;sions for  reading 
papers. The presiding oficcrs will be Dr.  L. 
I\. I h i ~ e r ,  of \'CTashi~rgton. cha i r~nan  of Sec-
tion T3, s a d  Professor I ienry Crrrv, of North- 
vesten1 University, president of the Fhy5ical 
Society. The  ad t l r~ss  of the retiring vice-
president of Section B will he giver1 by P1.o- 
fcs601- K a r l  E. Cuthe, of the University of 
31ichigan. Secdtion B mill hold one joint ses-
sion with Section A, a t  which s e ~ ~ r r a l  dirtin-
gnisheci scientists have promised pspi.rs which 
will be of i n t e r c ~ t  to  other sectiorrs. Another 
session will be given to the discussiorl of the 
teaching of physics, perhaps in corijunrtiuo 
wit11 Section 1,. 

The  program of special papcrs on researcll 
topics will be i n  charge of the secretary of the 

sively to astronomical pal3crs. Titles :111d ab- 
stracts shoultl reach the secret:lry bcfove 
December 15. (>. A. 3r1r.r !:I?,  

Sec.ictcli,y of Seelion d 

O ~ V I N Gto a clerical error, tlie prelinlintrry 
a n n o u a c c l ~ ~ e ~ ~ t  m*ronglyof the Boston l n e c t i ~ ~ g  
state> that  a joint sessioir v i l l  prol~nbly he ar- 
ra~ lged  bctwecn Section B and tlie Aln l t r i ca l~  
Society of Zoologists. The  officers of Section 
F proposctl a plan for  referring to the ilmeri- 
can Society of Zoologists the reaiiir~g of all 
worthy zoological papcrs by a u t l l o r ~  who are 
not xnen~hers of that  society; 11ut i t  was re-
jected by a vote " to keep the meeting3 of the 
Arrlcrican Society of Zoologists entirely ii1dc7- 
pentlent." As a result, i t  is  planned by thc  
oflicers of Section F to hold on Friclay, De-
cacniber 31, a meeting for  reading of ptlpers 
1137 mcrnhers or tha t  section who do not on 
their personal responsibility arrange for pre- 
scnting thc~ir papers in the meetings of the  
:\rnericaan Society of Zoologists or e l s e ~ ~ h e r e .  
O n  the days when that  society ii reading 
tec711nicnl papers, Section F will offer a series 
of prograins rlesigi~ed to appeal to tho intelli- 
gent public and to mcn of science who are not  
primarily zoologist^. Thus the conflicting 


