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T H E  FOOD SUPPLY OF T H E  FUTURE' 

FROMvarious sources we have heard of 
late warnings of a deficiency in the food 
supply of the future population of the 
United States. 

Thus President James J. Hill in his ad- 
dress before the Bankers' Association, and 
Inore elaborately in his recent article in 
Tlze World's W o r k ,  sets forth in striking 
terms the growth of our population and the 
present limits of wheat production and 
predicts a shortage of not less than 400,- 
000,000 bushels by the middle of the pres- 
ent century unless radical improvements 
in the prevailing methods of farming are 
speedily inaugurated. 

Davenport, in his address at the dedica- 
tion of Agricultural Hall at  the University 
of Maine, calculates that if the rate of in- 
crease of population in the past one hun- 
dred years be maintained, the end of the 
twentieth century mill see us with a popu- 
lation of twelve hundred millions, and 
emphasizes the fact that the agriculture 
of the future must be enormously produc- 
tive in order to feed these teeming mil-
lions. He says: 

The conditions t ha t  have just been discussed 
will not be temporary and transient; they will be 
enduring, yes, permanent, and they  must  be met  
b y  a permanent agriculture-a thing t he  world 
has never yet succeeded i n  establishing. Xo race 
has ever yet learned t o  feed i tsel f  except a t  the  
expense o f  the fert i l i ty  o f  i t s  own or some other 
country. Other races have come u p  against th is  
problem and have gone down under it. . . .  

There i s  t o  be, i n  the  kery  near future,  a 
struggle for land and the  food i t  will produce 

Presidential address delivered before the  Amer- 
ican Society o f  Animal Sutr i t ion  a t  Chicago, Ills., 
November 27. 1909. 


