
0:30 	 Recel~tion of the Academy and guests 
by President and Mrs. Wilson. 

TIIURRDAY, ~TOVEMEBR18 
10.00 ax. Scientific Session. 

1:00 	P.M. Luncheon. 
The program of papers to be presented was as 

follows: 
" On the Presence of Teeth in Echinoneus Van 

Phels," A. Agassiz, Cambridge, Illas.;. 
"The Geology of South Africa," W. I;. Scott, 

Princeton, N. J. 
" Porirlative Substances in Eggs," E. G. Conk-

lin, Princeton. X. J. 
"A Study of Immunity to Self-fertilization in 

Ciona," T. 11. Norgan, New Yorlt. 
"3Ieteor Crater, Arizona," D. 11. Barringer, 

Phi1:tdelphia (introduced by ITT.B. Scott). 
"Derivatives of Tantalum," E. F. Smith, Phila- 

delphia. 
" Some New Methods in Electro-analysis," E. F. 

Smith, Philadelphia. 
"The Emission of Electricity by Hot Bodies," 

0. TV. Ricliardson, Princeton, N. J. (iutroduccd 
by 	W. B. Scott). 

"The Physiography of Soutlleastern Alaslta," 
W. M. Davis, Cambridge, Mass. 

"The Pale Expedition of 1908 to Palestine and 
Syria," E. Huntington, New Haven, Conn. (intro-
duced by W. 11. Davis). 

"The Early Stages of Acnzcca," E. S.Morse, 
Salem, Mass. 

" The Transmisqion of Epidemic Polionlyelitis 
to 1Tonkeys," S Flexncr, New York. 

"The Present Status of the Ether," A. G. Web-
ster, Worcester, Mass. 

"Examples of Recent Photographs made a t  the 
Ye~kes Observatory," E. B. Frost, Madison Bay, 
Wis. 

"The Development of OEcn~llzcs,"C. D. Walcott, 
Washington, D. C. 

"Report of Investigations on the Correlation 
of Tertiary and Quaternary Horizons in Europe 
and North America," H. I". Osborn, New Yorlr. 

"The Skull of Tyraw,nosciurzcs,"13. 17. Osborn, 
New York. 

"The Fission of Double Stars," I-I. N. Russell, 
Princeton. N. J. (introduced hy W. B. Scott). 

"The First il10vements of the Vertebrate Em- 
bryo in Relation to the Dcvelopment of the Ncr- 
vous System," S. Paton, Princetoi~, N. J. (intro-
duccd by E. G. Conlilin).

" Tlie Development of Electric Tissue in Teleost 
Fishes," U. Dahlgren, Princeton, N. J. (introduced 
by E. G. Conlilin). 

"The Relative Sizes of Cells and Nuclei," E. G. 
Conlilin, Princeton, N. J. 

"Meitloir of Wolcott Gibbs," F. W. Clarke, 
Washington, D. C. 

"Biographical Sketch of C. A. Young," E. B. 
Frost, Madison Hay, Wis. 

"Me~noir of TV. I<. BrooBs," E. G. Conlilin, 
Princeton, N. J. 

ROCIRTIRB AND ACADEJIIES 

TIIE NEW YORK ACADEMY OF SCIQ,NCES-SECTION 

OF ANTIIROPOLOGY AND PSYCIIOLOGP 

A MEETING was held, in conjunction with the 
American Etllnological Society, on October 2b, a t  
the American 3fuscum of Natural History, Dr. 
Fishberg occupying the chair. 

Dr. Robert EI. Lowie, in discussing "The Age-
societies of the Plains Indians," distinguished 
between the gcnuine feasting age-societies of old, 
middle-aged and young men found among the 
Onialia ancl the ce~emonial agegroups of the 
Arapaho, Gros Ventre. Blacltfoot and Village 
tribes. The latter do not seem to correspond to 
fundarr~ental age divisionq, so that some other 
factor of as yet problematic character n u s t  be 
assumed to have entered in their development 
The lecturer insisted that these ceremonial organ- 
izations can not be classified on the basis of single 
characteristics, even though these involve the 
ostensible conditions of membership, but that i t  
is necessary to isolate well-marked single features 
and t,o study their cliflusion and the various eom- 
binaiiorrs into nhieh they enter. 

Mr. Leo J. Frachtenberg presented some "Notes 
on Coos Ethnology," in mhich he stated that the 
Coos Indians of northwestern Oregon form an 
independent linguistic stocli. Their language may 
be subdivided into two distinct dialects, called 
Ha'nis and 1ST'luli. The iLShl4'luk dialect is extinct, 
nhilr Ha'nis 	 is still spoltcn by about thirty indi- 
viduals living between Acme and Florence, in 
Lane County, Oregon. The long intercourse be- 
tmeen the Coos Indians and the white settlers has 
effected a total assimilation of the Red 1Man. 
To such an extent is this so that the Coos show 
no traces whatever of the ancient Indian mode of 
life. There are, howcver, a few individuals who 
still remcnlbcr phases of this life. The informa- 
tion obtained from these individuals tends to 
show that the ancient Coos customs and habits 
varied wry  little from those prevailing among 
tlle other tribes of the Pacific const. The most 
important difference., may be summed up as fol-
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lows: The Coos \yere a peaceful tribe. They 
seldom resorted to  war and never practiscd scalp- 
ing. Flattening of heads was unlino~vn among 
them, as  was likewise tattooing. Their imple-
ments and utcnsils s l io~,  a n  absolute lack of 
decorative arL, and their festivals were devoid 
of any ceremonial significance. 

It. S, \Tooow-omrr, 
Mecretary 

TIIE A3fB;RI(>hN CIIEhZIOAL SOCIETY 
S E W  1'ORIC SECTIOK 

TIIE second regular nieeting of the session of 
1900-10 was held a t  the Chemists' Club on No-
veinber 5. 

The Wm. 11. Nichols meclal, awarded annually 
for tlie best papcr read before the section, was 
presented to  L. H. T3arbeland, Sc.D., for "Re-
scnrches on Bakelite." 

The chairman, Dr. Morris Loeh, in presenting 
the medal, said that  aside from increasing the 
interest in the mcctingi of the New York 8ection, 
the meckrl afforded tlre very pleasant and gratify- 
ing resnlt of shoving appreciation of tlie ~ 0 r l i  
done by a friend and fello~v member. IIe took 
particular pleasure also in crowning bakelite on 
tlie occasion of DI. 13arkeland1s twenty-fifth anni- 
relsary of his doctordtc. 

Dr. Ilael~eland, in reply, expreiqed his hearty 
appreciation of thc honor extended to liiiu and 
or thc many expressions of fricndship ancl good 
nil1 accompanying the mcdal. IIe dcicribed some 
recent applications of bakelite in veneering and 
in the manufacture of compositioll billiard ball5 
a hich showed greater resiliellcy than ivory; also 
a rnetliod of running a mixture of tlie initial 
condcnaation product and wood pulp on a 'our-
drinier wire, thus obtaining a coarse paper mliich 
could be converted by the application of heat and 
pressure into many uscful forms. 

The cllairman called on Dr. Nichols, who, after 
speabing in high terms of Dr. Baekcland's work, 
passed to  tlre subject of the eighth International 
Congress of Applied Chemistry. He regarded i t  
as  111os-t inlportant that during tlie nest tlirce 
years wc should produce such papers and rc?earcli 
work as  to  show the American cherni>ts equal to 
any chemist5 in thc world. Dr. Nichols dcscribcld 
the preliminary plan9 for tlie congress of 1912, 
snjring that tlit. original conlrriittec woulcl be en-
larged so a s  t o  rcprc.sent the wltole United States, 
covering cvrrg branch and ewry phase of qcience; 
the invitation to meet in ilmrrica was received 
with great mtlulsiasm in I,onclon and its popu- 

larity is spreading rapidly through the states, 
affording support and confidence to those in charge 
of tlie work. 

Mr. Richard H. Caines read a paper on " Bac-
terial Activity as a Corrosive Influence in the 
Soil." 

Dr. E'. B. Power's paper, "The Cheniical Exam- 
ination of Jalap," was presented in abstract by 
Ilr. R. W. Moore and discussed a t  length by 
Dr. Virgil Coblentz. 

Dr. Wilder D. Bancroft gave some further re-
sults in photo-chemistry under the title "Stan-
nous Chloride and Solarization." 

Professor A. A. Brcneman gave a resume of his 
invcstigations on "Sewer Explosions in the City 
of New Yorb." 

C. M. JOYCE. 
Bccrelarg 

TBE ELISIIA XITCIIEJ.1, SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY OF TIiE 

TJRTVERSITY OF NORTIE CAROLINA 

TIIE 184th meeting was held in the Inair1 lecture 
roorn of Chemistry Ilall, Wednesday, October 20, 
1909, 7:30 P.M. The follou~ing papers were pre-
sented : 

"Yosemite Valley and the Big Trees " (lantern 
slides), by Professor W. C. Coker. 

"The Anatonlical Reaction of Nerve Cells in 
Norn~al and Excessive SIuscu1;~r Exertion " (illus-
tratcd will1 colored charts), hy Professor D. H. 
Dolley. 

T ~ I E185th meeting was licld in tlre main lecture 
hall of the Ctlcmistry Building, Tuesday evening, 
Novernber 9, 1909. Professor 11. V. Wilson prc- 
srntcd thc results of his investigations during the 
past summer a t  the Eeaufort (N. C.) Fisheries 
1,:~boratory upon "The Structure and Regencra- 
tion of the Skin in Sponges." Dr. A. S. Wheeler, 
in his paper on " A  New Study of Oceanic Salts," 
gave an outlinc of work done the past summer 
a t  thc same laboratory. S a ~ n p l c ~of watcr talcen 
from five points in the harbor were analyzcd with 
unusual carc. The differences in composition were 
found t o  be exceedingly small. Professor A. 11. 
Patterson, in liis paper "The Personal Equation 
in Judgment of JJcnptli, Mass and Time," pre-
sented tlie results of a series of tests upon a class 
in physics of twenty-t\~~o The averages of men. 
the guesses in rnost cases were above the true 
valucs. The maxilnuln and minimurn figures were 
usually much above and belom the correct ones. 

A. S. WIIEET.ER, 
Recordtng Xecretap-y 
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