
energy of elastic spheres alone m a y  suffice to 
account  f o r  t he i r  k inet ic  conditions in m a n y  
respects. J. E. SICBEL 

CHICAGO:ILL. 

SOCiIETIEB AYI) ACADEIIIES 
THE ANTHROPO1,OGIOAL SOCIETY OF T ~ ~ A S H I S G T O X  

THE 434th regular nieeting of tlie society rras 
held October 12, 1909, in the  West Hall of the 
University Building, George TT7ashington Univer- 
sity, with President Fcwkcs in the chair. 

The paper of tlie evening was by Dr. Ales 
ITrdlicka, \\-\-hose subject was " The Anthropology 
of Egypt in the Liglit of Recent Observations." 
This dealt niai~ily with tlie resillts of Dr. 
IIrdliclm's exl~editiont o  Egypt, carrieil out during 
the first part  of the current year under the 
auspices of the Rletropolita~l LIuseum of Ar t  and 
the National RIuseum. The expedition brought, 
besides other results, very important additions to  
the skeletal collection in the  Sational JIuseurll. 

The speaker, after  pointing out the importance 
to  anthropology of studies on the Egyptians, and 
mentioning the iinportant work tha t  has been and 
is being done in Egyptian research and exp lo ra t io~  
by dnierican Inen of science, particularly Breasted, 
Reisner, Lgtligoe and Davis, proceeded to  discuss 
the results of recent inveftigations on \+ell identi- 
fied skeletal remains from t h a t  country, ranging 
from the earliest to  the latest periods, and also 
the results of his exaillinations of the living rem- 
nants of tlie Egyptians. 

The principal facts lirougllt out were as follows: 
Contrary t o  the hitherto prevailing opinion, 

there were, in the course of time, marlied changes 
in  the physique, particularly the  form of the 
skull, of the Egyptians, the ancient crania being, 
on the averagc, decidedly longer and-narrower 
than those of the later periods. 

The Egyptians originated, in all probability. 
from niole than one s t r ~ a n l  of anthropoIogical1y 
related people, the plincipal element4 being Libyan 
and Puntite or Arabian. 

Kegro admixture \!as Telg small up  t o  the time 
of the  empire, -4 more noticeable addition con-
sisted of a bracllyeephalic strain conling probably 
from Asia Ifinor. This is traceable froin the 
earliest times and became iinportant during the 
Greek and Romnn occupation. 

The Egyptians vere  light t o  mediam bronn in 
color, u-vnlly with black, straight t o  slightly 
c l~ r ly  hair, a moderate stature nnci muscular 
development. They approached clo-ely in all tlieir 
important features the north Aflleans and south- 

western Asiatics and with tliese tlie European 
dolichocephalic whites. 

A t  the present time the ancient Egyptians may 
be considered as  practically extinct or rather ob-
literated. The actual population of the country 
is  an  amalgamation of the original inhabitants 
with tho Arabs, Negroes and inany clenients froin 
the northwest, north and northeast of the S i l e  
Valley. 

I n  certain Iocalities traces of tlie old Egyptians 
still can be recognizeil. This seems to  be prin-
cipally tlie case in the great oasis. h series of 155 
natires of this oasis mere closely studied, also 
photographed. The data. a re  being prepared for 
publication. 

The paper was discussed by Profeiqor Holmes, 
Dr. Cnsano~vicz, Dr. Folkmar, Dr. Hough, Dr. 
Fev:kes and others. J o a x  R. S w a s r o ~ ,  

Secretary 

THY AhlEBICbN CIIE3IICAL SOCIETY. NEV YORE 
SECTION 

THE first regular meeting of the scs~ion of 
1909-10 was held :it the  Chemists Club on Octo-
ber 8. 

Dr. Morris Loeh, in taking the chair, made a 
short address. He spoke of the plans of the sec-
tion for the approaching sesqion and especially 
conlmented upon the  desirability of a chemical 
museum, expressing the  hope tha t  i t  might be 
housed together T~ i th  the society library in the 
new quarters of tile Chemists' Club. 

Dr. A. P. IIallock gave a report of the general 
meeting of the  society a t  Detroit, calling attcn-
tion to the hospitality and very enjoyable enter- 
tainment oft'ered by the  Detroit Section 

Professor 11. A. RosanofY, of Clark U n i ~ e r s i t r ,  
~ c , ~ da paper Ly C. W. Easley and himself " O n  
tlie Par t ia l  Vapor Pressures of Binary llixturei." 
This paper is  publiched in full in the  c u r ~ c n t  
number of the Jozirnal of the A?nericun Chemical 
Bociety. 

Professor ?I. C. Sherman presented " A Source 
of E ~ r o r  in the Cuamination of Foods for Salicylic 
Acid," 

The meml~ers pre-ent were in$ited to  attend a 
special meeting of the Chemists' Club held after 
the atljournment of the  meeting of the section. 
At  this meeting the plans of the building corn-
rnittee for a larger and more adeq~iate club h o u ~  
were adopted, insuring a home for the chernifts of: 
New York unrxcelled in this country or probably 
abroad. C. JOKE.?*I. 

Seeretnry 


