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coinmittcc are Professor Pavy, of Lontlon, M. 
Blondel, of Paris, as president and vicc-prcsi- 
dent; the latter is also secretary of the Tntcr- 
national 3Icdical Press Association, Dr. 
Maragliano, of Genoa, Dr. &fuller, or Ruda-
pest, and Dr. 'CValdeycr, of Berlin. 

TJiVIT/BR8ITI' AVD FDUCrll l IOXAI; Kl;:lVR 

TIIE trustees of Princetun University have 
accepted the gift of $500,000 of Mr. W. C. 
Proctor, of Cincinnati, made on conclitioll 
that an equal sun1 be obtained for the grarl- 
uate school by Jfay 1, 1910, ancl that the 
school be not situated whcrc the lloi~se of 
the president now stands. 

I - Iav~n~onnCOLLEGEhas rcccived $100.000 
to establish a funcl for pensioning its pro- 
fessors. 

TIIE General Etlucation 'Iioarcl has nladc a 
conditional appropriation of $125,000 to Ohio 
Wcsleyan University, a t  Delaware, 0. 

Nns. C I I A R J , ~ ~  ofE. PERICINB, Burlington, 
Ia., has given $00,000 to Rarvartl TJniversity, 
to establish1 scholarships for students from 
Towa. 

I T ~ R ~ A R D  has giftsT:N~VI:RSITY receiretl 
amonnting to $6,600, to be used for the im- 
mediate benefit of fresllmen in IIarvard (701- 
legc., under tlre direction of the assistant dean. 

AN additional slim of about $40,000 1las 
been collcctccl in tlle Canton district for the 
cndolvinent of Hong Iiong University. 

T i n  laboratories of Tlre Rice Institute, 
a t  Houston, Texas, arc being planned with 
tlic assistance of Professor J. S. An~es, of 
Baltimore; Professor E.  6. Conlrlin, of 
Princeton; Professor T. W. Richards, of Cam- 
bridge, and Professor R. W. Stratton, of 
Washington. 

WllEN the forrncr College of 3ledicine of 
the University of Soutllern California became 
the 1'0s Angeles 3Zedica1 Department of the 
TTniversity of California, the former univc1.- 
sity was left without a nleclical department. 
Recently, howc~rer, tlre College of Plrysicians 
and S~~rgeons  overof Los Angeles was taken 

and made an integral part of the University 
of Soutliern CaliEornia. 

Dii. G. 13. LONGST.~PB,of New College, Ox-
ford, has presented e2,400 as an additional en-
dowment for the Hope department of zoology. 

MR. F. T. IIAT~~\IID as-has been appointed 
sistant professor of mining and rnetallurgy a t  
the University of S\'isconsin. Mr. IIavard 
is a well known metallurgical cnginccr, and a 
frequent contributor to tllc technical press. 
IIc is a graduate of the Royal School of 
Mines, Freiberg, ant1 has Eiad liis n ~ e t ~ l l u r -  
gical experience in ('rcrnlany, Cbilc, Nontana 
and clse\vhcrc. 

TIIE Unirersity of Pittsburgh has appointed 
Frederick L. Bishop, '98, formerly professor 
of lshysics a t  the Bratfey Polyteclinic Tnsti- 
tutc o-F Peoria, Ill., hcad of the dep~rtrnent of 
physics. 

DR. G. A. V a s  RYRIIF:RI\-, associate profess~r 
of physiology a t  Rome, has been apl3ointed 
profcssor of physiology at Amsterdani. 

MR. SVAT,TER RI~UDENI:I,T, GIT~I,, formerly 
scholar of Christ Clinrch, Oxford, has been 
elecated to a fellowship a t  hiertoil College to 
undertalrc research work in physics and to act, 
as a denionstrator. 

DR. XART, nf~rtne, of Franlifort, 112s brcn ap-
pointed professor of philosophy at Wiirzburg. 

DR. I<. CORREXS, T,eipzig, has ap-of bcen 
pointed professor of botany a t  lliinster. 

DTRCUR870A7 '4 3-7l COT<RCSPOTDKNfV 

RECOIIMCUD \TIONS REGARDING TTIE TREATniEST 

OF GEN1IR.i \371TTIOUT SPECIES, ETC. 

As an outcome of the recent discussion in 
Scrcxc~: of the " Cenere without Species " 
questioi~, tlic following suggestions are offered 
for the consideration of zoologist.: and will be 
transrnittetl to the International Zoological 
Congress Conlmittec on Nomenclature. They 
are the result of r c c c ~ ~ tcorrespondence be-
tween Professor T. ll. A. Coclrercll and the 
writer, and have bee11 Eonnulated, and are 
llcre presentrtl, 1 ' ~his suggestion and on lines 
prop04~d hinl, v i th  modifications that meet 
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his approval. They relate not only to  species- 
less genera, but  to  genera based on a species, 
or on a group of congeneric species, designated 
only by a vernacular name, unaccompanied by 
a diagnosis, o r  by a n  inadequate one. 

1. A generic name piopored ~ i t h o u t  mention 
of any described species is invalid unless i t  is 
accompanied by a diagnosis of such a character 
as to indicate that it  is bawd on a previously 
known species, or group of species, that can be 
unequivocally identified as the basis of the diag- 
nosis. Examples: Gavia J. R. Forstcr (1788), 
based exclusively on the loons, a small group of 
strictly congeneric species; F'rega-la and Picoides 
LacBphde (1790), based on single species obvi- 
ously indicated by the diagnosis. 

2. A generic name, proposed with or without a 
diagnosis, may be accepted if a gcnotype is 
designated merely by a vernacular name of un-
equivocal significance. Examples : PZ[~utusBriin-
nicll ( 1771), based on an unmistakitble diagnosis 
of the great auk with the addition of the Danish 
vernacular name of the species; Regulus Cuvier 
(1800), proposed, without diagnosis, for the king- 
lets ( "  les roitelets "=Molacilla ?vgulus Linn., 
as  shown by Cuvier's previous (1708) use of 
these names). 

In  cases like the one last mentioned, a vcrnac- 
ular name is to  be accepted as a genotjpe only 
when the author thus employing it  has used tllc 
vernacular name accompanied by the equivalent 
systematic name in a previously publiqhed work, 
thus defining i t  beyond question. A vernacular 
name is also (and not o ther~ ise )  available as a 
genotype when accompanied by a reference to a 
work or author where it  has been defined. 

It is believed that  these recommendations 
car1 be accepted witliout rislr of serious com- 
plications. The first has long been a part of 
the A. 0.U. Code; the second is not  formally 
adopted as a rule, but is  implied i n  the "re-  
marks " under Canon XXXII. (p. Ixi) of the 
Revised A. 0. U. Code, which relates to  
nomina nuda. The following has a direct 
bearing upon this  lwoposition : 

The names of genera and qubgenera given mitll- 
out diagnosis or any other indication of a i3pe 
than a vernacular name without a citation of its 
previous use, as in Cuvier's "Tableau G6n6ra1 des 
Classes des Animauu," in the first volume of his 
" T,e~ons d'Anatoxnie Cornpar& " (and in other 
similar cases), are tenable if the vernacular name 

is one that has been used and defined by a then 
current systen~atic name by the same author in a 
previous worli; the ~~ernaealar  name in such cases 
defines the type. J. A. ALLEN 

AMICRIOAN OF~JUSEUM 
NATURALHISTORY 

T o  TIIE OF I have readEDITOR SCIENCE: 

with mucll interest Mr. Jonathan Dwight's 

article i n  a recent number of on
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" The Burden of Nomenclature." While I aln 
i n  sympathy with this article, and with the  
general tendency of modern systematic biolo- 
gists to  forlnulate rules and codes t o  govern 
the application of generic and specific names, 
I wish t o  emphasize the point that  n o  matter  
how perfect such a code may be we can not 
hope that  staluility will be the  immediate re- 
sult. A very important factor i n  the applica- 
tion of namcs is the study of the organisins 
to  which the names are applied. The perfect 
code would indicate the application of the  
names when the study of a group of organisms 
had been completed. When the study of all 
organisms has been coinpleted we may hope 
for a more or less stable nomenclature. Unti l  
tha t  t ime we must accept as inevitable a cer- 
t a in  amount of change as  groups are critically 
studied. It is  t rue tha t  much of the change 
during the present era is due to  the use of 
different codes, to  niisinterpretatio~l of rules 
and to what some are pleased to call the jug- 
gling of namcs, tha t  is, a n  attempt to fix names 
without carefully studying the group con-
cerned. B u t  aside from this there is what 
mre must accept as legitimate and inevitable 
change due t o  increased lrnowledge of the  
organisms and their nomenclaiorial history. 
It is not necessarily a n  adverse criticism of a 
code tha t  different editions of a list show 
changes i n  nomenclature. I n  my own work 
I have found that  absolute stability of nomen- 
clature is practically unattainable. Star t ing 
with the traditional application of names i n  a 
given group, investigation may show tha t  
many of these names have been misapplied. 
Two authors studying the same group a t  dif- 
ferent times may apply the names i n  different 


