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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
) OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY?!
AmoNe his other wise sayings Aristotle

remarked that man is by nature a social
animal; and it is in order to develop his
powers as a social being that American col-
leges exist. The object of the undergradu-
ate department is not to produce hermits,
each imprisoned in the cell of his own in-
tellectual pursuits, but men fitted to take
their places in the community and live in
contact with their fellow men.

The college of the old type possessed a
solidarity which enabled it to fulfil that
purpose well enough in its time, although
on a narrower scale and a lower plane than
we aspire to at the present day. It was so
small that the students were all well ac-
quainted with one another, or at least with
their classmates. They were constantly
thrown together, in chapel, in the class-
room, in the dining hall, in the college
dormitories, in their simple forms of recre-
ation, and they were constantly measuring
themselves by one standard in their com-
mon occupations. The curriculum, con-
sisting mainly of the classies, with a little
mathematies, philosophy, and history, was
the same for them all; designed, as it was,
not only as a preparation for the profes-
sions of the ministry and the law, but also
as the universal foundation of liberal edu-
cation.

In the course of time these simple meth-
ods were outgrown. President Eliot
pointed out with unanswerable forece that
the field of human knowledge had long

* Given by Dr. A. Lawrence Lowell on October 6.
Reprinted from the Boston Evening Transcript.



