
SCIENCE 


in rats and in ground squirrels. The infec- 
tion in ground squirrels has so far  appeared 
in Contra Costa and Alameda Counties, Cali- 
fornia, chiefly tlie former, where, up to Sep-
tember 10, 1909, 220 plague-infected squirrels 
had been found. The Public Health and Ma- 
rine-Hospital Service is attempting to de-
stroy all the ground squirrels in the involved 
area, or a t  least to so reduce them in number 
that the plague infection among them will die 
out of its own accorcl. This article gives a de- 
tailed acconnt of plague infection among 
the ground squirrels in Contra Costa County, 
and the relation of squirrel plague to plague 
in man. It also describes the means employed 
for the destruction of the squirrels, and gives 
a serial list of infected squirrels with the lo- 
cation where found. The article has been re- 
printed, and a limited edition is available for 
distribution to those interestcd. Requests for 
copies should be niade to the Surgeon-General, 
Public Health and Marine-TTospital Service, 
Washington, D. C. 

A BII,I, to promote the econoriiic development 
of the TJnited Kingdom and the improvement 
of the roads was introduced in the IIouse of 
Conimons on August 26 by the cllarrcellor of 
the exchequer. I n  the explanatory menloran- 
dum, as suniniarized in Naiure, i t  is stated 
that the bill enables tile treasurv to make free 
grants and loans for the purpose of aiding 
and developing forestry, agriculture and rural 
industries, the reclamation and drainage of 
land, the improvement of rural transport 
(other than roads), the construction and inl- 
provement of harbors and canals, and the 
development and improvement of fisheries, and 
for many other purposes calculated to pro-
mote the economic development of the IJnitetl 
Kingdom. A grant or loan must be niade 
either to or through a government departriient, 
and all applications for grants or loans have 
to be referred to an advisory committee, and 
the recommendations of the committee con-
sidered before the grant or loan is made; but 
the responsibility of making the grant or loan 
will rest with the treasury, who will not be 
bound by the recommendations of the com-
mittee. All grants and loans will be made 

out of a separate fund, which will be fed by 
(1) sums annually voted by parliament; (2) 
a sum of £2,500,000 charged on the consoli- 
dated fnnd and payable in five annual instal- 
mcnts of £500,000 each in 1911, 1912, 1913, 
1914 and 1915; (3) S L I I ~ Sreceived by way of 
interest on and repayment of loans and the 
profits made as the result of a grant or loan in 
cases where the repayment of such profits is  
niade a conclitioil of the grant or loan. 
I'ower is given to the Board of Agriculture 
and Fisheries and the Department of Agri-
culture and Technical Instruction for Ireland 
to acquire land (compulsory if necessary) for 
any purpose for which a grant is made to 
them. The bill will 13er1nit the expenditure of 
money on scientific research and experimental 
worli of a kind likely to be beneficial to agri- 
culture. The bill Purther coilstitutes a Road 
Board for the purpose of improving the facili- 
ties for motor traffic. I n  addition to the 
power of acquiring land for the purposes of 
new roads proposed to be constructed by the 
Road Board, the board is given power to ac-
quire land in rural districts on either side of 
any such proposed road to the extent of 220 
yards in  depth. 

UATIT7ERRI1'Y AND EDUCATIONAL XEITR 

JIARVARD has $15,000UNIVERSITY received 
from Nrs. James Augustus Rumrill, to e9tab- 
l i ~ h  three scholarships. 

TIIE alumni fund of Yale Uiliversity was 
increased last year by $73,000, the total fund 
now being $361,000. 

AN anonymous gift of $250,000 has been 
made toward providing a pension fnnd for 
teachers in the public schools of Pittsburgh. 

Ex-GOVERNOR n. PORTER,JAMES LL.D., has 
resigned the presidency of Peabody College 
for Teachers at Rashville, Tennessee, which 
ofice he has held for seven years. The duties 
of tlle ofice have been assigned to Dr. J. I. 33. 
Binds, professor of chemistry, and for several 
years dean of the college faculty. Dr. TIinds 
will hold this position until a president is 
elected by the trustees of the Kew George 
Peabocly College for Teachers, which is now 
in the process of organization. Governor Por- 



ter rctains his position as a member of the 
Peabody Education Board and chancellor of 
the University of Nashville. 

MAJOR F~li:~li:nrcIc 8. RUSSELL,U.S.A., pro-
fessor of pathology in the Army Medical 
School ancl curator of the Army Mcdical Mu-
scum, has bcen selected to saccccd Dr. Joscph 
J. Rinyoun as profc~sor of pathology and bac- 
tcriology in Gcorge Washington University. 

DR. Eoss ANDERSONBas resigncd as pro-
fessor of bactcriology aizd pathology in the 
University of Utah, and has been succeeded 
by Dr. Franlr A. NcC. Jenliin, of the Univcr- 
s i t s  of Michigan. 

k r  Wcstern Ecserve University, instructors 
have bccn appointed as follows: John A. 
Blaclr, A.X., in chemistry; A. 13. Ford, A.M., 
in mathematics; Clinton R. Staufl'er, in geol- 
ogy; Davidson Black, ll.D., in histology arrd 
embryology. 

INthe medical dcpartnlent of the Uniocr- 
sity of Tcxas, Dr. Ercnry JTartrnan has been 
appointed dclnonstrator of pathology and Dr. 
E .  E. Callornay, demonstrator of anatomy. 

g.IT .  HEN~ERSON, (Columbia), pro- Ph.D. 
fessor of education and psycl~ology a t  Adel- 
phi Collese, Brooklyn, has becn transferred to 
thc chair of pllilosophy. 

DR.S. E. Wo~~nacrrhas been appointed 
director of the llistological laboratory of Mc- 
Gill University. 

k c  Queen's University, a t  Iiingston, Ont., 
Dr. W. 0. TITallrer has becn appointed associ- 
ate professor. 

DR. GI:ORCEA. GIBSON, F.R.S., has been 
appointetl professor of mathern'tics at Glas-
gow, in successiorl to Professor Jacli, -cvlilo has 
resigned. 

MR. T. MATIIER, F.TZ.S., has been appoixlted 
profec;sor of electrical engineering a t  tllc City 
and Guilds Central Technical College in silt-

cession to tllc late Professor Aryton, F.R.S. 

MI^. WILI~IA~I lecturerBROWN, B.Sc., in 
electro-technology a t  the Royal College of 
Science for Ireland, has been appointed, ac: 

from October 1,to the chair of physics in  the 
collcgc, which will become vacant on that 
date owing to the retirement of Professor W. 
Ti'. Barrett, F.R.S., under the treasury regu- 
lations as to age. 

-

DISCUSSION A N D  CORRE',SI'OYDE\TCE 

PROGRESS OF THE INTERSATIONAL LANGUAGE 

ESPRIZANTO 

OX account of tlie in1portanc.e of an inter-
national languagc to scicnce, American sci- 
entists will undonhtedly he intcrcsted in the 
following bits of information conccrning the 
international language Esperanto. This Ian- 
gnage was endorsed by tlie Pan-American 
Scientific Congress, which met in Chili, and 
i t  mas rccomlnendcd that Esperanto be taught 
generally in the schools. 

The International Mcdical Congress, which 
inct thiq s11mmer a t  Buds Pestli. rcceivcd ten 
reports in Esperanto. 

Thc lntcrnational Congress of Psychologists, 
a t  its recent meeting in Geneva, admittcd 
Kspcranto as an officinl language, placing i t  
on the salne basis as German, French, Eng- 
lish and Italian. Four addresses were nzadc 
in Esperanto at t l ~ e  general sessions. 

The report of the ninth International Con- 
gress of Geography, recently lteltl in Geneva, 
has bcen printed (urrofficiallg) in Rspcranto. 

Thc eighth Intcrrlational Congrcss of Hy-
drology, Cl in~atolog~ and Plty,iotlicrapy, which 
met in the city of Alqiers in April, made 
oXicial use of Esperanto in i t s  sessions. 

The Brazilian governnzent recently pub-
liihetl in Es1)erailto a rfs11rnF of the indus-
trial rlevelopn~ent of Brazil. 11s any one 
who is familiar with onc or two modern 
languages and knows a little Latin can easily 
acquire a reading knon~leclge of Kspcranto in 
a few weeks, i t  is ~ ~ ~ g g c n t c d  that any who are 
inte~ested in the above report miglit do well to 
secure a copy of it. Molly othcr minor notes 
might be given, showing that Rsperanto is 
rapidly assuming thc place which was intended 
for it, namely, as a means of inter-commnni- 
cation between people who speali different 
langylages. 

I may add to the above notes that there is a 
strong international organization of physi-


