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FORthe most part, higher eclucation in 
X~neric.a, has heen carried on by institu-
tions singularly iwlatctl one from another. 
E a c l ~  has been a liiw unto itsell. The slate 
11as cotlI~brrec1 upon tl~ern acaclcnlic povrers, 
but has not defined their acaclenlic respon- 
sibilities. I n  a liltle less degree, the same 
sepnratisn~ has prevailed in our secondary 
cclucation, and again in less clegree in our 
elenlentary schools. 

TVc weyc incli~-idualists in our education, 
with ins1 itutions as our units, before we 
hecame out-aacl-out jndiviclualists, with 
sin::lc stlldents as our units. It is hard to 
see how this indi vicl~aalism could noxv be 
cnrriecl Iurthcr, unless it miglit be by ex- 
iencling the clcctive system clown through 
t h r  qr:lclcs aird into the primary school. 
The inost raclical advocates of free election, 
ho~\~evcr,balk a t  the o0'er to six-year-olcls 
of ;1 choice between learning to read and 
learning lo make ~ n i t d  pies. lTere at  least 
tlre cloctrirle of eclaivalence breaks down, 
and iiiclec~cl i t  seerus doubtlul wllether the 
elrctivr system will spread very far  beyond 
its present boundaries. 11s great vogue in 
our best universities, its long ascendency, 
the personal weight of its ablest advocates 
-even these considerations can not dis-
cruise the fact that, in  the long sweep of 
educational history, it is a mode, a fashion, 
a phase, and not the ultiinate solution of a 
l~roblem of the ages. In inore trivial and 
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