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quasi inheritance, remembered the acci~lcnt, and 
naturally attributed the deformity to  this cause. 
I t  has been probably a case of "post, hoc" and 
not "propter hoc." I grieve that you should have 
expended so much time, trouble and great kindness 
in vain. As for myself I am well aceusto~lled in 
my experimental work to get definite resnlts but 
once in three or four times, and thus alone can 
science prosper. With my renewed thanlrs, I re-
main, Dear Sir, 

Poiirs faithfully, 
CIIARIXS DABWIN 

The above publication did not give the dates 
of the letters; however, the first mas i n  1877 
and the last in 1878. 

devoting himself especially to the Op~stho-
branchiata and particularly to the group o f  
Nudibranchiata. EIis publislied works on 
these animals form a small library and a mine 
of detailed information. The chief results of 
this unremitting labor are sun~med up in a 
large quarto in  which he gives a complete 
systematic arrangement for these animals. 
Beside this contributioll to the knowledge of 
molluscan anatomy he publishcd sevrral val- 
uable memoirs on other groups of mollusks, 
an  especially notable instance being a fine 
memoir on the anatomy of the genus Conus. 
He was largely concerned with the public a t'ion 
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IAunw~oRL'DOLPJT wasSOPIIUSBERCIT born 
in Copenhagen, October 15, 1824. IIis father 
was a military surgeon. Since his family was 
in  moderate circun~stances, he nndertooli a t  
eighteen years of age to support himself dur- 
ing his student life, taking the niedical course 
with zoology and general anatomy under the 
anatomist Ibseil and the distinguished mala- 
cologist Beclr. His first paper, published in 
1863, mas a contribution toward a monograph 
of the Marseniid~.  I n  the same year, during 
the cholera epidemic a t  Copenhagen, he acted 
as one of the medical staff formed to con~bat 
the ravages of this disea5e. I n  1860 11e re-
ceived his degree of doctor of medicine a t  the 
TJniversity of Copenhagen, and was appointed 
three years later liead surgeon for dermatology 
and venerology in the Cenerd IXospital; in 
1881 professor of these brmches in the nni- 
versity, and in 1885 head surgeon in charge 
of the newly built Vestre ITospital, erected and 
fitted after his own plans. This responsible 
position he retained until 1003, when he re-
tired for age; two years later he ceased his 
private practi,cc, and soon after, by thc failure 
of eyesight, was obliged to relinquish his 
microscopical researches. ITe died a t  Copen- 
hagen, June  20, 1900, leaving a idow ow and 
one son, his namesake. 

Dr. Berg11 for many years stood a t  the head 
of tlte small group of nialacological anatomists, 

taiIing the rcsults of the researches in eastern 
seas by Carl Semper, who was his intimate 
friend. I n  medicine also, liis publications, 
bmed on the treatment of thousands of hos-
pital patients, took a h i d l  rank. ITe was 
naturally a member of most European so-
cieties and academies eonocrned in medicine 
or zoology, and was electcd ITuxIcy's successor 
in the corresponding membership of the Insti- 
tute of France. 

Personally, Dr. Berg11 was most genial and 
agreeable in manner, ever ready to help 
younger students, or serve as cicerone to for- 
eign colleagues visiting his beloved Copen-
hagen. I-Sospitable and unpretentious, a 
staunch friend and untiring student, his 
cleath leaves a gap in the ranlrs of the ~c tc rans  
which we may hardly hope to see filletl, and a 
memory which tl~ose who knew hit11 will cher- 
is11 long. 

WM. IT. DALL 

SCZESTZI~'ZCA O I Z B  ,4vn m r v ~ y  
TIIE American Astronomical and Astro-

physical Society held its tenth ~ n n u a l  meeting 
a t  the Yerlzes Observatory, Willianls Bag, 
Wisconsjn, on August 19-21. Fifty members 
were present and forty-one papers were pre-
sented. Tlle following are the officers for the 
ensuing year: President,  E. C. Piclcering; 
Pimt Vice-president,  George C. Comstock; 
Second T'ice-presidenf, W. W. Campbell; 
Secretary,  W. J. I Iuh~ey;Treasr~rer ,C. I-. 
Doolittle; Members o f  the  Coulzcil, W.  J .  


