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tatlt a t  IT~vann .  A corl~nli t te~on an ccolog-
icnl survey appointed 117 the Illinois Acnrirmy 
of Science, of which Dr. Forbes iq cilair~n:%rl, 
ir associated with this work in an advisdry 
capacity, and the mc111bcr.: of the colnmittee 
will share in its investigations. The starion 
is equipped with a floating laboratory, a gaso-
line lai~nch itnd the various apparatus nec-.c3s- 
sary for aqnatic collection and inre-tigation. 
It is the intention of the n~al~agemcntto 
open the station to bioloqicnl and rrological 
inve~tizators dliring the summer of 1910. 

T11~tiiird ~necting of the perrnaric.nt conl- 
mission of the lntcrnati~nii l  Seisn~oXogicnI 
~lssocintlon will takc placc Al~lgust  30 to Pcp-
texnbcr 4. at  Zcrrnatf, Switzrr!nnrl. 

Tlmovc,rr thr  liinchless of ProlT'asor Lam- 
brtcht and Dr. Davits, of zhe Unirersity of 
Lcipzig, arrangenhei~ta have Iyecn n~acte for a 
special rooin for A~nericans who visit the 
celcbl*ation a t  the 500th anniversary of t l l ~  
founding of I i ipz ig  [Joiversity. This rooril is 
a t  thc Qolrlner Bir ,  Unirerqitiit Strassc 11. 
~9rnerican;: shouTtX regiatcr a t  this place and 
thcy d l  here be givcn any i r ~ f o r n ~ ~ t i o n  that 

thcy neecl for the celebration. 


UhTI?'I'I;Eh'fl?TY EDCiC-LTIOVAr. NBFVSA Y D  

Aarol-c gifts to Yale University announced 
a t  the recent commcncentc~ii, mere $100,000 to 
establish a Jolin Sloauc menlorial fulrd for the 
increase of salaries arid two gifts of $20,000 
each towards the establisli~nent of A professor-
ship of education. It is further announced 
that  a compromise has heel1 effected in tlie 
case of the will of Eredericli C. Ilewitt, by 
which the university will receive $400,000. 

T ~ I EDrapers' Company have rcncwed their 
grant of C2.000 (£200 a yoar for five years) 
to the departuncnt of applied rnathe~ilatics in 
Loncton 'C'niversi ty under Professor Ea r l  Pear- 
son, thus enabling the rewarch worli in statis- 
tics aiid in the biomclric laboratory to  be con- 
t i i~ucd and extended. The JIercera' Comparxy 
have mado a gparlt of £500 to the tlcparttil~nt 
of physiology. 

THEnev  I~ls t i tu te  of Physiology a t  Univer- 
sity College, London, was opened on June 17 
by Mr. lialdane, the secretary of state for war, 

Dn. HENRY of the University of 13. W~RD,  
Nebraska, has accepted a professorship of zool- 
ogy in the IJnivcr~ity of Illinois. 

DR.Rnnro r ;~IT. STCTSOS, of Bcloit College, 
has been appointed professnr of psychology a t  
Oberlin College, 

DR. FBBNEC who for the pastN. FJ~E:E~LAN, 
year has held the traveling fellowship in phil- 
osopl~y and psychology from Yale University, 
has heen appointed instructor i n  educational 
psgc~ilology in thc ITniversity of Chicago. 

A ~ R .  CJJ~TONn. ~TAUF&'ER,  (Olli0.&>I. 
State) has been appointsd instructor i n  geol- 
ogy in Wratern Xrseri-e University. 

F ~ i o ~ ~ q s o r ,  R. RECICER,C l r a ~ r ~ ~ s  now in the 
gmdnate sc*hool of the T;nivez-ity of Chicago, 
has bcen appointctl irlsCructor in biology and 
geology a t  illleghcrly Collt.ge for tho coming 
year. 

Rr ro rx~~rb!u~sand promotions in  the St, 
Lollis I'niversity ScIlool of Nedicine are an- 
nounced as follows: Dr. M. F. Engnlan has 
been nlarie professor of dolm~atoiogy in place 
of Dr. Jo11n H. Drmcan, resigned. Dm, J. W. 
3rarehildon, J. J. 'EIonxvinIi and R. D. Garrnan 
have bcen advanced from instructors to assis- 
tant  professors of bacteriology, dermatology 
and " rrontgenolopy," respectively. 

D1,SCURSfON ASU C'ORI?ESPONDENCfl 

" TJfE DATLICIIT S.LYlNQ BILL " 


'Yo THC EI)LTOR
OF XCTI:NCC: The reference to 

tile bill in SCIENCE
for June  18, 1009, page 
9'73, i n  the interesting. letter of " "T. C. N." 
is not quite accurate. The bill was intro-
duced in the Indiana legislature and pro-
vided that the ratio of the circumference to 
the diameter of the circle sltould 1% exactly 
three to one. It was referred to " The Com- 
mittee 0x1 Srnarnp Lancl~." The introducer of 
the bill evidently had never beard of 71; and if 
he had, would probably have considered i t  a 
syrnbol of traditional New England breali-
fast disli. 

The published report of the hearings be- 
fore the special comrnitte~ of parliament on 
tho " Daylight Saving Bill," from ~chich the 
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following quotations are talren, does not indi- 
cate that it is supported by many distinguished 
men of science. It was testified that the 
" Science Guild" of which Sir Norman 
Lockyer is chairman, and which is composed 
of "scientific ~eople  or people who take an 
interest in science" feels "that it is a great 
mistake to tamper with time." The bill was 
strongly opposed by Sir Willianl I-I. M. 
Christie, the astronomer royal, and Sir David 
Gill, who was recently his majesty's astrono-
mer at  the Cape of Good Hope. It was 
through the influence and active work of the 
latter that standard time was substituted for 
local time in South Africa in  1903. The bill 
was favored by Professor Ran~baut, professor 
of astronomy in the University of Dublin, 
and Sir Robert S. Ball, formerly astronomer 
royal of Ireland, bat both of these gentlemen 
strongly opposed the proposition to set the 
clocks one hour ahead. They favored the 
idea of making three changes of twenty 
minutes for the summer, returning to Green- 
wich mean time for the winter; in other words, 
the long-hour and short-hour plan. To this 
the practical objections are very great and it 
is understood that its advocacy before parlia- 
ment has now been definitely abandoned. 

Sir William I-I. M. Christie called atten-
tion to the fnct that neither Sir Robert Ball 
nor Professor Rambaut, when in Ireland, had 
"succeeded in persuading their countrymen 
of the advantages of early rising which might 
have been secured by substituting Greenwich 
for Dublin time, the Irish clocks being thus 
put twenty-five minutes forward," although 
they tried to do so. 

The tenor of all the arguments in favor of 
the bill was that many persons would be de- 
ceived into getting up earlier by setting the 
clocks ahead when they could not be persuaded 
to do so otherwise. 

It is reported in  the daily papers that many 
English elnployers have voluntarily arranged 
to have the day's work of their employes com- 
mence a half hour or an hour earlier in the 
summer, thus securing honestly the advantage 
i t  is claimed people would gain by changing 
the clocks and without "juggling with the 

uniform ineasurement of time" 8s Sir Wil- 
liam Christie properly terms it. 

When the mass of the English people come 
to fully realize that by shifting the clocks an 
hour ahead they will be adopting a time made 
in Germany, perhaps their patriotic impulses 
will induce them to come to the assistance of 
common-sense people and make any attempt 
to pass the so-called (( Daylight Saving Bill )' 
absolutely hopeless. W. F. A. 

NEWYORECJTY 

A REMARICABLE AURORA BOREALIS 

ONEof the brightest auroras seen in recent 
years at Blue Hill Observatory was visible for 
several hours on the evening of May 15 last. 
When first observed, at 8:5S P.M., i t  formed 
three detached luminous patches, the two 
brightest having been near the zenith. At 
9:10 P.31. the latter two merged to form one 
large bluish-gray mass, of unusual brightness. 
After that, the luminosity changed rapidly 
from moment to moment, while the form was 
altered but slightly, the whole mass moving 
slowls to the south and west. For about three 
quarters of an hour the main mass took the 
shape of a long-handled dipper, the bowl ap- 
pearing like the head, and the handle like the 
tail of a huge comet, which many people 
thought the phenomenon to be. At 1036  r.af. 

it was seen as five detached areas of light, 
which, after about ten minutes, joined to form 
an unbroken arch which reached from west to 
east almost entirely across the sky, the highest 
point passing slightly to the south of the 
zenith. After I1 o'clock the arch broke up 
into separate masses which changed in bril- 
liancy from time to time, but gradually faded 
until all had disappeared by 11:30 P.M. I n  
the two hours from 8 :59 P.M. to 10 :59 P.M. the 
mass moved as a whole about 25' toward the 
south and about 50' toward the west, as meas- 
ured from a point near the center of the main 
mass which was originally about 5" to the 
north of the zenith. After 10 o'clock we had 
the unusual condition of the "northern lights " 
entirely to the south of a west-to-east line 
through the zenith. I t  is also worthy of note 
that the southern border was at all times a 


