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long, and the skull proves it to have been an
old individual.

Killer whales rarely strand on the Atlantic
coast of the United States, and, aside from the
individual just mentioned, there are, so far as
I am aware, no specimens from definite lo-
calities on our Atlantic seaboard in any mu-
seum. Two killers stranded at Eastport, Me.,
in 1902, and were reported on by myself, and
another was obtained at Portland, Me., in
1904, but the bones were not, I believe, pre-
served in either instance.

F. W. True
April 6, 1909

THE PTARMIGAN AND THE SONNET

To tae Epitor oF SCIENCE: Probably some
readers of Mr. Clark’s letter in SCIENCE,
March 26, were no more amused at that queer
ptarmigan than at his naming a blank-verse
poem a “sonnet.”” “It is written that the
shoe-maker should meddle with his yard and
the tailor with his last, the fisher with his
pencil and the painter with his nets,” to the
entertainment of men ever since old Capulet’s
Peter.

H. L. Seaver

JOHANNSEN’S DETERMINATION OF ROCK-FORMING
MINERALS
Since the book review in this journal of
January 1, 1909, p. 32, the author has ar-
ranged with the publisher to indent and
thumb reference the different parts of the
text-book. This has added greatly to its con-
venience and efficiency.
L. McIL L.

FAMILY RECORDS

RecoeniziNg the great importance to hu-
manity of a knowledge of the method of in-
heritance of physical and mental human
characters the Station for Experimental Evo-
lution is attempting to collect data for study
and requests the assistance of persons who will
volunteer to fill out a pamphlet form with
blank spaces for data on some 36 characters
in three generations of their family. These
“ Family Records ” are sent in duplicate; one
to be retained by the collaborator for his own

SCIENCE 791

use, the other to be mailed to the station. A
request by postal card for these records will
receive an immediate response.

C. B. DAVENPORT
Corp SeriNg HarBor, N. Y.

SCIENTIFIC BOOKS

Handbuch der Klimatologie. Band I. All-
gemeine Klimalehre. Dritte wesentlich
umgearbeitete und vermehrte Auflage. Von
Dr. Jurius HaNN. 8vo, pp. xiv -+ 394, figs.
22. Stuttgart, J. Engelhorn. 1908,

1883, 1897 and 1908 are three important
dates in the progress of climatology. They
are the years in which were published the first,
second and third editions of Hann’s “ Hand-
buch der Klimatologie.” Few text-books, in
any one science, are so widely known to all
men of science as Hann’s famous “ Hand-
buch.” The second edition was so complete
and so satisfactory that it was practically im-
possible to find fault with it in any important
respect. Yet the new edition is an improve-
ment upowry the former one. The size of the
page has been somewhat increased, a fact
which is of special significance when the
climatological tables, which will be necessary
in the second and third volumes, are printed.
The arrangement by books, chapters and sec-
tions, as well as the many new paragraph
headings, help very much to make the volume
more convenient for general use. All the im-
portant literature bearing dates since the
publication of the second edition is mentioned,
or summarized, in the hew edition. Indeed,
this book is much more than a text-book. Its
numerous and well-selected bibliographic lists
make it truly an encyclopadia.

Additions have been made throughout the
volume. We note, especially, the newly in-
troduced or the more extended discussion, of
sensible temperatures; of the relative humidity
indoors; of the nature and measurements of
solar radiation; of the introduction of the
cyclonic unit into climatological investiga-
tions; of the reduction of temperature obser-
vations to uniform periods of time; of the
zonal distribution of the climatic elements,
and of the classifications of the zones. Many

persons will naturally turn to the chapters on
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the influence of forests on climate, and on
changes of climate, to see what the greatest
authority on climatology has to say on these
subjects. Regarding the former, Hann says
that the influence of forests upon rainfall is
a slight one. Regarding the latter, while
granting that Stein, Huntington and others
have shown that there is a general desiccation
going on in Asia, the author adds: “ How far
in all these accounts we have to do with a
progressive desiccation, and how far with cli-
matic oscillations, is still a question.”” In
other words, there is as yet no sufficient evi-
dence for believing in considerable permanent
changes. Oscillations, yes, some of longer,
others of shorter periods; but permanent pro-
gressive changes, no, not yet.

The teacher of climatology will feel safe
and sure with Hann’s book on his study shelf,
close at hand. The man of science, in what-
ever field he may be working, who needs the
fullest, latest, most authoritative information
on climatology, will find in Hann’s new vol-
ume what he seeks, and he will find it clearly
set forth,

The remaining volumes, dealing with the
special climates of the different parts of the
world, will be published shortly.

R. DeC. Warp

Reservoirs for Irrigation, Water Power and
Domestic Water Supply. By James Dix
SoruYLER, M.Am.Soc.C.E., M.Inst.C.E., ete.
Second edition revised and enlarged. Bound
in cloth; dimensions, 63 by 104 inches, Pp.
578; illustrations 381; folding plates 6.
Price, $6.00. New York, John Wiley and
Sons; London, Chapman and Hall, Litd.
The growing importance of storage reser-

voirs and their appurtenant structures in the

development of domestic water supplies, hy-
draulic power plants and irrigation projects
warrants the revision and enlargement of this
already useful work. The scarcity of water
furnished by the normal flow of streams for
jrrigation in the arid regions; the increasing
demand for water power due to the decreasing
coal supply and the increasing possibilities of
electric power and the sanitary needs of the
many growing towns and cities throughout the
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entire country are requiring wide information
on the subject of water storage and water-
storage structures. This information abounds
in the book under review, as may be inferred
from its chapter subjects, the titles of which
are as follows: Rock-fill Dams; Hydraulice-fill
Dams; Masonry Dams; Earthen Dams; Steel
Dams; Reinforced Concrete Dams, and Mis-
cellaneous. In these chapters are discussed
individually more than 200 important dams,
of which the majority are of the masonry
type. However, over a score each of rock-fill,
hydraulic-fill and earthen dams and nearly a
half score of steel and reinforced concrete
dams are described in detail.

The style and arrangement of subject matter
of the book lack uniformity and its substance
is rather a collection of facts relating to dams
and reservoirs than a scientific treatise thereof.
The author has included but little of the
principles of design and construction except
as incident to description. The work is there-
fore better adapted to use for reference than
for study. It is an excellent memory store-
house for the practising engineer. Such
works, although not forming the highest type
of engineering literature, are none the less
essential parts thereof, and are especially val-
uable as sources from which to draw infer-
ences from basic facts.

The first edition of this work found its way
into the libraries of many engineers and the
second edition is certain to find a still greater
circulation. Sufficient new and rewritten
material has been incorporated into the text
to make the book essentially a new work. In
addition to the new and revised subject matter
the book contains 284 new cuts and photo-
graphs and 8 plates. The work will, there-
fore, be equally of interest to those familiar
and unfamiliar with the first edition.

F. W. Haxna
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SCIENTIFIC JOURNALS AND ARTICLES

The American Naturalist for April opens
with a paper on “ Heredity of Hair Color in
Man,” by Gertrude C. and Charles C, Daven-
port. This article includes a number of tables
showing the distribution of color in the off-




