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O P S O S I S S  A S D  O T H E R  A N T I B O D I E S 1  


1 1 back, me find ~ ~ ~~ that only fifty ~ 
years ago the conception of the nature of 
the processes that run their courses in the 
animal body in infectious diseases. gener- 
ally speaking, m r e  hazy and still often 
even mystical. Preceded by occasional 
brilliant anticipations, notably by Breton- 
neau in regard to the specificness of in-
fectious processes and by Henle with 
respect to the interaction between parasite 
and host, the tireless, nnmeasurably fruit- 
ful investigation of the modern era, intro- 
duced by Pasteur and Koch, has brought 
to light not only the actual causes of many 
infectious diseases, but a great deal also in 
regard to the means and reactions in the 
infected body whereby they are overcome. 
Of these defensive processes phagocytosis 
and the action and formation of that re-
markable group of bodies linown as anti- 
bodies have received and still recei~e the 
greatest amount of attention. Indeed, the 
cliscovery of the vonderful power of the 
anilnal organisnl to respond to the effects 
of certain substances by the production of 
new antibodies ]nust be reclioned as one of 
the great events, not only in medicine, but 
in general biology. \TTe feel best ac-
quainted with the antitoxins, the lysins, 

the agglutinins, the precipitins and the 
opsonins, but this does not exhaust the 
list, which is a growing one. The estab- 

l Address of the vice-president and chairman of 
Smtion R-Phy3iolog.y and Experimental 3Iedi-
cine. ilnleriean Sssociation for the Advancement 
o f  Science, Baltimore, 1908. 


