
year. Referring to the institution's part in 
the International Congress on Tuberculosis, 
held in the new National 3Cuseurn building, 
September and October last, it was stated 
that the institution, i n  conjunction with the 
Indian bureau, exhibited the results of an 
expedition by Dr. Ales I-IrdlicBa, of the U. S. 
National Museum, among the Alenominee, 
Sioux, Quinault, Alohave and EIopa Indian 
tribes, for the purpose of showing the extent 
of tuberculosis among the Indians. Thc con- 
gress awarded the institution a gold medal for 
this exhibit. Of the appropriation of $40,000 
made for the purpose, $25,000 was used and 
$15,000 went back to the Ti.  S. Treasury. 

The board was informed of the removal of 
the Greenough statue of Washington from its 
long-accustomed position cast of the capitol to 
the Smithsonian Institution. The statue is 
now on the lawn south of the west wing ol the 
building, wlience i t  will be removed into the 
building as soon as the necessary foundation 
can be provided. 

There n.as submitted a bricf staten~elzt' of 
t11c art objects in the collection of 3lr. Charles 
L. Freer, of Detroit, the fitle to xvhich has 
already passed to the institution. These com- 
prise 2,873 objects in all branches of art. A 
number of valuable recent additions havc been 
made xrhich wit11 the original donatlon repre 
sent a cost to tlle donor of nearly a million 
dollars. 

The iecretary read a letter from President 
Roosevelt, dated June 20, 1908, stating his 
intention of visiting Africa after the expira- 
tion of his term, and offering to give t o  the 
Smithsonian Institution for the Rational Rlu- 
seum the results of his expedition, providcd 
the Smithsonian should sencl the necessary 
naturalists to prrparc and ship the materials. 
The offcr was accepted by the secretary, and 
arrangements were at  once made by the secre-
tary to 1,rovide funds for the expenses of the 
Smitl~sonian representatives, ~vithout using 
the Snlithson fund or money d~rivecl from any 
govcrnnient npp~o1)riation. T'pon n~otioll of 
the Vice-President, a rrsolulion was ndoplrd 
conveying the thanks of the l>oard to the 
President for his vcry ge~~crous  offer, and the 
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acceptance of the offer. A further resolution 
was adopted Qlanlring the donors of the funds 
for the expedition. 

Progress on the new building for the Na-
tional 31useurn was reported and it was 
thought that the building would be occupied 
in the sxnnnier of 1909. I n  keeping with the 
improvelncnts projected for this locality, the 
board adopted a resolution expressing its sense 
that the further use of B Street, Northwest, 
just north of the new building between 9th 
and 12th Strrcts, for market purposes, be pro- 
hibited. 

It was reported that Mr. C. C. Abbot, di- 
rector of the Smitl.lsoaian Astrophysical Ob- 
servatory, had established a station on &Kt. 
TTilson, California, through courtesies cx-
tended by the Carnegie Institution of Wash- 
ington, where measurements of the sun's radi- 
ation may be conducted as free as possible 
fronr earth tremors and cloud interference. 
JIshelter will also be erected by the ii~stitn- 
tjon 011 Mt. Whitney, California, a t  an eleva- 
tion of over l.i,000 feet above sea level for the 
stud5 of the atmosphere under the peculiarly 
fa\-orable conditions there prevailing. 

-4 re~olution mat. adopted establishing a 
medal to bc 1inon.n as the I.angley medal, as 
a tribute to the late Saxnuel Pierpont Langley, 
third ~ccrctary of the Smithsonian Tnqtitution, 
to be amyarded for sprcinlly meritorious inves- 
tigations in  con~lection ~ i t h  the science of 
aerodromict. and its application to ariation. 

TZB BLILTlillOXE 3IZE7'IN G 

h pricLIh.ixszinu announcement o l  the ar-
rangernents for the convocation week meet-
ing of the Aniericau Association for the Ad-
vancement of Scie~ice and the aEliated socie- 
ties, which begins at  the Johns IIoplcins Uni- 
xversity, Baltimore, on Monday, December 28, 
mill be found in the issue of Scrch-cs for No- 
remhcr 27. Tn tlrc prrsclit issue of SCIENCE 
\vill be found a list of the scctions of tlle 
assoeiatior~ and of soir~e tr~erlty-five national 
scientific societies mllicll nleet in aniliation 
with it. Tllese and oilier issues of 8crcxa~ 
contain various notes c*onccrning fcxtures of 
interest to ~ n e n  of science, which will for:n 
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pert of the programs of the association and of 
the national societies. The meeting promises 
to be of unusual interest; there is reason to 
believe that the attendance and the value of 
the scientific programs will not be exceeded 
by any of the preceding convocation week 
meetings. 

For the convenience of irienlbers of the 
special societies, it may be noted here that the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Science expects to meet next year at Boston. 
There will be no summer meeting, but the 
British Association for the Advancement of 
Science has invited members of the American 
Association to take part in the meeting to be 
held in Winnipeg at the end of August. 
Plans have been proposed for a summer meet- 
ing in the IIamraiian Islands in the summer 
of 1911, with a possible meeting on the Pacific 
Coast, and it would be advisable for any socie- 
ties or individuals might like to take part 
in such a meeting to comnlunicate with the 
permanent secretary of the American Associa- 
tion. After t ~ o  rneetings 011 the Atlantic sea- 
board, the association and the aEliated socie- 
ties ~vould expcct to meet in the central states 
in convocation week of 1910-11. At the Chi- 
cago meeting a cordial invitation was pre-
sented to nieet in 31inneapolis on the earliest 
available occasion. The place of meeting will 
be recommended by the nominating committee 
at Baltimore; and invitations and suggcstions 
should be cominunicated to the permanent 
secretary of the American Association or to 
the secretaries of the affiliated societies. 

At a meeting of plant pathologists held at 
Washington, D. C., Dccember 15, 1908, and 
after consultation with several experiment 
station pathologists, it was unanimously de- 
cided that an effort should be made to organize 
an American pathological society. A coni-
Inittee consisting of the follovcling members, 
C. I,. Shear, Donald Reddick and TIT. A. Orton, 

later and take part in the organization of the 
proposed society which, it is believed, can 
exercise great influence in advancing the 
study of phytopathology in America. 

The tenth annual meeting of the Society of 
American Bacteriologists will be held in the 
rooms of the pathological laboratorg of the 
Johns I-Iopkins 31edical School. Baltimore, on 
December 29, 30 and 31, in affiliation with the 
American Association for the Advaneenlent of 
Science. The program will be arranged to 
permit of joint meetings with Sections I<and 
I of the association and the American IIealth 
League on the above dates, where subjects of 
interest to the members of the society will be 
under discussion. 

The Botanical Society of America will hold 
its fifteenth annual meeting, in conjunction 
with the American Association, at Baltimore, 
on December 28, 29 and 30, under the presi- 
dency of William F. Ganong. The scientific 
sessions will be held at  the Eastern 13igh 
School in alternation with those of Section G 
of the association. The add]-ess of the past- 
president, Professor G. F. Atliinson, ~xlill be 
given on Tuesday, December 28, at eight P.M., 

in McCoy IIall. After the address members 
and visiting botanists will he invited to re-
main t o  meet Professor Atliinson and the 
officers of the society. On Wednesday evening 
there mill be a dinner for botanists at IIotel 
Caswell. The special features of the scientific 
program for tlle Baltimore meeting will be 
addresses by Professor Roland Thaxter and 
Professor J. C. Bose; symposia on "Progress 
in the Study of Vascular Anatomy of Higher 
Plants," on Tuesday morning, and on "Pres- 
ent Problems in Plant Ecology" on TVednes- 
day afternoon; a Darwin rncmorial session on 
Thursday afternoon. The symposia are ar-
ranged in accordance with the desire generally 
expressed at  the Chicago meeting, that more 
time be given in the progsams of the Botanical 

was appointed to arrange for a prelin~inar~rSociety of Ainerica to synthetic papers given 
meeting in connection with the Arnerican by leading worliers, upon invitation by the 
Association for the Advancement of Science council. The Darwin memorial session will 
at  Baltimore. Invitations have been issucd be devoted to a series of addresses giving esti- 
to plant pathologists to meet December 30, mates of Dar\rin7s scr~rice to botany in the 
1908, at  an hour ancl place to be announced several fields in which he worked. It is in- 
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teriiletl to suppleincnt and not to encroach 
upoil the Darwin memorial session of the 
Arrlerican Association. 

Section Ii-Physiology and Experimental 
Medicine--of the America11 Associatioil mill 
hold two sessions a t  Balt imor~.  At tlie first, 
on Trxesday aftenloon, Dr. Lrxdwig XIektoea, 
of the University of Chicago, will give the 
vice-presidential address on "Opsonins and 
Other Anti-bodies." This will be followed by 
a symposium on the "Regulation of Physical 
Instruction in Schools and Colleges, from 
the Standpoint of IIygienc." Those who 
mill take part are Dr. Vlilliarn IT. IIowell, 
Dr. R. Tait-Maclcenzie, Dr. Thomas A. 
Storey, Dr. Frederic S. Lee and Dr. Theo-
dore I4oraqh. At the srcond session. whicli 
will be held 011 Wednesday afternoon, and is 
a joint meeting with the American Physiolog- 
ical Society, the Society of American Rac 
teriologists and the American Society of nio- 
logical Chemists, general papers will be pre- 
sented by Dr. M. J. Rosenau, Dr. Lafayette 
R. hlendel and Dr. Albion W. TTesvlitt. 

l l z c ~ sof ilfcmbe~.s of L71e A m cl.ican, Associa- 
tion for [he Advancemeni of 8cie1zce.--Tlre 
permanent secretary of the LZn~erican Asso- 
ciation for the Advaiicenient of Science urges 
all lrleinbers of the association to mabe an 
especial effort to pay their dues for the year 
1009 before the first of January, aiid as far  in 
advi~nce of that date as is 11ow possible. He 
calls the attention of n~en~bers  to the notice in 
S c ~ ~ e ~ c x ,No. 728, December 11, 1008, page 
834, to the effect that the publishers of SCI-
ic~c'r: will require members to pay the postagr 
on hack numbers a t  the rate of one cent per 
nurrlber provided they pay their dues after t l ~ c  
beginning of the year. It is most important 
for the proper conduct of tlre busiaess of the 
a~sociation that dues should he pair1 prorilptly. 

B~Z13WTIFTC NOTEN A N D  LVBll-~i' 

Tr~ic Vienna Academy of Sciences has 
elected 3r. Heilri Poincarc, the eminent mathe- 
r~iatician, to honorary membership. Among 
the corrcipoading r~lerrlbers elected 4s Dr. G. 
IT. Darnin, Pluminn professor of astronomy a t  
Carrlbridge. 

DR. SERGJUSNAWASGHIN, ofdirector the 
Botni~it~nlGarden a t  Kiev. has been elected a 
eorrcaponding member of tlie Nunich Academy 
of Sciences. 
It. TTENYEGUY has been elected a n-telnber 

of tlle Paris Academy of Sciences in the 
Section of Anatomy ancl Zoology in the room 
of the late X. Giard. 

Trrs: gold medal awarded under the Shaw 
Trust for Tndustrial I-Iygiene has been pre- 
scnlecl to professor Galloway by t l ~ e  Royal 
Society of Arts, " 1n  recognition of his valu- 
able resrarches into the action of coal dust in 
colliery explosions, the outcome of which re-
searches has beell the provision of means by 
whicah the risk of such accident is materially 
diminished, and a consequent great saving of 
human life effected." 

STUS)ENTSof the senior class of the Medical 
Depsrtrnent of the University of Buffalo, have 
presented Dr. Rossvell Park with a silver 
service in honor of his completion of a quarter 
of a ccntury as professor of surgery in the 
institution. 

Pnor~csson Wrr,l,ranr KENT, until recelitly 
dean and professor of mechanical engineering 
in the E. C. Smith College of Applied Sci- 
encm of Syracuse University, has accepted the 
position of general manager of the Sandnslcy 
Fountlry and Machine Company, Sandusky, 
Ohio. 

DR.EI. Jloi:ix~ihas been appointed director 
of the Rio do Janeiro Observatory in thc room 
of the late Professor L. Cruls. 

MR. ITT~r,nunWnrarr I,, on December 18, again 
brolre, a t  Le Mans, the aeroplanr records for 
both duration and height of flight. I n  the 
~norning he remained in the air one hour, 
fifty-three ~nin~xtes and -fifty-nine seconds, and 
in the afternoon attained an altitude of 360 
rect. 

TEIEexpedition to the Rismarclr archipelago, 
which was organizet-l a year ago by the Pisus- 
sian ministry of education, has been nnfortu- 
nate in losing its leader, Dr. Emil Stephan, 
who died in New llccli-lcnburg on May 25. 
The leadership of the expedition has bcen 
talien over by Dr. ICriinier, whose former work 
in tlie n-e5trrn I ' a c a i f i c s  is ~vrl l  known. 


