
H. F. Osborn: "Environnlent and Relations of 
the Tertiary Mammalia." 

T. W. Stanton: " Succession and Distribution 
of Later Mesozoic Invertebrate Faunas." 

W. H. Dall: " Conditions governing the Evolu- 
tion and Distiibution of Tertiary Faunas." 

Ralph Arnold : "Environment of the Tertiary 
Faunas of the Pacific Coast." 

I?. IS. Knowlton: " Succession and Range of 
Mesozoic and Tertiary Floras." 

R. D. Salisbury: " Physical Geography of the 
Pleistocene with Special Reference to Conditions 
Bearing on Correlation." 

D. T. h1acDongal: "Relation of Plants to  Cli- 
mate with Special Reference to Pleistocene Con-
ditions." 

T. C. Chamberlin: "Diastrophism as the Ulti- 
mate Basis of Correlation." 

BAILEYWILLIS, 
Tiice-president of Xect ion  l# 

E. 0. HO~EY, 
Secvetary of t he  Geological 

Soc i e t y  of Amer i ca  

T H E  AA1l;jIZICAN SOCIE1'I7 OP YrlTURALISTB 

T r r ~following circular, prepared for  mem-
bers of the American Society of Naturalists, 
is published in sclENc', in the hope of reach-
ing  many menhers  of the societies 
who are not now mnernbers of the Society of 
Naturalists. It is hoped tha t  all who are in-
terested i n  the scieiltific sl,udy of evolution 
will join t h e  naturalists i n  n~akimlg a sys-

tematic effort to present the results of 
investigationill this field. J I who have ~ ~ 
llot hitherto to the matter will also 

now appreciate the other advalltages to be ac-
cornplishcd by strengthening ellis association 
of the special scientific societies to  which they 
belong.- Candidates are  requested to  apply 
directly to  the secretary of the  society, i n  ac- 
cordance with the article of the  constitution 
printed below. 

REORGANIZATION AND AKXUAL MEETING 

I n  view of the opinion, apparently so wide 
spread, that the American Society of Naturalists 
has no important function, and is not meeting the 
requirements of a proper cooperation between its 
affiliated societies and others, the following plan 
of reorganization is presented by the president 

and executive committee. (Attention is especially 
called to  paragraph 5.) 

1. The Society of Naturalists shall remain inde- 
pendent of other general societies. 

2. The Society shall continue to represent the 
natural affiliation between its group of technical 
societies composed of scientific specialists. 

3. Cooperation with other organizations shall 
be accomplished through the executive committee, 
which shall be selected with a view to the estab- 
lishment of such external relations. 

4. The policy of the Society shall be redefined, 
so as to adjust i t  more definitely to exert an influ- 
ence for the encouragement of research in the 
larger field of science which it  has cultivated from 
the start. 

5. It is suggested that the main object of the 
society be considercd the study of evolution in all 
of it$ many-sided aspccts (historical, environ-
mental, experimental, etc.). There is no subject 
which would so well hold together all the present 
members (including botanists, zoologists, physiolo- 
gists, anatomists, paleontologists, anthropologists, 
etc.). It is suggested, therefore, that each year 
original contributions dealing with evolutionary 
matters be presented a t  one or more of the ses- 
sions of the American Society of Natnralists. It 
may also prove desirable to have reports each 
year of the most i~nportant recent work in evolu- 
tion, in se.r7eral of its different aspects (botany, 
zoology, paleontology, etc.). In this way members 
could be lcept in touch with tile important 
advances in different departments. Such reviews 

should be given by men eminent in their respective 
fields. 

This year the Darwin Me~norial Celebration of 

~the American Association will be conducted along 
the lines sketched above. The Society of Natural- 
i s t ~  will? therefore, not attempt, a t  this meeting, 
to present a similar program; but, after the presi- 
dential address, will devote its session t o  the con- 
sideration of otl,er 

New Members 
The above plan mill doubtless attract a consicl-

erahle number of investigators interested in the 
general problems of evolution, and i t  is hoped 
that all available candidates will be induced to 
join the Society a t  this time, and mill have their 
names sent in. 

ARTICIJC IT.-Section 1. Membership in this 
Society shall be limited to  persons professionally 
engaged in some branch of Natural ISistory, as, 
Instructors in Natural History, Officers of Mu-
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seums and other Scientific Institutions, Pli~sicians 
and others, who have essentially proinoted the 
Natural History Sciences by original eorltributions 
of 	 any kind. Any merriber may present to  the 
Executive Committee of the Soeicty or of the 
Branch to which he belongs names of candidates 
for membership, and those candidates who are 
appro~ed by the Committee may be elected to  
membership in the Society by a majority of the 
members present a t  any meeting of the Branch. 

Annual dues, $1.00. 
This Dece~~f,sber 51, 1908illeeting-December 

The next meeting of the American Society of 
Naturalists will be held in Baltimore, lfd., a t  
Johns Hopkins Medical School, in the auditorium 
of the Physiological Building, Thursday, December 
31, 1908, a t  3 P.X. The address of the President, 
Pcofessor D. P. Penhallow, of McGill University, 
will be on "The Functions of the American So-
ciety of Naturalists." There will then be a brief 
discussion in which matters of much importance 
to the Society will be brought up. Speakers will 
be limited to ten minutes. Several prominent in- 
vestigators have already agreed to take part. The 
annual business meeting will follow. 

The coming meeting is important. I t  has be- 
come necessary to  secure positive action from its 
members if the integrity of the society is to  be 
maintained. Shall the Society be permitted to  
dissolve? No other association emphasizes so well 
the distinctively scientific interests of this group 
of special societies as does the Society of Natural- 
ists. It should, therefore, be made more repre-
sentative of those societies for which i t  stands. 
I t s  affiliated societies sllould always retain com-
plete independence, and yet will be able to accom- 
plish more for science by establishing more prac- 
tical machinery for cooperation. The Naturalists 
will then be able to  act together effectively in 
dealing with general problen~s or with other more 
general societies. 

The usual annual dinner will this year be 
merged with the Darwin dinner of the American 
Association for the Adrancenlent of Science, to  be 
l~r ld  on the evening of January 1, 1900. This 
Society has also been invited to  attend the Darwin 
hlemorial Exercises on January 1, organized under 
the auspices of the American Association. 

hl'embers are requested to send their correct 
addresses, etc., t o  the secretary a t  once, so that 
a n  accurate membership list may be printed. 

For particulars of the arrangements of rates, 
hotels, etc., for the Baltimore meeting consult the 

Annou~ice~nentof the American Association, or 
Dr. 1,.0. I-Iowarti, Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

By order of the Executive Committee: 
D. P. PESIIAL~W, President. 
T. 	H. jilonca~,Vice-President and 

Chairmalo of ihe  Eastertt Branch. 
R. A. HAEPEB, T'ice-President and 

Chairman of the Central Branch. 
Trros. 	G. ~.EE, Becrelary of central  

Bramclt. 
H. vox S~IIRENE,Treasz~rer. 
0. W. CADWELL, Nembers of Baecu-
W.  R. COE, tive &mmittee. 1 
H.  McE. Rivowen, Secretary, 

Johns LToplzipzs Medical Bchool, 
Daltirnove, Illd. 

December 1, 1908 

SCZE,?'TZFZC NOTEX A N D  N E W S  

AC~ORDING a cablegram t o  the  dailyt o  
papers from Stoclrhohn, R i n g  Gustaf dis-
tributed the Nobel prizes on December 10. 
Tlie awards, not identical i n  the cases of 
physics and literature with those cabled to this 
country last week, are as  follows: Literature, 
Dr. Rudolf Eucken, professor of philosopliy 
a t  J e n a ;  physics, Professor Gabriel Lippman, 
of tho University of P a r i s ;  chemistry, Pro-  
fessor Ernest Rutherford, director of the 
physical laboratory of the University of Man- 
Chester, Eng-land; medicine, divided between 
Dr.  P a u l  Ehrlich, of Berlin, and Professor 
Eli, Netchnikoff, of the Pasteur  Institute, 
Par i s ;  the promotion of peace, K. P. Arnold-
son, of Sweden, and M. F. Bajer, of Denniarlr. 

TIIEPar i s  Academy of Sciences has divided 
the I;xLanrie prize between Professor W. L. 
Elkin, director of the lrale Observatory, and 
Dr. F. L. Chase, assistant astronorncr i n  the 
observatory, for  their papers on "The Paral-
laxes of 163 Stars." Mr. &I.F. Smith, as-
sistant i n  the observatory, was given l~onorable 
mention i n  the  award. 

PROFESSOR head theGCOIZCEDAJIDSOX, of 
geographical department of t h e  University of 
California, has been presented with the 
Charles P. Daly nlcdal of the American 
Geographical Society. 

DR.JOHN professor of physiolo,gy G. CI~RTTS,  
i n  the  College of Physicians and Surgeons of 


