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The value of the platinum imported in 1906 
was nearly $4,000,000, or double the value 
of that imported three years earlier. 

The platinum deposits in  this country 
are to be found in Oregon, California, 
'ITTashington, Utah and Nevada. 

The separation and the complex com-
pounds of the platinum metals continue to 
offer interesting problems to the chemist, 
and the able researches of Howe and of 
Gutbier have added much to our knowledge 
of this field. Palladium and iridium have 
found uses in the construction of fine appa- 
ratus. Osmium has long been used as a 
stain in microscopic work, and more re-
cently as a filament for incandescent elec- 
tric lamps. Ruthenium, as already stated, 
has been mixed with zirconium carbide 
for the filament uscd in the zirconiun~ 
lamp. 

I n  conclusion, allow me to refer to an 
address by Dr. H. Landolt given last No- 
vember at  the fortieth anniversary of the 
founding of the German Chemical Society 
upon the "Development of Inorganic 
Chemistry'' during the past forty years.T 
I n  this address advancement along four 
lines was especially noted: (1) The dis- 
covery of the elements Ga, Sc, Ge, Sm, Gd, 
Tm, Eu, Nd, Pr, Ar, Xe, Ne, Kr and He ;  
the discovery of radium; and the study of 
the phenomena of radioactivity, which has 
taught US that elements are undecomposed 
but not undecomposable bodies. (2) The 
realization of a compilation of international 
atomic weights, a work in which Dr. Clarke 
of the American Chemical Society has had 
a large and honorable share. ( 3 )  The 
preparation of elementary s~~bstances by 
the electric furnace and by the Gold-
schmiclt process, and the study of allo-
tropic modifications of elementary sub-
stances with special references to colloidal 
forms. (4) The formation of such com- 

pounds as the carbides, hydrides, silicides, 
complex acids and metal ammonium bodies. 

In  all of these lines of chemical progress, 
I am sure you will agree with me that the 
rarer elements have played an important 
rSle. 

PHILIPE. BROWNING 
YALEUNNER~ITY 

SCIENZ'LFIC NOTES AND N E W S  

HE Geological Society of America has 
altered the plan of holding its winter meeting 
at New Haven and will meet at Bgltimore in 
convocation week in conjunction with the 
American Association for the Advancement 
of Science. 

THE fourth annual meeting of the Southern 
Society for Philosophy and Psychology will 
be held in Baltimore during convocation week, 
December 28-January 2, in affiliation with 
the American Association for the Advance- 
ment of Science, the American Psychological 
and Philosophical Associations and other so- 
cieties. 

ON the occasion of the seventy-Bth anni- 
versary of Haverford College, Dr. Theodore 
W. Richards, of the class of '85, professor of 
chemistry at Harvard University, gave an ad- 
dress entitled ''The Relation of Modem Chem- 
istry to Medicine." Professor Richards and 
Dr. James Tyson were among those on whom 
the honorary degree of doctor of laws was 
conferred. 

PRESIDENT R. theCHARLES VAN HISE, of 
ITniversity of Wisconsin, received the degree 
of doctor of laws from Williams College on 
the occasion of the inauguration of President 
Garfield. 

THEdelegates from the United States to the 
International Conference on Electrical Units 
and Standards now in sessioii in London are 
Dr. JJcnry S. Carhart, professor of physics at 
the University of Michigan; Dr. S. W. Strat-
ton, director, Bureau of Standards, Washing- 
ton, and Dr. E. B. Rosa, physicist of the 
bureau. 

AT the general meeting of the Germ'an 
&fctcorological Society at EIarnburg in Sep- 
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tembcr, to  celebrate the twenty-fifth anniver- 
sary of its foundation, Professor A. Lawrence 
Rotch, director of the Blue II i l l  Observatory, 
Massachusetts, mas elected a n  honorary mcm-
ber of the society and Professor F. 11. Bigelow, 
of the  ITnited Statcs Weather Bureau, a cor- 
responding member. 

TJIEItal ian Society of Sciences has awardcd 
i ts  biennial inathematical prize to AI. Giuscpl~c 
Picciati, of the University of Padua.  

SIRGEORGEDARII'INand Professor Larmor 
have been appointed eleciors to thc Isaac Ncw- 
ton studcntships a t  Cambriclge IJnivcrsity. 

DR.w. ENGEL&T~NK, of physiology ~ P O ~ ~ S S O P  

a t  Berlin, will retire from active service a t  
the  close of the present semester. 

Dit. P. has theHEINRICH i~etireci f rom 
directorship of the Apricultural Experiment 
Station a t  Rostocli. 

NR. F. C. C L ~ P P ,  geologist of the U. S. 
Geological Survey, engaged i n  invcstigixtions 
and preparation of reports on c~oal, oil, gas 
ancl artesian waters, has  resigned i n  order to  
talre u p  cxpcrt practise. 

MR.EIORACEV. T ~ I ~ C[IEr,L has  resigner1 his 
position as  chief geologist for  thc Great 
Northern Railway Co., and has opened a n  
officc fo r  general practise. 

MISS WIJ,XAK, of the S o l ~ t h  Africa Mnseum, 
h i ~ s  been appointed curator of tlle Alexander 
McGrcgor Memorial Jfuseuin, liiinbedey, ancl 
will take u p  hcr duties by the end of Fcbruary 
next. 

DR. SVENITEIIIK, the Swedish explorer, 
sailed from Bombay for  Yokohama on Oc-
tober 13. I-Ie expects to  have finished his book 
on his Tibetan travels next  Nay. 

PROFIESSOR J.illl3SWII,T~.~\I rct l~rncd011 Oc-
tober 16 to Cambridge from England, where 
he  had gone t o  deliver a series of e i g l ~ t  lec- 
t11req a t  Oxford on " The Present Position of 
Philosophy." 

DR. S311,rrr ELYJELLIFI'Eand fninily hare  
left New Yorlr for a year's s tay i n  Europe. 
Dr. Jelliffe anticipates morlcinq in the P5y- 
chiatric Clinic with Profesc,or Ziehen while in  
Berlin and with Dr.  Opl)enheiin, of the same 
city. 

DR. DAKJRLVERG.\RATAPE, professor of 

sity, October l G ,  The  Physiological 

phpiology i n  the TJuivcrsity of Nexico, 
lectured a t  the Gcorge JTashington Univer-

"on 
Effects of ITigh Altitudes on Man." 

' ~ T - ~ R R Ewas held a t  the  Sorbomlr: ill Paris,  
on October 4, a meeting i n  ~nenlory of the  
great cliemist, Marcellin Barthelot. M. Ray-
mond Poincar6 made a n  address on his work, 
and was fo l lo~cc l  by N. Fallitire, p rc~ idcn t  of 
the Republic. 14. Cllemcnceau, the prime 
minister, and Bf. Domcrgue, minister of cdu- 
cation, wcre present. 

DR. F~ZANCISTI. SYOTV, ofchancellor the 
IJnivcrsity of Kansas from 1889 to 1901, and 
for  many years a t  the head of thc department 
of cntoi~lologg, died on September 20 a t  the 
age of 68 p a r s .  

M. ALPIIOPI'SEROTSTET,,for  forty year8 pro- 
fessor of coinmcrcial law in the Univcrsity of 
Paris,  known to studcnts of thc natural sci-
ences for his worli i n  botany and geology, has  
died a t  the age of seventy-one Scars. 

WE regret also to  record the clcath of Mr. 
Bennett 13. Brough, secretary of thc British 
I ron  and Steel Tnstitutc, and of A h .  J. T. 
Cart. an English stuilent of applied chcrnistry. 

THEauturnn n~ee t ing  of the Iron and Steel 
Inst i tute  of Grcat Bri ta in was held a t  3ficldlcs- 
brough on Septelnbcr 28 t o  October 2 under 
the presiclrncy of S i r  I Iugh  Bell. 

L c ~ ~ u n e s  be i n  the  lecture will clelivered 
hall of the muscunl builcling of thc Kew York 
Botanical Garden, Bronx Park,  or1 Saturday 
af tcrnoon~,  a t  four  o'clock, as follows: 
October 17-" l<ilible and Poi9onou3 ;1J11~11rooms," 

by Dr. IV. A. Murrill. 
Octol~cr 24-"!47ild Autuinnal Flo~+ers and Fruits," 

11p Dr. N. L. 13ritton. 
October 31-"Lctch~orth Park and thc Falls of 

the Gcncscc," by Mr. Cicorge V. Na+. 
Novcmbc,r 7-" Plant Distiibrriion as irit~rpretcd 

bp Geology," by Dr. Art l~ur  1Tollicli. 
Norember 14-" Botaaical C'rnises i.n the Ba-

iinn~as,"by Dl. 31. A. I1o\~e. 
Kovcml)cr 21-"The Rubber Plants of Slcxico," 

by Dr. IT. 11. Ru5by. 

TIIE following is the provisional program 
of the  Royal Gcogrnl~hical Xocicty for the  
l~rcscnt  scsdon : 
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November 2-" Unexplored Western Asia," by D. 
G. Hogarth. 

November 16-'' Some Aspects of tlie River Pa-
ran$, and its Watershed: an Economic Survey," 
by W. S. Barclay. 

Novenlber 30-"The Panailla Canal in IQOS," by 
Dr. Vaughan Cornish. 

December 7-Possibly Dr. Sveii Hedin on his l a te4  
expedition in Tibet. 

December 14-(( Fifty Years of Nile Exploration 
and soiile of its Results," by Sir Rilliarrr E. 
Garstin, G.C.I\I.G. (The jubilee of Spelre's dis- 
covery of the Victoria Nyan~a.)  
Other papers which may bc expected after 

Christmas are the following: 
"My Recent Expedition in Central Asia," by Dr. 

M. A. Stein. 
"Survey and Exploration in the Ruwenzori and 

Lake Region, Central Africa," by Colonel R. G. 
T. Bright, C.M.G. 

"The Danish Northeast Greenland Espeilition," 
by Lieutenant A. Troll&. 

"Bhutan: the Results of Two Expeditions," by 
John Claude White, C.I.E. 

"The Western Pacific," by Sir Everard F. im 
Thurn, K.C.M.G., C.B. 

"Across tlle Sahara from Tripoli t o  Timbulrtu," 
by Hanns Vischer. 

"The Colorado Cafion; Some of its Lessons," by 
Professor W. $1. Davis. 

" A  Recent Journey in North Central Arabia," 
by Captain S. S. Butler. 

"South Arrierica and its Antarctic Relations," by 
G. F. Scott Elliot. 

"Earthquakes and Geography," by R. D. Oldhaii~. 
"The Geographical Conditions affecting the De- 

velopment of the British Empire. 11.Australia," 
by Professor J .  11'. Gregory, F.R.S. 

THE New Zealand Shipping Company's 
steamer .Ruapel~u, which left Plymoutll on 
October 3 for  New Zealand, carried a large 
consignment of stores for  the  use of Lieu-
tenant Shackleton's Antarctic expeclition. The  
liner will reach Wellington i n  the  middlc of 
November. Other articles will be sent t o  the 
relief ship Nimrod a t  I,yttelton, and thesc, it 
is  expected, will reach the explorer by New 
Year's Day. 

PROFESSORD. W. ofJOIIKSON,TTarvard 
University, spent the summer in  physiographic 
studies i n  Europe. TlQiile i11 France h , ~di-
rected the  researches of four  students i n  the 
volcrlnic region of the  Auvergne. T h e  fol- 

lowing topics mere treated: the pliysiographic 
features of the  great fau l t  scarp west of t h e  
Limagne basin, by Mr. S. W. Gushing, in-
structor in physical geography a t  the  State  
Kormal School, Salein, Mass.; drainage modi- 
fications due to lava dams, by Mr. W. G. Recd, 
Jr., assistant i n  physiography, Harvard Uni- 
vcrsity; physiographic features dne to  glacial 
e~.osion, by Xr. J. E. Buchanon, instructor i n  
physical science and geography, State  Normal 
Sc21oo1, Cheney, Washington; and variations 
i n  the forins of volcanoes, by N r .  E. TT. 
Schmitgen. After  coinpleting the  worls: i n  
Auvergne, Messrs. Buchanon and Cushing-
continued studies of glacial erosion i n  Switzer- 
land, northern I ta ly  and Scotland; while Mr. 
Reed visited portions of Switzerland, spending 
a week i n  a n  investigation of the  physiographic 
features of the  Maloja Pass  region. Professor 
Johnson attended the ninth International Con- 
gress of Geography held a t  Geneva J u l y  27-
August 6; and August 25-27 he gave three 
lectures on the physical and economic geog- 
raphy of the  western United States before the 
Vacation School of Geography a t  Oxford Uni- 
versity, Englancl. 

TIIE Board of Sani tarv Comniissioners of 
Savannah, Ga., announces the opening of a 
Board of EIealth Laboratory, to be known as 
the City Bacteriological Laboratory, under the 
direction of Dr. V. H. Bassett, recently as-
sistant superintendent and pathologist of the 
Ifilwaukee Go. Hospital. J. V a n  de Vrede 
has been appointed assistant. T h e  department 
is established by ordinance and will be sup- 
ported by the board as a n  adjunct to  the  
IIealth Office, as  a n  aid to  the  control of com- 
nlunicable diseases, ancl for tlie stitdy of prob- 
lems i n  public health. The  rooms include 
office, laboratory room, prcparation room, 
photographic dark room, animal room, stor-
age room, etc. 

TIIELondon Times states tha t  the question 
of improving the navigability of the  Rllone 
and thus restoring the  city of Lyons to  the 
position it once held as a n  important inland 
port is discussecl i n  a recent consular report. 
A t  present, although the river is navigable i n  
a clirection from Lyons t o  the sea, it is only 
navigable upstream as f a r  as Seysscl, so t h a t  
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water communication with the Lake of 
Geneva is  impracticable. A Paris company 
has made proposals to the French Government 
for the construction of a barrage across the 
Rhone below Bellegarde, forming above stream 
a reach of 14 niiles to the lake, and down- 
stream a waterfall which i t  is estimated mould 
yield 100,000 horsepower for transmission to 
Paris. The company further offers to con-
struct the necessary facilities to enable vessels 
lo pnss througli the dam. I n  this way naviga- 
tion would be opened direct with Geneva. 
Associated with this project is one for the 
collstruction of a canal from Lyons to  Arles. 
T l ~ i scanal would be 170 miles long, and would 
cost about $120,000,000, and i t  is understood 
that the municipality of Marseilles is consid- 
ering the aclvisability of connecting this canal 
with that town by another canal to cost 
$16,000,000. I f  this scheme were put  into ex- 
ecution Lyons, Marseilles and the Rhine would 
bc placed in direct communication by means 
of the Rhone-Rhine Canal. 

CIA-IJ7BRS11'Y ABD l3DUCAY'IOWAL NEW# 

BY the will of the late Grace M. Xuhn, 
widow of IIartman Iiuhn, of Philadelphia, 
recently filed for probate in the Zerl<sIiirc 
courk, I-famard University receives $175,000 
to  endow a departii~cnt of biological chem-
istry in the lncinory of a son, ISartlnali Kuhn, 
who died several years ago. 

Trr~$general council of Louisville has passed 
an ordinance which has been signed by the 
mayor, appropriating $25,000 from the general 
purpose fund for 1908, for the use of the 
Mcdical Dcpartn~ent of the Univelsity of 
Louisville. The money is to bc cupended for 
laboratory equipment for the consolidated 
inedical schools. 

MR. Jncon SASSOON has given about $330,000 
to establish a central college of science in 
Bombay. 

DR. HENRY IIUNTERJULIAN has left $70,000 
to Shcfficld University. 

STATISTICSjust conipilcd a t  the TJniversity 
of Wisconsin show that 417 graduates and 
former students have this year received ap- 
pointments to the faculties of universities, 

colleges, normal schools, academies and high 
seliools, or as superintendents of schoolo in 
89 states and 7 foreign countries. Of the 
total number, 3 1 6  received appointments to 
the faculties of colleges and universities ;250 
were appointed high school principals or 
teachers and s~~perintendents of schools; 14 
were appointed as instructors i n  normal 
schools; and 7 were appointed to college and 
normal schools in Alaska, Porto Bico, Philip- 
pines, Japan, Argentine Republic and Canada 
Among the colleges and universities to the 
faculties of which university graduates were 
appointed this year are: Cornell, the Dniver- 
sity of Pennsylvania, University of Chicago, 
Amherst, Dartmouth, Stanford University, the 
ITnivcrsity of California, Northwestern Uni-
versity, the state universities of Michigan, 
Georgia, Nebraska, TTtah, Illinois, Idaho, 
Indiana, South Carolina, Oregon, Iowa, Ken- 
tucky, Minnesota, Kansas, Washington, Ten-
nessee and Missouri, and the state agric~il-
tural collcges of Massachnsetls, Georgia, 
Kanqas, Oregon, llinrleqot:i, lIichigan, Mis-
souri and Iowa. 

ITis understood that Dr. James R. Angell, 
professor of psychology in the University of 
Chicago, has docli~lcd the presidency of Dart- 
month College. 

HENRY CHRTS~.IAX,A ~ B U R Y  A.B. (Randolpli-
Macon '95), B1.D. (Johns IIoplrins 'M), 
Herwy professor of the theory and practise 
of p1.1ysic a t  ISarvard University, has been ap- 
pointed dean of the medical school. 

PROI~SSOI~ E. LLOYD fill the FR~NCTS will 
chair of botany in tllc Alabama Polytechnic 
Tnstitute after Wove~nbcr first. During the 
past year he has bcen engaged with the Con- 
tincrrtal Mexican Rubber Company in the in- 
vestigation of possible methods for the growth 
of the Mexican desert rubber plant, Par-
l hen iuv~ argentaturn A, Gray, under condi-
tions of cultivation. 

AT Corncll College, Iowa, Mr. 1,zzyton 
Gouldin has been appointed assistant in rhem- 
istry, C. W. Lounrberry in engineering, and 
E. I(.Mapes, i n  physics. 

AT Bryn Mawr College Mr. Chester A. 
Reed? who, until rcccntly, has held a position 


