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AC.\T)EILTTC CONTROL IN GElt;\fAKY 

THE German unirrersity nrorld has been 
stirred to its depths by the sudden creation of 
a fourth professorship of econornics a t  the 
IJniversity of Berlin, and the inlnlediate ap- 
pointmcnt to i t  of a young teacher a t  the Uni- 
vellrity of ICiel. For years past the three pro- 
fessorships of econornics a t  Berlin have been 
11eld by Professors Wagner, Schmoller, and 
Sering-men of nrorld-wide reputation, who 
have been assisted by four or five "estra- 
ordinary " professors and a swarm of docents. 
There was, therefore, not the slightest neces- 
sit^, from tlie teaclli~lg point of riew, of 
creating a new ~rofes~orahil). But  early in 
this ulonth the univer.;ity autlloritics were 
astounded to receive fro111 tllc >finistry of 
Education the notice that a new chair llad 
beoil founded, and that Professor Ludwig 
Cernhard, thirty-txvo years of age, had been 
al~pointeilto it. The ministry cxplnined that, 
owing to certain circumstanccs reluiri1ig 
haste, Illere had been no t i ~ n e  to sound the 
university authorities, as was the invariable 
custmn; nor had it either cons~~ltccl or received 
pcnnission of the Prusbian Diet, but had used 
for this purpoye certain emer.gency fun& 
given to i t  for an entirely clifferellt purpose. 
The real reason, i t  appears, is that Professor 
Berilllaid has pu1)lished a study of the Poles 
in  Prussia ~ h i c h  supported the governrnent in 
i ts  anti-Polish crusade. IIaving received a 
call from :i ~ o u r l ~German university, he was 
a h o ~ ~ tl o  accept i t  and give up his Polish 
studies. Acerely that he miglit continue thorn, 
he was given a full professorship in the fore- 
most German univrrsity. Faturally, the 
world of scholars is up in arms a t  this use of 
a great institution for purclp political pur- 
posts.'--Ncw YorB E~jeningPosl. 

8CIEXTZFIC BOOKB 

U?z probldme de l'61)olulion. La th6orie de 
la rbcapitalation d e ~  formes ancestrales 
nu cours de d6vcloppenl~nt enlb~yonn,lire. 

' Tlre philosophical fncuity at Berlin has voted 
that, whilc  it lias no personal objection t o  Pro-

( h i  biog6nbtiyue fondamentale de Haeckel.) 
Pa r  L. VIALLETON. Llontpellier, Coulet et  
Fils. 8vo. 1908. 
This volunie is a characteristic French pro- 

duction in that i t  gives milh rare skill a com- 
prehensive and clear surllrnary of a complex 
scientific problem. To the American reader 
it will seem strange that no ~nention is made 
of Louie Agassiz, tho most celebrated of all 
the defenders of the theory of recapitulation; 
and i t  is t o  be regrcttecl that tho article by 
Adanl Sedgwick, " On the T>aw of Develop-
n~ent ,  known as 'Von I?aciJs Law,"' which 
was published in thc Qua?.tcrly Jolcrnc~l of 
Jlicroscopical Sc icnce ,  1894, s1101sI(t have re-
mained unknown to the author. Nono the 
Xess, the .ivorlc is very excellent of its liind. I t  
is based upon a series of lectures delivered a 
Fear ago b(.forc the students of philosophy at 
Xorrfpellier. The author gives an introduc- 
tion and historicrtl ~ c v i e ~ ,  which ifeals with 
&lecliel, his predecessors ant1 followers, a 
r6surn6 which biologists will surely welcome. 
110 the11 passes in a series of clr:rpters, IT.-
VIIT., to the pr~ientation ancl discussion of 
thc evidence in  the structure and devc-lopme~lt 
of vertebrates, for and against the theory of 
recapitulation. This is certainly very well 
(lone; the selection of cxamplcs is apt, and 
they are laid before the readcr in such a n7ay 
thnc he is b'onght gradually to a clear under- 
standing of the necessary limitations which 
rnust be put upon the law of recapit111 a t'lon. 
These chapters deserve especially to be recom- 
mended to the attention of tcnch~rs nnd stu- 
dent? of general biology. 

Thc last cl~npter is Jorotrd to presenting 
the ideas of Oskar IIert~~rig, and is essentially 
a cri.tica1 analgsis of ITert~viy'5 essay in tile 
concluding volume of his " 1I:~ndbooli of Com- 
parative En~bryo1og~-." ITere, I thinlc, tho 
author is sctmewhat tit fault in attributing so 
mucli originality to Ilertmig. For many years 
emls:.yologii?ts bare bccn familiar not only 
with the ln~v of recapitulation, but with the 

fe-so;. Bcrnhnrtl, it doc8 not appmxre his appoiat- 
stlent, onislg to thc f:tct it was not consulted. 
Tll~reuponProfessor Bt~rnl~arddecliiled the offer 
o i  the ~nillistryof eduealion.-El). 
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limitations which must be put upon it. Thus, 
in my own "Laboratory Text-book of Embry- 
ology," published in 1903, pp. 4143, is given 
a brief outline of the subject. It seemed to 
me then that the general opinion was well 
established, although at that time no single 
comprehensive essay had been written upon 
the subject. Hertwig's essay is most credit- 
able, but most of the views he presents were 
certainly current among embryologists before 
he wrote. This emphasis of the importance 
of Hertwig's essay is a most amiable failure, 
and we may welcome a fresh example of in- 
ternational scientific courtesy, but a critic 
may be pardoned if he notes that that courtesy 
is somewhat exaggerated in its expression. 

I n  conclusion, one may recommend Pro- 
fessor Vialleton's work to American readers 
very cordially. I t  is a sensible, competent 
and interesting presentation of a great biolog- 
ical problem, and unquestionably the best we 
have had. 

CHARLESS. MINOT 

T h e  Common. Sense o f  the Milk Question., 
By JOHNSPARGO. 
This book is a layman's endeavor to pro-

vide for the average intelligent citizen a pop- 
ular, easily understandable statement of the 
politico-social aspects of the milk problem. 
This being the case, i t  is unfortunate that 
the author has emphasized so strongly his 
opinion as to the cause of the decline of 
breast feeding and that he has so severely 
arraigned the public authorities for their sup- 
posed crimes of omission and commission 
with reference to the milk supply. The 
average reader will be too apt to accept the' 
author's opinions without looking beyond 
them to determine the sufficiency or the in- 
sufficiency of the evidence upon which they 
are based. 

It may be true, as Mr. Spargo holds, that 
physical disability on the part of the mother 
is responsible for the larger part of the cases of 
bottle feeding, but there is a very respectable 
o,?inion to the contrary. And so long as the 
question can not be answered with reasonable 
certainty and unanimity by the body of men 

best able to speak-the medical profession- 
it might have been better for a lay writer not 
to declare quite so positively concerning it. 
For many a mother may find in his teachings 
the very excuse she is longing for to justify 
her conscience in submitting her baby to the 
dangers of bottle feeding. Even admitting, 
however, that the decline of breast feeding is 
due to increasing frequency of physical in-
capacity on the part of the mother, i t  is 
not necessary to attribute the increase t o  
racial degeneration; inadequacy of lacteal 
function in the individual, when i t  occurs, 
seems much more likely to be as yet the im- 
mediate result of the disuse of the mammary 
glands during the long period that now com- 
monly ensues after their full anatomical de- 
velopment and before they are called into use, 
the result of late marriage and postponed 
child-bearing, rather than the result of racial 
deterioration. 

Mr. Spargo should have submitted evidence 
to show " the dishonest connection between 
the manufacturers (of infants' artificial 
foods) and the health bureaus of the country " 
or else should have omitted the allegation of 
its existence. -The records of births on file 
in the health offices of this country are com- 
monly public records, and i t  bespeaks neither 
dishonestly nor graft on the part of the health 
officer if he refrains from denying to the citi- 
zen his right of access to such records, even 
though such a citizen be in the servicee of a 
manufacturer of one of the tabooed foods and 
desires to abstract for advertising purposefl 
the names and addresses of the mothers of 
children recently born. The allegation, too, 
that "our civic authorities stand in the posi- 
tion of murderers and accessories to the murder 
of thousands of infants every year" is ill- 
advised, since i t  is not true. It seems re-
markable that one who is endeavoring so 
earnestly as is Mr. Spargo to improve the 
milk supply should have overlooked the fact 
that the accomplishment of that end can not 
be furthered by holding up to public con-
tumely officials who, as a class, are quite as 
sincere in their desire and quite as earnest in 
their effort to accomplish that result as is Mr. 


