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surrounded the conception of "carbon assim-

ilation," or whatever else i t  was called, has 
been wonderfully cleared by the adoption of 

"photosynthesis." It is to be believed that  a 

similar clarifying proccss would take pl~icc, 

and the thanlrs of teachers of plant physiology 
would again be earned by Dr. Barnes, if the  

word " encrgcsis " coulcl be generally adopted. 

VOL(' iKIC ACT11 ITY JU hLASI<A 

To THE EDWOHOF SOIEACI::311. Arthur  P. 
Porter,  civil engineer ancl graduate of the 
Massachusetts Inst i tute  of Technology, wri-
t ing  from Elliott  Creek, Alaslia, under date of 

May 24, 1907, comn~unicates the following in- 

teresting olr)scrvations : 

011 arid a.bont April 5, several riiouritaiiis of the 
nTrangell range in Alaska were active volcanica.lly, 
sending 111) great elouds of steam ant1 causing a 
flood in the ICotsina Wirer that, on April 6, caiue 
do~vri pa.st oar camp a.t the mouth of the Kotsina, 
cut a s  off from our supply train and prevented 
oar going up tlie l<otsina on the ice. 

To go nlore into detail, the first we heard about 
it  ma.s on April 1, tvheii we were niusliirig down 
the Tonsirio River. We stopped for dinner a.t the 
ca,nip of some freighters hauling in supplies for 
the IIubhard-Elliott mine; and Mr. 11ubbard said 
that they could pla.inly see the srnoke ( ? )  and 
steal11 rising from Mt. Wrangell. That afternoon 
and the following day, as we proceeded down the 
Tonsino and then down the Copper River, we 
caught occasioual distant views of the niountains, 
but I notetl nothing remarkable. ( A  photogra.ph 
ta.ken April 2 shows tile inountains c1ea.r.) 011 

April 5 and 6 we sa~v great tvhite clouds which 
always rolletl away from the mo~mtains, yet never 
left tl~ein clear; and with the field gla.sses steam 
\\-as seen issuing from the sides of the mountains 
below the tops. We were a t  the iuouth of the 
Icotsina, about forty iniles from the ino~mntairis, 

aud coaltl not positively identify the peaks. Ap-
parently, howercr, Mts. IVrangell, Blackburn and 
&anford vere all sending up steam. 

The next day, April ti, a slrddcn flood came 
dolvn the I<otsini~ on top of the ice and under-
ncatli it. There had I)eeri no n-arm \venther and 
no rain (28" belon z c ~ o  instead). l'he Rood la?ted 

txvo days and then went do1r.n. 'l'iie enclosed pbo- 
t,ograpll shows the bead of ttrc flood advancing 
down the river and spreading over the sno~v as it  
came. I stepped :In ict? I.~~~minoclc on f,o talce {,lie 
picture; anti by the tinie I could focus niy camera, 
the flood had passed nie on both sides and nearly 
cut lue off. 'rlic toe of the flood advanced a t  the 
rate of fifty feet a ~ninntc, actual tiining, eating 
its way through i.he snow as if the \v:rter were 
warni. 

May 26, tlie nionntains see111 lo be ateanling 
aga.in (Aft. Jlrl~m or &It. Sanford), and otliers 
note(1 the sanle two days ago. 

TV. 0. Cnosov 
ill~ssacrrr~sr.: .r~s 08 TI~:CHKOT,OCYIRST~TCTE 

R B K b  PlfTCNS 

To THE EI~ITOR While I was in  or SCIESCI<:: 
charge of the neurological work a t  the  Uni- 

versity of Chicago, tlicre were published from 

the laboratory eight papers dealing with the 

anatomy of the nervous system of the  leopard 

frog. I n  these publications the species was 
designated as  liann vi~escens brachycephaln 

(Cope). I have recently learned through the 
kindness of Dr.  h o n h a r d  Stejneger, of the 

National Museurn, tha t  this name is  no longer 

used, and that  the correct designation for  t h e  

leopard frog is Ra12a pipiens (Schrebcr), as  

given by Jordan, "Manual  of the  Vertebrate 

Animals of the Northern United States," and  

adopted by Holmes, "Biology of the  Frog," 

1906, and Miss I)ickerson, " The Frog  Book," 

1906. 

I n  my further  studies on the nervous sys-

tem of the leopard frog, the species will be 

designated, therefore, as ILana pipiens. I11 

view of the fact  that  there arc  several investi- 

gations on this specitls still to  be published, 

I take this opportunity of calling attention to 

the change in name, first, Ir)ectlusc those of us  
who arc not specially concerned with taxon-

orny are  ap t  to be confused by such changes, 
and second, btlcausc I wish to einpliasize the 
fac t  t h a t  these later studips will apply t o  the  
smne species as  that  used in the earlier inresti- 
gations. 
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