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The paper, which covers 64 pages, includes 
a ten-page structural and historical introduc- 
tion, followed by a key to the species of Chara. 
Following the key are full descriptions of all 
of the species, with the type locality, distribu- 
tion, illustrations and exsiccatae for each spe- 
cies. Suggestive critical notes are appended 
in many cases, adding much to the value of 
this important contribution to our knowledge 
of this interesting group of plants. 

A MOSS BOOIC. 

SOME weeks ago Part 111. of Dr. Grout's 
'Mosses with Hand-lens and Microscope ' 
came to hand, continuing the work from page 
167 to 246. I n  this part we have the comple- 
tion of the family Tortulaceae, and the treat- 
ment in succession of Encalyptaceae, Ortho-
trichaceae, Xchistostegaceae, Sphnchnaceae, 
Punariaceae, Meeseaceae, Timmiaceae, Aulo- 
comniaceae, Bartramiaceae, Bryaceae and 
Leskeaceae. The two families to which the 
most space is given are Orthotrichaceae and 
Bryaceae, which together take up more than 
half of the pages of this part. The illustra- 
tions and text maintain the high standard set 
by the author in the two preceding parts. 
The statement is made that two more parts 
will complete this important and very useful 
work. CHARLESE. BESSEY. 

THE UNIVERSITY NEBRASKA.OF 

CENTItAL BUILDING OF I O W A  STATE COL- 

LEGE OF AGRICULTURE AND 


MECHANIC ARTS. 


ON June 8, 1906, the new central building 
of the Iowa State College of Agriculture and 
Mechanic Arts was dedicated. IIon. W. J. 
Dixon, in speaking of the construction of the 
building, said : 

The building is 216 feet long by 112 feet in 
depth. Floor area 08,000 square feet. The build- 
ing contains 1,892,'738 cubic feet of materials. 
The base is of Georgia granite and the outer walls 
of Bedford stone. The roof is tile set in concrete. 
Construction is fire-proof throughout. The plumb- 
ing, heating and lighting is ef the most approved 
modern systems. The cost of the completed build- 
ing is $375,000. 

The architects were Proudfoot & Bird, of Des 
Moines; the builder was Henry W. Schleuter, and 
the superintendent of construction was Dean An- 
son Marston. The furniture cost $52,000. 

The commencement address was made by 
Dr. F. W. Cunsaulus, of Chicago. The fol- 
lowing number of degrees were conferred: 
B.S.A., 34; D.V.M., 4; B.M.E., 19; B.C.E., 
27; B.S. in E.E., 21; B.S. in Min.E., 8;  B.S., 
14, three men and eleven women; M.S.A., 6; 
C.E., 1; M.S., 2; B.D.S., 1. One honorary 
degree of M.Ph. 

At a meeting of the board of trustees on 
June 1, R. Earle Buchanan was made assist- 
ant professor of general bacteriology and 
Estelle D. Fogel was made instructor in 
botany. 

The following departments have rooms in 
the new central building : English, history, 
mathematics, civics, economic science, modern 
languages, elocution and oratory. There are 
also general offices for the board and the sec- 
retary, the purchasing committee, the presi- 
dent and faculty, and a reception room, treas- 
urer's office, and the rooms of the department 
of botany. The department of botany occu-
pies most of the upper floor and the attic story. 

L. H. PAMMEL. 

S I R  .WILLIAM I'ElZIiIN AND THE AMERICAN 

JUBILEE OF T H E  COAL T A R  INDUSTRY. 


WE have already noted the British celebra- 
tion in commemoration of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the discovery of the dye-stuff mauve 
by Sir William Perkin. American chemists 
decided to celebrate the foundation of the coal 
tar industry independently, and Sir William 
Perkin and Lady Perkin left Liverpool on the 
Umbria, on September 22, to be present at a 
banquet which will be given a t  Delmonico's, 
on October 6. 

The Anierican committee submitted to a 
public meeting, held May 28, 1906, the fol- 
lowing program: (1) To invite Sir William 
Perkin to be present a t  the -American celebra- 
tion as the guest of the Americans. (2) The 
presentation to Sir William Perkin of a per- 
sonal token. (3) The foundation of a Perkin 
medal to be awarded annually to an American 
chemist for distinguished work in applied 
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chemistry. (4) The establishnient of a 
nucleus of a fund for the foundation, a t  the 
Chemists' Club, in New Yorlc City of a rcfer- 
cnce and circulating library, covering the en- 
tire field of theoretical and applicd czhe~rlistry, 
which is to be in clla rge of a salaried librarian 
and to coiltairl duplicate sets, one of then1 to 
be nsed for circulatiorl among hnerican 
chemists. 

I t  was estimated that $5,000 would be amply 
sufficient to cover the expenses of the personal 
token and the Perkin rncdal, while the sum 
of at  least $50,000 would be necessary for 
placing the library on a perrrianerrt basis. 

At the dinner the first Perkin medal and a 
silver tea service will be preqented to Sir  
William Perkin, arld there will be addresses 
on tlie (Ieveloprncnt of the coal tar  industry 
and after-dinner speeches. 

BCIICBTIFIC XOTEB ANL) IVEIOS'. 

TILE Srnithsonian Institution was repre-
sented by Mr. S. F. Emnlorls a t  the Intema- 
tional Geological Congress held in Mexico 
City from the sixth to the fourteenth of the 
present month and by Dr. Walter Hough at  
tllc fifteenth Iiliernatioilal Congress of Arner- 
icanists, held in Quebec from the tenth to the 
fifteenth. Dr. Plough also represented the 
U. 	S. National Museum. 

Pttoi~~ssoixWrr,rr~~,arIX~PTORF,professor of 
physics at  Miinster, will be presented with a 
marble bust on the occasion of his jubilee, 
which will sl~ortly be celebrated. Professor 
Hittorf has hinrself given 25,000 Marks for 
tlle scientific worlc in the Miinster Acaden~y. 

DR. Max TOEJ'LEII, professor of physics at  
the Dresden Technological Institute, cele-
brated on September 7 his seventieth birthday. 

DR. A. B. CROOK, for the past twelve years 
professor of mineralogy and economic geology 
at  Northwestern University, has been appoint- 
ed curator of the Illinois State Museum of 
Natural Elistory at  Springfield. During the 
past sumnler Professor Crook has visited mu- 
scums of natural history in this country and 
abroad with a view to studying their methods 
of administration and installation. 

Da. i l l ~ u i ~ a ~ t u  1)rof essor of bid- hi. ~IICTCBLF, 
c7gy in ihe \Voman7s College in Raltiniore 
since 1893, and now professor-elect of zoology 
in Oberlin College, h a  received the appoint- 
mcut to the Slnitllsonian seat in the Naples 
Zoological Station for the niorlths of Xarch 
aiid April, 1907. Dr.. Stewart Paton, forrncrly 
of Johns I-lopkins University, .uvhom Dr. Net- 
calf succeeds at  Naples, by extension of a 
foririer appoir~tment, will occupy the Smith- 
sonian seat for five months from the first of 
'C)ctobar of the present year. I t  is announced 
that the Srnithsonian has decided to renew its 
lcase of a table at  the station for an additional 
term of three years from January 1, 1907, 
and that applications, which are acted on in 
order of receipt, may now be submitted. I n  
view of the number of students who desire t o  
avail themselves of this opportmlity for study 
at Kaples, a Smithsonian appointment is not 
approved for a longer period than six months, 
though in exceplional cases an extension may 
be asked for and granted, if such action does 
not interfere with the occupancy of other ap- 
plicants. 

TIIE first meeting of the California Branch 
of the American Follr-Lore Society during 
1906-07 was held September 11, a t  8 P.N., in 
South ITall, University of California, Berlie- 
ley. Mr. Charles Meeler presided. On mo- 
tion a nominating committee was appointed 
consisiing of Professor Dresslar, Professor 
Fryer and Mrs. Uickson. l'he committee re- 
ported the following nominations for officers 
for 1906-07 : 

Prcsid~nt-Chnrlcs Reeler. 
E'irsl Vice-presiclenl-John Fryer. 
Acnond Vice-prcside?al--W. I?. Bade. 
Il'ren6uver-8. A. 13arrc:tt. 
h"ecrefar?j-A. L. Kroeber. 
Coz~nc'ilors-Charles P. Lnmmis, W. C. Mitchell, 

Mrs. Thomas B. Bishop, John E:. Matxke, C. Hart 
bferriam, E. J. Molera. 

On motion the report of thc committee was 
adopted, the nominees being thereby elected. 
Professor A. 1,. Kroeber thercupon gave an 
address on 'California Indian Myths and 
Songs,' illustrated by graphopllone records. 

Wlr learn from N a t u ~ ethat the government 
of Cape Colony has placed a sum upon the 


