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line through the Simplon Tunnel, after hav- 
ing been advertised for April 1, 1906, is now 
reported as being postponed until May 1. 
After having been for a considerable time 
under discudsion, the mode of traction between 
Bjigue and Domo d'ossola-i. e., on 40 kilo- 
meters (about 25 miles)-is 'reported to be 
electrical, in accordance with a decision re-
cently made by the Federal Department of 
Swiss railroads. The Swiss system of trac-
tion now in use on the railroad Berthoud- 
Thoune, in the Canton of Berne, will be ap- 
plied with up-to-date improvements on the 
Simplon line. The first two electrical engines, 
when delivered at  the end of the year, will first 
be tried on the Italian electrical lines of the 
Valteline: Electrical traction on Swiss rail-' 
roads is a new thing; but i t  seems only natural 
that Switzerland, so rich in 'white coal,' be-
gins to utilize its wealth of water, and super- 
sedes, by the power derived from it, the enor- 
mous quantity of coal imported from Germany, 
France, Belgium and England. This new trial 
of electrical power on such an important new 
line will be watched with keen interest. I f  
successful, the new mode of traction will cer- 
tainly be employed all over the country, and 
there may be openings for our manufacturers 
at  home in that line." 

T h e  Jozcr~~,al o f  t he  Amer ican  Medical Asso- 
ciation states that the German national com-
mittee in charge of arrangements for the ap- 
proaching International Medical Congreas, to 
be held at  Lisbon in April, will present the 
following two proposals a t  the Lisbon congress 
and urge their adoption : (( 1.The organization 
of an international bureau for the general 
medical congresses, which will act during the 
intervals between the congresses. The mem- 
bers of the bureau to be the presidents of the 
past and approaching congresses and the mem- 
bers of all the national committees. This 
central ofice should have its headquarters in 
Paris, and its task will be to preserve con-
tinuity and order in the arrangements of the 
congresses, es$ecially in the making out of 
the programs, regulating the sections, appoint- 
ing topics for discussion and selecting speak- 
ers to present the various themes, and the 

honorary presidents, working always in co-
operation with the committee of organization 
of the congress. Motive: The need for some 
international body to serve as a court of ap- 
peal in matters affecting these international 
congresses has long made itself felt, to prevent 
or smooth away differences that may arise 
between the committee of organization and 
the representatives of the special sciences. At 
the same time, such an international body 
would serve by regulating the relations be-
tween the great general congresses and the 
international specialist congresses, and also 
with the medical congresses in the different 
countries. 2. The general international med- 
ical congresses should be held not oftener than 
once in five years. Motive: It is generally 
acknowledged that the international congresses 
have lost in prestige of late years. This i s  
due principally to the brief interval between 
them. I n  case they occurred only once in five 
years the preparations for them would prob- 
ably be more carefully made, and more energy 
would be devoted to the solving of scientific 
problems, these forces now being drained away 
by their being called on so constantly for scien- 
tific gatherings of such kinds. Besides this, if 
the international congresses were not held so  
frequently, it would be easier to find suitable 
places a t  which to hold them." ,Waldeyer and 
Posner are chiefly responsible for the drafting 
of these resolutions. They are to be submitted 
to the various national committees for discus- 
sion in  the hope that something tangible will 
result in the way of the desired reforms. 

UNIVERSITY  AND EDUCATIONAL N E W S .  

AT the midyear meeting of the board of 
trustees of Syracuse University, Chancellor 
Day reported an increase in attendance at  the 
university of 325 over last year, and the pur- 
chase of the Renwick ' castle.' Plans for a 
men's dormitory on College Place, to cost 
$100,000, wQre accepted. It was also decided 
to expend $100,000 for the erection of a new 
chemical laboratory. The board decided that 
the 'castle' be converted into a college of 
pedagogy. 
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PRESIIIEKT the ofJAMES, of lliliversity 
Illinois, ailnounces the establishment at  
Urbana of a new sczhool of railway engineeriilg. 
Tt will be opened for work next September. 
Thc school will havc three departments, in-
iencled to cover t l ~ e  entire range of railway 
work. Aside fro111 the faculty in the various 
Ldcpartmenl s, pron~inent railway olficials will 
give special courses to einphasize the \lalue and 
the practical features of the curriculum. 

AT the annual rnecting of the Pcnllsylvania 
Sta te  Boartl of Agriculture, on January 24, 
public anrlourlcernent was rnade of a changcl 
i~ tlle orgai~izatioi~ of the agricultural work 
.of the Pennsylvania State College which, i t  is 
ui~derstood, llas been in coi~ternplation for sonle 
tirne. The investigations in anirnal nutrition 
with tlle respiration calorirnetcr lvhicll have 
heen carried or1 by the Experirnent Station for 
the past seven years in cooperation with thc U. 
S.Ilcpartment of Agriculture are, under thc 
new arrangement, to constitute a separatc dc- 
parttnent of the college, to be called the Insti- 
t u t ~of Anirnal Nutrition. 1)r. IT. P. Arrnsby 
is to be the director of the new tiepartment and 
is to bc rclieved of cxecutivc duties so as to 
enable llirn to dcvote his cntirc tirr~e to this 
special line of work. l'hc duties of thc direc- 
tor of the Experiment Station and of dean of 
the Scllool of Agriculture arc to be combined 
and the dual position fillet1 by a new appoint- 
ment, which, it is expected, will be announced 
in tllc near fnturc. 

TITErecently con~pletetl Agricultural Ilall of 
Lllc Iiniversity of Nribraska was forrnally dctii- 
cated on January 23, 1906. The principal 
address was given by the TIoilorable William 
G. 'CVhitmorc, rcgcnt of the lmivcrsity. The 
builtling is of gray brick construction, with 
solid oak finishing internally. I t  contains the 
agricultural lihrary, an auditorium, and class 
rooms anti laboratories f o ~  most of the depart- 
ments in the TJniversity School of Agriculture. 
The administration building is hearing com-
pletion. I t s  construction is of plain brick 
with ornarn~ntal terra cotta finish. I t  is to 
~onta i r l  thc officcs of tllc chancellor, tieans of 
$the colleges, university registrar, treasurer, 

iclcretary, sul~erintendei~t of grounds and baild- 
irlqs, ctc. 

T I11: new ad111i riistration building of the 
Tinivc~rsity of California, for which the last 
l c g i ~ l a t u r ~macl~an appropriation of $250,000, 
has bcclri drclicated with adtlresses by Presitlcnt 
\Irhc>c~ler,Governor Pardcc and others. 

TITEcrltire main building (including the 
library and the physical and chemical labora- 
tories) of the Fifth District Agricultural 
Scliool of Alabalna, was destroyed by fire on 
,Tanuary 5. Nearly all the laboratory appa- 
ratus ailtl the Expcrirnent Station library 
were savetl. T l ~ eacademic operatioils are con- 
tinued as before ill otllcr quarters. 'The loss 
is about half coverccl by insurance. 

TWIGposition of rcsearch assistant in serum 
pathology in Intiiana TJniversity for 1906-1907 
is open for applicants. Cantiitlatcs must have 
conrpleted a t  least two years' work in a riled-
icaxl scllool of high gradc, and must have a 
fair linowlcdge of bacteriology, of general 
pathology and of volumetric anti gravin~etric 
I I  ethods of quantitative chcrnistry. Prefer-
encc will b'c given a medical graduate. Ad-
dress :Department of Patllology and Bacteriol- 
ogy, Indiana University, Bloomington, In-
diana. 

ARRAXW. ll~l<lt[s ,president of thc Jacob 
'rorne Institute, Port Tleposit, Md., has bcc.11 
clccted presitient of Northwestern Irnivcrsity, 
to succeed 1)r. Etlrnund Jancs James, now 
of the lTrliversitv of Illinois. 

TIIEpresident of tlle hoard of rducatiorl has 
appointed Professor W. W. Watts, MA., F.R.S., 
of Binningharn TTniversity, to the professor- 
ship of geology, at  the Royal Collcge of Sci- 
cnc2c, South Uc~~sington,  vacant hy the retire- 
rnerlt of Professor J udtl. 

T Y ~ Kcouncil of King's Collegc, I,onclon, has 
elected Mr. ITarolti A. Wilson, D.Sc., M.A. 
(Carnbritige), as professor of physics in suc-
cession to Profcssor W. A. Adams, M.A., 
D.Sc., F.R.S. 

I)R.F .  T~IAISTEDT, professor of physics, has 
hecn clccteti prorektor of thc University of 
Frciburg. 


