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'ITHEA M E R I C A N  ORNIZ'UOLOGISZ'S" U N I O N .  

TIIE twenty-third congress of thc Ameri- 
can Ornithologists' Union convened in New 
York City, Monday evening,,November 13. 
The business meeting of the fellows, and 
public sessions, November 14, 15 and 16, 
were held at the American Museum of Nat- 
ural IIistory. The final session, Thursday 
afternoon, was held at the 13rooklyn Insti- 
tute of A d s  and Sciences. 

Charles F .  Batchelder, of Cambridge, 
Mass., was elected president; E. W. Nelson, 
of Washington, D. C., and Frank M. Chap, 
man, of New York City, vice-presidents; 
John H. Sage, of Portland, Conn., secre- 
tary; Jonathan Dwight, Jr. ,  of New York 
City, treasurer; Ruthven Ueane, A. K. 
Fisher, Thos. S. bbe r t s ,  Witmer Stone, 
William Dutcher, Chas. W. Richmond, and 
F .  A. Lucas, rnelribers of the council. 

The ex-presidents of the union, Drs. J .  A. 
Allen and C. I-Tart Merriam, and Messrs. 
William Brewster, D. G. Elliot, Robert 
Ridgway and Chas. B. Cory, are ex-oficio 
members of tllc council. 

Drs. Allen, Dwight, Merriam and Rich- 
mond, and Messrs. Rrewster, Ridgway and 
Stone, were reelected 'Committee on Classi- 
fication and Nomenclature of North Ameri- 
can Birds.' 

Walter K. Fisher, of Palo Alto. Calif., 
Professor Lynds Jones, of Obe~~lin,Ohio, 
and Wilfred T3. Osgood, of Washington, 
D. C., were elected fellows. Five associ- 
ates, Dr. Chas. W. Townsend, John E. 
Thayer, Rev. Wm. T~eon Dawson, James 13. 
Riley and Austin 13. Clarlc, were elected to 
the class known as members, and seventy- 
one new associates were elected. 

Mr. Witmer Stone had found among the 
archives of the Philadelphia Academy of 
Sciences, some unpublished letters of Alex- 
ander Wilson, and the extracts read from 
them were of historic interest-showing the 
disadvantages under which this pioneer 

ornithologist labored in his efforts to secure 
specimens. 

A paper, which evoked much discussion, 
was read by Dr. J .  A. Allen, on 'The Evo- 
lul ion of Species through Climatic Condi- 
tions.' I-Te referred to certain geographic 
races described from the United States as 
illustrating the change of, plumage and ap- 
pearance of birds whose distribution cov-
ered a wide area. 

Mr. Abbott 13. Thayer, the eminent por- 
trait painter, demonstrated his theory of the 
protective or disguising coloration of ani-
mals. Mr. Thayer has studied this subject 
from an artist's standpoint and believes 
'that every animal which preys upon others 
or is preyed upon is an absolute picture of 
its environment at its time of greatest dan- 
ger.' The elephant, he said, had no need 
of protective coloration. 

Mr. C. Wm. Reebe, curator of birds at  
the New York Zoological Park, spoke of the 
collection under his charge and referred to 
many interesting experiments concerning 
feeding and surroundings, which he had 
been able to conduct in the park. 

Dr. Thos. S. Roberts called attention to 
the great destruction of Lapland longspurs 
in southern Minnesota while migrating, 
March 13, 1904. A severe (moist) snow- 
storm occurred at the time and thousands 
of the birds were killed and injured by 
striking buildings, telegraph wires and the 
ice on different lakes. A conservative esti- 
mate of the number killed was 750,000, but 
he fully believes that 1,000,000 must have 
perished. Dr. Roberts illustrated his re-
marks with lantern slides, picturing the 
dead or injured birds as found in the snow 
in door-yards, parks and on various ponds. 
No other species appeared to be migrating 
with the longspurs. 

During the sessions excellent lantern 
slides from photographs of birds in life 
were shown by Rev. El. K. Job, and Messrs. 
Chapman, Bowdish, Raily and Finley. 
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After a dinner at  the Hotel Endicott, 
Tuesday evening, November 14, an informal 
reception was held for the members of the 
union and their friends, at  the American 
Nuseum of Natural llistory. 

At the closing session of the union, held 
at  the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sci- 
ences, Mr. Geo. Ii. Cherric had a paper on 
'The lloatsin and other South American 
Birds.' R e  traced the lile histolay of ciil- 
ferent species and exhibited specilllens of 
many of them. Mr. Wm. L. Finley spoke 
of the water birds of southern Oregon, 
illustrating what he said by many beautiful 
lantern slides. 

The day following adjournment the mem- 
bers of the union visited the aquarium 
and the New York Zoological I'ark, and 
were received and entertained by Di18ectors 
JTo~~nadayand 'I'ownsend, and Curator 
Rcehe. 

Following is a list of the papers rcad at  
the sessions : 

IvlTltE~ STOXTI:: ' Sonic U~lpllblishcd T>eCters of 
Wilsori and some IJnst,udicrl Worlis of Auilnbo~~.' 

, I .  -4. AT,T,EX:"yhe Evollltion of Species tlrrollgh 
C'li~nnt~icConrlit,ions.' 

~>':LONM. EATON: 'SUIIIIIIC~ of l\'lt.Birds the 
nfirrcy Rcgiori in t,l~c Bdirondncks.' 

VRAEIC hl. C o n ~ ~ n l u :'I'clic;~n Jsland Ke-
\.isiteel.' lllrlstrat,erl by lantern slides. 

1;. S. : ' Sornc 13rc.eding i\rarblc~s of I :o\~II)I~H 
Jlenl>~rest,N. .I.' lllustrntcd by 1;rntern slides. 

WII,T,I,\~~ I"~NI~TI:Y' Xotcs bloue-1,. : on Wing 
i ~ ~ e n t sin Bird l~liglit.' Illustratcd by lant,ern 
sliclcs. 

,I .  O w r o ~ ~ r ,  ' Tlic Statirs of Certain Species ,In.: 
and Subspecies of hrort,h Ali~crican Birtls.' 

H~n1rnn.rli..Tor:: ' Wild-fowl Nurxeriei of Norill- 
west Canarla.' lllustratcci by la~ltcrri slides. 

C. J .  P~cluxoc~~:'Ancirca: J lcssclins, a. I'ionccr 
Ilelawarc Ornithologist.' 

WITMEH STONE: 'The I'robability of I3rror in 
Bird A~ligr;rtiori ltccords.' 

WT'I '~~ERATONE : ' Sointl Obscrvutions on tile Ap-
plicnbility of 	 the Mutation Tllc.ory to llirtis.' 

llulurty 0 r . n ~ ~  J lerlnit l'irrosl~.' : ' 'yhe Song of t,l~c 

FRANKM. C~IAP:\~AN:
' I~nprcssions of English 

Bird-Lifo.' Illust,rated 1)y lantern s1ide.s. 
\.VII.I.TAMTJ. RATT.Y:' Exhibition of l~anterii 

Slides.' 

Trrontns S. R o s ~R T ~: 'A Lapland J,ongsp~lr 
Tingcdy.' lllllstintcd by lantcin slidcs. 

WII~I,~411 r.. J ~ ~ T L Y :' Siinilarity of the Xi~cis of 
the b'lainc Woods anci the I'ocono Mountnin5, I'n.' 

WELLS W. COOKI. ' Xlrcdlng: ~ i s c o ~ l t i n l ~ o l ~ s  
R,lngc5.' lllustratrd by 1:rntrln slidc5. 

All130T~11. Ti1~ Y I R :' Tlic Principle5 of tllr Ui5- 
grlisirlg Coloiation of Animals.' Illu5tiatrd \\it11 
experiments and slides. 

('. IV. ' T11e ('ollcction of Hircis in the J ~ E I ~ ~ I ~ E :  
Xe~v York %oologic,il I'arl;.' 

Jhr. &IOXTAGTTG 1%. LEVICBSON' Contribution: to 
the Nnturnl l listory of the English Caclioo, wit11 
a Review of the 1,itcrature on the Subject.' 

1 ) ~ .,I. DWTGIIT,JR.: ' l'lllniages : ~ n d  Status of 
the Wlrit1:-winged C:ulls of tlic (:enus Carus.' 

ARTIIUR T. WAYNE: 'Contribution to the 
Ornithology of Solltl~ Carolina, I'crtaining Chieily 
to tlic Coast Krgiori.' 

(3. WIUM4~ : ' Shollld Biirl Protcctiorl Latvs ,~nci 
lllcii Enfo~ccnrrnt be in tlrr hand5 of the Natlorial 
Clocc~nirrrnt?' 

(:EOI<ULI<. CIII.:I<I<II:: 'T11e Hoi i t~ i~ l  zinc1 otlici 
Sonth Aniilrican Uiid5.' With eullibition of spcci- 

of Soutlicrn Oirgm.' Illustrated by la~itcrr! 
rl~tlrs. 

The next ann~zal l~lertillg will be held in 
IVashinqton, I). C:., coll~~~rencingNovcrnbcr 
12, 1906. JOIIN11. S.~GE, 

N t o  cltr7.y. 

SCIESTII~ ' I ( ! BOO l i N .  

SOhlE lLICUI.!KT TRYTS I N  UENI1ILAL AKD 01tCAKIU 
UEIEhlISTliY. 

( lo?lvni.saLions o?b Chen~is1r .y .  B y  IV. OSTLYALI), 

Professor of C b e l l ~ i s t r ~  University 01i n  t l ~ e  
1,eipxig. Authorixetl translation by KLIZA- 

uisrr.~~ RAM~AY.C K ~ . ~ ~ E R I X E  P a r t  I., General 

Chemistry. New Yorlr, John  Wiley & Sons. 
Pp .  v +250. 121110. $1.50. 

I l e s c r i p l i v c  C7~emisl. i .y. B y  T,YMAN C. NEW-

RLL, ph.D. (.Johrls llopkins),  Professor of 
Cliemistry, Bostoa TTniversity. Author of 
cI~,xperinientalChemistry.' Boston, D. C.7 


l leatli  & Co. I'p. vi + 590. 12111o. $1.20. 

[ l ' l ~ c  E l c m c n l s  of C h e w i s t ~ y .  B y  IT.M. P K ~ - 


TISON MUIIZ, M.A., Fellow and P r ~ : I e c l o ~  in 

Chemistry a t  C:onville arlcl Caius College, 

Ca~nbridge, Philadelphia, P. Blakiston's 



