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ciation.-Chas. E. Bouton, ITarvard iJrlivcrsity 
( D l ;  I'aul Caprorl (D) ; Mr. Nichols, Brown 
and Nichols School, Cambridge (D),. 

Association of Teachers of Jfathernalics in 
the Il4iddle Btatcs and Rfar:jland.-John C. 
Bcchtel ; Fletcher Durcll, T,awrcncevillc, N. J .; 
A. Newton Ebaugh; Miss Susan C. Lodge; 
Ilonald C. M acT,aren ; Wm. IT. h! ctxler, Syra- 
cuse University (D) ;  J. T. Rorcr, Central 
High School, Philadelphia (D) ; Arthur 
Schultxc, High School of Con~mercr, N. Y. 
(D) ; IT. C. Whitalccr. 

Ccntlal Associalion of Xciencc and Mathe- 
matics il'cachers.-Otis IV. Caldwell; Jos. V. 
Collins (D) ; C. E. Comstock (D) ; Q. W. 
Greerlwood (D) ; Cl~arlcsIT. Smith ; Charles 
M. Turton; J. W. Young, Charles W. Wright. 

Missouri Xocicty of Teachers of Mathe-
matics.-F. T. Appleby; J. S. Bryan, Central 
High School, St. T,ouis (D) ; IT. Clay IIarvcy 
(D) ; E. R. ITedrick (D) ; U. F. Jol~nston; 
John R. Kirk;  J. W. Wl~itcyc. 

Chicago and Cook County TIigh School 
il'eachcrs' Association.-Edward E. l l i l l  (D) ; 
Fred 11. Nichols (D) ; Chas. M. Turton (D). 

Mathemc~lical Xcctioth of JIichigan Xchool- 
Master's Club.-Miss Emma C. Ackermanrl 
(D). 

New Pork Stale Bcicnce Associalion, Mathe- 
matical 1leparlrnent.-Crlcnn M. Lee. 

North Eastern Ohio Center, G.A.X. and M.T. 
-Lcmar T. Bcnlan, Clevelarld ITigh School 
(D) ; Cl~arlcs A. Marple (D). 

Ohio Association of il'cachcrs of Malhc-
naatics c~nd ,Science.-Franltlirl T. Jones (D) ; 
Wm. McTJair (D). 

St. Louis Association o[ Science and Mathc- 
matics il'eachcrs.-Wm. Schuylcr, McKirllcy 
High School, St. T,ouis (D). 

D ~ A S ( ' [ J A ~ ' S ' I\r A~\rl) t'OIZ7<ESI'OYDE\TCB. 

TIIlZ DOLYL\I PRIZl:. 

Aafr:rtrc7~ will rejoice that a t  last llungary 
is l~ollorirlg herself in hotloring her wonder- 
child, Jollrl Bolyai. l l i s  rnarvcl diarnond, the 
most cxtraordirlary two dozen pages in the 
history of human tl~ought, appealed in 
America irl English before i t  appeared irl 
Hungary in Magyar, llroud as they are of 

their language; and more, the Anlerican was 
reproduced entire in Japan before even the 
original was reproduced in 13urlgary. 

Arl American, not a European, was the first 
from outside 13urlgary to make t11e journey to 
MBros-VBsarhcly only for ,John Uolyai's salce 
and to see there the letter irl Magyar which 
corlstil utcs his precn~ption clainl and title-deed 
to t l ~ c  rlcw t~n ivc r s~ ,  and to publish for the 
first time that letter n~aliing the date 1823 ever 
memorable. On its pltblication t l ~ u s  in 
America Cl~arles S. l'circe wrote in The Na- 
tion, B4arclr 1'7, 1892, p. 212 in a review of 
Ilulstcd's Bolyai : 

Thcrc is  a ~ i n n i n g l y  cnthnsiastic letter from 
Dolyai JAnos t o  his fathcr, tclling him of tlie 
great  step. JTe says: " I  lravc discovered such 
magnificent thinzs t ha t  T am mysclf astonished 
a t  thcm. It would l ~ c  damagc ctcrnnl if thcy 
werc lost. When yon scc thcm, my father, you 
will yourself aclcno\\ledge i t .  A t  prescnt I can 
not s , ~ y  lllorc than tha t  from nothing I have 
crcx:ltccl a wholly ncw world." 

Ten years later this letter was published in 
IT~ingary in Magyar and Latin, and now comes 
the establishmcrlt of the great Bolyai prize 
(Prix Bolyai) by the ITungarian Academy of 
Sciences, of which the statutes are as follows: 

1. On the occasion of the linndrcdth annivcrsary 
of the birth of ,John Holyai the lrnngarian Acad- 
emy of Scienccs \\ islring t o  perpetuate the  mcmory 
of this illuitrious scicntist, a s  likc~vise t ha t  of 
thc profound tlrinlter, P;lrlcas 13olyai, his fatllcr 
and tclacher, has itrcidccl t o  establish a prize t o  
l ~ c  c.~llecl tlie Holyni I'rize. This ljrisc, \$hich is  
t o  consist of a conrnremor,ctive medal-~vhosc ob-
\.crie ill ~eprescnt  thc ac:~clcrr~yn i t h  thc vicw 
of 13atlapcsi. and ~vhose rcvcrse will bear a n  in-
hci iption-and of a, bur11 of tcn thousand crowns, 
shdll be adju(lqe(1 for the  first tinrc in 1903, then 
c\c,ry fi\e years, to  the author of thc bcst work in 
rnatlicn~atics pul)lished (luring the fi\c preceding 
ye.Lrs. 

'rile ~ n 1 7 e  lrr.iy hc givcn to any wurl, drrmrd 
worthy of ii, wlr:~tcver tlrc 1:lnguage in which it 
bc written, .xnd in whatever form i t  be ptll~lishcd. 

Tlic annotmcc~nent of the ~ v i n ~ ~ e r  \$ill talic placc 
during the gerreral mectlng of thc acaderliy in 
Deccinbcr. 

2. In case thc work of a dccc:~scd author be 
deemed worthy thc p r i ~ e ,  this shall be gixcn to  his 
hcirs. 

3. Thc third section of the acadenry, section of 



sciences, is entrusted with constituting, a t  its 
March meeting, a committee composed of two 
home and two foreign mcmbers, whose duty it  
shall be to judge of the valuc of the works. The 
committee will meet at Rudapcst in the first fort- 
night of October, and name from their number a 
president and a reporter. 

I n  case of a tic the president's vote is pre- 
pondcrant. 

Jt  shall be the duty of the reporter to present 
a detailed report on the comrnittce's decision. 

This report is to be rcad a t  the general meet- 
ing of the Academy of Sciences the day the prize 
is adjudged. 

4. The works of authors on thc committee are 
excluded from the competition, and they are not 
to be mentioned in the comrnittce's report. 

5. The foreign members designated as part of 
the committee and who, participating in the deli6 
erations, will spend some days at Budapest, shall 
rcceivc a compensation of 1,000 crowns. The 
honorarium accordccl to thc reporter for his work 
is fiscd at 300 crowns. 

6. The report is to be published in thc journal 
Alcademiai hrtesit6.' The Hungarian Academy 

of Scicnces will publish this report abroad, and 
will male i t  known to all the associatcd acad- 
emics. 

I n  accordance with the  above statutes, i n  
the  course of this present year the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences will confer for  the  first 
t ime the Bolyai Prize, consisting of a medal 
and  ten thousand crowns. 

The commission constituted by the acad-
emy from i ts  members and  endowed with the 
powers of a jury consists of Gaston Darboux 
(Paris),  Felix Klein (Gijttingen), Ju l ius  
KEZGnig (Budapest), Gustav Rados (Buda-
pest). The  deliberations of this commission 
will be held this October i n  Budapest. 

I f  I may be forgiven for  a bi t  of prophecy, 
1 venture to predict the p r im goes to  Poincar6. 

to  discuss i n  some detail their relationship 
and probable origin. 

Appended to t h e  'Check-list of North 
American Bi rds '  published by the American 
Ornithologists' Union there is  n ' ITypothetical 
L is t '  consisting of twenty-eight different 
birds which, for various reasons, have a n  un- 
certain status i n  the bird fauna  of the  region 
for  which the list is given. Of these twenty- 
eight birds I shall consider nine, as f rom the 
evidence a t  hand  it would appear t h a t  together 
they throw much light - on some hitherto ob- 
scure problems. The  list  includes Cooper's 
sandpiper, Tmnga cooperi Baird;  Brewster's 
linnet, Acanthis brewsterii Ridgway; Town-
send's bunting, lSpixa townsendii (Audubon) ; 
Lawrence's warbler, Helminthophila lawrencii 
(Herrick) ; Brewster's warbler, Helmintho-
phila leucobronchialis (Brewster) ;Carbonated 
warbler, Dendroica carbonata (Audubon) ; 
Blue Mountain warbler, Dendroica montana 
(Wilson) ; Small-headed warbler, Wilsonia 
microcephala (Ridgway) ; Cuvier's l~inglet,  
Regulus cuvierii Audubon. 

Of these nine kinds of birds seven either 
are  represented by single individuals or are  
known only from figures and descriptions i n  
the worlrs of Audubon and Wilson. O n  the 
other hand, the  two remaining birds of this  
series a re  lrnown by numerous specimens, and  
my reasons for  including them will be pre- 
sented as each is  considered i n  detail. 

It seems essential a t  this point to  call atten- 
tion to the fact  that  a number of these birds 
were discovered a t  a t ime when field natural- 
ists were not nearly so numerous as  a t  t h e  
present day, and tha t  there may be no doubt 
as to the  reality of a t  least some of these 
forms, a number of the  types still exist, as  
will presently be shown. 
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S['ECIAL ARTICLBR. 

ON TlllC i'lLODAHJJE ORICIN O F  CERTAIN BIRDS. 

IT is  my purpose to  examine i n  this article 
the  status of nine kinds of birds tha t  have 
been recorded from North America, and one 
t h a t  has been taken i n  southern Europe, and 

COOPER'S SANDPIPER, TRINCA COOPERI BAIRD. 

Cooper's sandpiper is known from a single 
individual that  was taken on Long Is land i n  
May, 1833. T h e  type is  still i n  the  National 
Museurn a t  Washington. T h e  evident rela- 
tionship of this bird to  the  lmot, Tringa 
canutus Linnzeus, is  a t  once apparent t o  a 
student, and even a n  untrained eye might  
readily distinguish their similarity. F o r  the  


