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circumstances, it may scarcely be regarded 
with well-founded hopes of realization-there 
is undoubtedly no more worthy single service 
to be rendered students in systenlatic pteri- 
dology than the publication of precisely such 
a work as Christensen has undertaken in his 
'Index Filicum.' The need of the work is 
undeniable; the parts already published are 
of high worth; the manuscript of the re-
mainder is ready for the printer; and we can 
only erpress our hope that the necessary sup- 
port shall be given-and at once-to insure 
the issuance of the remaining parts. 

WILLIAMR. MASON. 
1:. S. NATI~NALMUSEUM, 


August 15, 1905. 


SClEjV7'ZlrllC JOURYAIJS A N D  ARTICLES. 

TIJE August number of T h e  Physical Re-  
view contains the following articles: 

A. IIE FORIFST 'PAI~MPR:Thcrnio-electric Dcter- 
mination of Tcnlperatures Oo and 200" C.' 

T,orrrs B~WIER, The Vowel A" (as  in Raw),JR.: ' 
0 (as  in Rope), U (a9 in Rude).' 

Wac. <J. RAYMOND:'The Meilsurmcnt of In-

ductancc and Capacity Means of the Diner-
entiill Ballistic Galvilnometer.' 

J. B. 'The Magnetic EffectWTIITEIIPAD: of 
Electric Displacement.' 

R. DREW:<The Jnfra-red Spectrum of (TO, 

and Nitrogen.' 

TIJE contents of T h e  American Naturnlist  
for August are as follows: 

PROFESSOR I?. : SystematicD. P~nrrar.r,ow ' A 
Study of the Salicaecz.' 

J .  A. CTJSIIMAX: ' Dcvclopmental Stages in the 
Tagenid=.' 

nn,R. I ) : ~ ~ ~ ~ ~studies on the plant  ~~,l,'-

~ 7 1 1 .  
Xotes and Literature: Eature Study; %oolo,gy, 

Wasps Social and Solitary, Trouessart's Catalogue 
Mamn~alium, Supplerrlent. 

rl'OCIETLES AND ACADEMIES. 

OILCANIZLITIOP?O F  A NLITIOhlIL SOCIETY O F  TbAClI-

lCRi OW MATIIIC \IATICb ANr) b('1E.h CL.. 

A ( oVITl:!tl$XCi< was held at Asbury Park on 
July 6 ,  1906, for the purpose of discussing the 
adviiability of organking a national society of 
teachers of niatlrierl~atics artd natural science. 
The confelence was attended by thirty-seven 

texchers representing nearly all the lard ~ e ras-
socaiations of teachers of mathematics and 
natural science in the United States. Many 
letters received from teachers who were unable 
to be present expressed sympathy with the pro- 
posed movement. 

Professor Thomas S. Fiske, of Columbia 
Vniversity, was elected chairman of the con- 
ference and Dr. Arthur Schultze, of the IIigEi 
School of Commerce of New York, was elected 
secretary. 

There was absolute agreement in regard to 
the advisability of forming closer permanent 
relations among the associations represented, 
and a large majority were in favor of effecting 
this by means of a national association. Con-
siderable discussion, however, arose as to 
whether the new society shonld be one of 
mathematical teachers only or one including 
also teachers of science. The western asso-
ciations, for the most part including teachers, 
of sciencc as well as teachers of mathematics, 
strongly advocated a mixed organization, 
while the teachers from the eastern states 
seemed, to a considerable extent, to favor a 
purely alathematical society. The views urged 
by the western delegates prevailed, and on 
inotioii of Professor E. R. Hedrick, of the 

of Missouri? a was 
adopted to the effect that a national society 
of teachers of nlathematics and scierlce be 
organized. 

The details of the organization were rc-
ferred to the following executive committee : 
Professor Thomas S. Fiske (chairman), New 

York, N. Y.; Professor C. E. Coinstock, 
Peoria, 111.; Professor E. It. Hedrick, Co-
lumbia, Mo.; Mr. Franklin T. Jones, Cleve-
land, 0.; Professor William TI. ~letzlcr,  
Syracuse, N. Y.; Mr. Edgar H. Nichols, Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 

IJp to the next meeting this comniittee is to 
act as council of the society and a report of its 
p roc~~dingsis to be published in  School Sci -  
ence and Ilfalhematics. 

I n  the following list of associations repre- 
sented at the conference the narrics of regularly 
appointed delegates are distinguished by the 
letter (D). 

N e w  Enqland illathematics Teachprs ASCO-
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ciation.-Chas. E. Bouton, ITarvard iJrlivcrsity 
( D l ;  I'aul Caprorl (D) ; Mr. Nichols, Brown 
and Nichols School, Cambridge (D),. 

Association of Teachers of Jfathernalics in 
the Il4iddle Btatcs and Rfar:jland.-John C. 
Bcchtel ; Fletcher Durcll, T,awrcncevillc, N. J .; 
A. Newton Ebaugh; Miss Susan C. Lodge; 
Ilonald C. M acT,aren ; Wm. IT. h! ctxler, Syra- 
cuse University (D) ;  J. T. Rorcr, Central 
High School, Philadelphia (D) ; Arthur 
Schultxc, High School of Con~mercr, N. Y. 
(D) ; IT. C. Whitalccr. 

Ccntlal Associalion of Xciencc and Mathe- 
matics il'cachers.-Otis IV. Caldwell; Jos. V. 
Collins (D) ; C. E. Comstock (D) ; Q. W. 
Greerlwood (D) ; Cl~arlcsIT. Smith ; Charles 
M. Turton; J. W. Young, Charles W. Wright. 

Missouri Xocicty of Teachers of Mathe-
matics.-F. T. Appleby; J. S. Bryan, Central 
High School, St. T,ouis (D) ; IT. Clay IIarvcy 
(D) ; E. R. ITedrick (D) ; U. F. Jol~nston; 
John R. Kirk;  J. W. Wl~itcyc. 

Chicago and Cook County TIigh School 
il'eachcrs' Association.-Edward E. l l i l l  (D) ; 
Fred 11. Nichols (D) ; Chas. M. Turton (D). 

Mathemc~lical Xcctioth of JIichigan Xchool- 
Master's Club.-Miss Emma C. Ackermanrl 
(D). 

New Pork Stale Bcicnce Associalion, Mathe- 
matical 1leparlrnent.-Crlcnn M. Lee. 

North Eastern Ohio Center, G.A.X. and M.T. 
-Lcmar T. Bcnlan, Clevelarld ITigh School 
(D) ; Cl~arlcs A. Marple (D). 

Ohio Association of il'cachcrs of Malhc-
naatics c~nd ,Science.-Franltlirl T. Jones (D) ; 
Wm. McTJair (D). 

St. Louis Association o[ Science and Mathc- 
matics il'eachcrs.-Wm. Schuylcr, McKirllcy 
High School, St. T,ouis (D). 

D ~ A S ( ' [ J A ~ ' S ' I\r A~\rl) t'OIZ7<ESI'OYDE\TCB. 

TIIlZ DOLYL\I PRIZl:. 

Aafr:rtrc7~ will rejoice that a t  last llungary 
is l~ollorirlg herself in hotloring her wonder- 
child, Jollrl Bolyai. l l i s  rnarvcl diarnond, the 
most cxtraordirlary two dozen pages in the 
history of human tl~ought, appealed in 
America irl English before i t  appeared irl 
Hungary in Magyar, llroud as they are of 

their language; and more, the Anlerican was 
reproduced entire in Japan before even the 
original was reproduced in 13urlgary. 

Arl American, not a European, was the first 
from outside 13urlgary to make t11e journey to 
MBros-VBsarhcly only for ,John Uolyai's salce 
and to see there the letter irl Magyar which 
corlstil utcs his precn~ption clainl and title-deed 
to t l ~ c  rlcw t~n ivc r s~ ,  and to publish for the 
first time that letter n~aliing the date 1823 ever 
memorable. On its pltblication t l ~ u s  in 
America Cl~arles S. l'circe wrote in The Na- 
tion, B4arclr 1'7, 1892, p. 212 in a review of 
Ilulstcd's Bolyai : 

Thcrc is  a ~ i n n i n g l y  cnthnsiastic letter from 
Dolyai JAnos t o  his fathcr, tclling him of tlie 
great  step. JTe says: " I  lravc discovered such 
magnificent thinzs t ha t  T am mysclf astonished 
a t  thcm. It would l ~ c  damagc ctcrnnl if thcy 
werc lost. When yon scc thcm, my father, you 
will yourself aclcno\\ledge i t .  A t  prescnt I can 
not s , ~ y  lllorc than tha t  from nothing I have 
crcx:ltccl a wholly ncw world." 

Ten years later this letter was published in 
IT~ingary in Magyar and Latin, and now comes 
the establishmcrlt of the great Bolyai prize 
(Prix Bolyai) by the ITungarian Academy of 
Sciences, of which the statutes are as follows: 

1. On the occasion of the linndrcdth annivcrsary 
of the birth of ,John Holyai the lrnngarian Acad- 
emy of Scienccs islring t o  perpetuate the  mcmory 
of this illuitrious scicntist, a s  likc~vise t ha t  of 
thc profound tlrinlter, P;lrlcas 13olyai, his fatllcr 
and tclacher, has itrcidccl t o  establish a prize t o  
l ~ c  c.~llecl tlie Holyni I'rize. This ljrisc, \$hich is  
t o  consist of a conrnremor,ctive medal-~vhosc ob-
\.crie ill ~eprescnt  thc ac:~clcrr~yn i t h  thc vicw 
of 13atlapcsi. and ~vhose rcvcrse will bear a n  in-
hci iption-and of a, bur11 of tcn thousand crowns, 
shdll be adju(lqe(1 for the  first tinrc in 1903, then 
c\c,ry fi\e years, to  the author of thc bcst work in 
rnatlicn~atics pul)lished (luring the fi\c preceding 
ye.Lrs. 

'rile ~ n 1 7 e  lrr.iy hc givcn to any wurl, drrmrd 
worthy of ii, wlr:~tcver tlrc 1:lnguage in which it 
bc written, .xnd in whatever form i t  be ptll~lishcd. 

Tlic annotmcc~nent of the ~ v i n ~ ~ e r  \$ill talic placc 
during the gerreral mectlng of thc acaderliy in 
Deccinbcr. 

2. In case thc work of a dccc:~scd author be 
deemed worthy thc p r i ~ e ,  this shall be gixcn to  his 
hcirs. 

3. Thc third section of the acadenry, section of 


