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t t  seemed to me to be of interest, now, to 
test the strength of assortative mating with 
respect to a character in which there is known 
to be conscious selection. The ages of the 
two members of the pair a t  once suggested 
itself. It possesses an added interest because 
of the former worlc upon the age a t  death. 
I accordingly tabulated the ages of twenty-
five hundred couples as given a t  the marriage 
license ofice at Chicago during the spring of 
1904. Grouped in c]asscs they are 
as shown in table. 

The data are a little unsatisfactory because 
of the unfortunate but undeniable proneness 
of humanity to a lapse of honesty in the 
matter of age, especially in this connection. 

So that thc figures, instead of ttlling the 
exart truth, show us the state of things, rnodi- 
fietl somewhat by man's ideas of how he thinks 
they had better be. This undouhtcdly 
raises the coeflicicnt of correlation slightly. 
It possibly also accounts for some of the ex- 
trcme skewness of the caurvc for the s\rife7s age. 

TXowcver. that may be, tlic cocflicaient of 
correlation between the agcs of rrlan and wife, 
as given, is .SC,4. If  this be colnparetl with 
that of stature (.280), span (.199), forearrn 
(.198) or longcvity (.223), i t  will make i t  pos- 
sible to appreciate more clearly the precise 
extent of thc unconscious assortative mating. 

The writer Elas on Elarlcl data which sliow 
that this principle applies to certain insects 
and spiders as ~vell as to man. 80  that we 
are doubtless dealing here with a real biolog- 
ical factor as well as one of sociological in-
terest. I:RAKI<F. TLTTZ. 
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A mew years ago no one would have fore- 
seen that a regular publicaxtion n7ould be 
started in 1904, devyted lo the physics of t l r ~  
free air, and ereu to-day scicl~tific rllen gen- 
erally tllust be surprised to see the quantity 

ancl the quality of the contributions whicah 
deal with the rnctcorological conditions of thc 
free air. A rcccnt nurrlber of the Bcitrr~r/[~ 
acLr F'lt?jsil; der  freicn (No.A / ~ ~ z o , s p h a ~ c  3, 
1905), bcsidcs the p:~pcr on caycalouica arltl allti-
cyclonic tenrpcratures by Clayton, rnc~ntioll of 
whicll was recently madc in these notes, con- 
taini a stirdy of thc results obtained during 
syncllronous kite flights frorn Berlin ailcl 
lTald (Jutland) frorrl the summer of 1902 to 
the spring of 1900, and also a short note, by 
Profcssor Uergcsell, on recent observ:~tion~ o i l  

the meteorological conditions of the high 
warm straturn of air which was firsL noticed 
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by Assrnann and Teisserenc de Uort a t  an 
altitude of about 11 liins. Recent observa-
tions during a bnllon-sonde flight frorn Strass- 
burg (February % 1905) prove the existence 
of an easterly current a t  great altitudes, which 
is independent of the lower currents. The 
temperature conditions of this upper air  
stratum show that vertical currents are prac- 
tically absent, and its high relative humidity 
suggests some interesting speculations as to 
its origin. 

lI.IE1EOIIOLOGIUAL AGrlIVITY IA JLNGLAKU. 

Tslr Council of the lioyal Meteorological 
Society of England is about to undertake an 
extended campaign with a view to advancing 
the general knowledge of meteorology. A 
series of lectures is planned, to be of a prac- 
tical nature, usually illustrated by lantern 
slides, and to be given by lecturers, appointed 
by the council, a t  different places. When pos- 
sible, exhibits of meteorological instruments 
are to bc made, especially at  the shows of the 
various agricultural societies. The author-
ities in charge of the 'Agricultural Education 
in Elementary Schools 1311,' now before 
Parliament, have been approached with a view 
to the inclusion of rneteorology among the 
subjects taught in such schools. The scheme 
as a whole provides for bringing meteorological 
lmowl~clge to the doors of societies and insti- 
tutions all over ($reat Britain. It is also pro- 
posed to hold conferences in Lontlon, a t  which 
delegates frorn various societies shall be in- 
vited to speak. Thc whole plan shows a 
healthy ztctivity 0x1 the part of the Royal 
Meteorological Society. 

TllOPIC l L  CYCLOA 1:s. 

Trrs cycloiies of tile tropicd are of universal 
intcrcst 11ccausc of tlieir violetlcc.; they arc of 
peculiar i:l+rxrcl:t ofto meteorologists I ~ e c a u ~ e  
their iznportauce as pheno:l~erla having the 
closest r e l a t i a s  to Ilunian life and safety, ant1 
bec:luse of the doubt as to tlicir origin, which 
gives then1 an atlded attrartion in the mint1 
of the stutlent. One of the noteworthy cflorts 
to cornc to a fuller understantling of the fre- 
quency, tracks and wind moverncnts in trop- 
ical cyclones is a recent paper by A. Schiiclc, 

of lhrnburg, entitled 'Zur Kenntniss dcr 
Wirbelstiirmc ' (I-larnburg, 1905, 4to, pp. 48). 
This account is acco~npanied by a large n u n -  
ber of illustrations, including some rnost intcr- 
esting pressure curves, although the diagrams 
arc crudely drawn and rather difficult to make 
out. 

CLIblATlC CHANGES IN CJLNTlIAL AFRICA. 

A GOOD deal of evidence has been adduced 
within the last two or three years regarding 
a desiccation of the lakes of central Africa, 
and the view has come to be somewhat gen- 
erally held that  a distinct change to a drier 
climate is in progress. Now comes the report 
( ( i l o b ~ ~ s ,No. 5, 1905) that  Lake Rukwa, to 
the east of Lakc 'I'anganyika, has risen within 
two years. Such contradictory reports show 
the need of great caution in jumping a t  con- 
clusions of climatic change. Periodic changes 
in the amount of annual rainfall are well 
kno~xm, but they do not indicate permanent 
climatic changes progressively in one direc-
tion. 

GOTTON-GROWING IN TROPICAL AUSTRAIJTA. 

T ~ I Eevolution of a marketable type of cot-
ton which has been named caravon ica ,  adapted 
for growth in thc climate of Qucensland, holds 
out the hope of a large cultivation of cotton 
not only in Queensland, but through the whole 
of the tropical section of Australia north of 
latitude 18" S. (Bul l .  A m e r .  Ceogr .  Xoc., 

XSXVTT., No. 4, 1905). 

lIUKRICBNES, COCOA Tl lEES AND l+:Gl'ORTS O F  GUAM. 

A RKCKNT report, 'Contributions from the 
TJnitcd States National ITerbari~im,' Vol. IX., 
by W. E. Safford, u n d ~ r  the special title, ' The 
lJscful Plants of Quam,' notes the damage 
done by hurricanes which pass near tlie island 
of Guam. I n  1900, the destruction caused by 
two hurricanes rc~ulted in a dearth of food, 
and nearly $10,000 was spent by the govcrn- 
ment for the relief of the natives. One of 
the rnost serious results is the stripping of 
cocoa trees of their leaves, which may cause 
a failure of the trees to protlucc. I n  1901, 
after the hurricanes above noted, not an 
ounce of copra was produced in Guam, this 
being prac~tically the only export of the island. 



Srralr;r,u~,r?ssexamplcs may bc givpn to show 
tlrc. dilferencc of exposllrc., on southern and 
northern slopes, upon tlrc vtlgetation. A re-
cent striking illl~stration is l~otctl  in  L a  
U i o c l ~ a p h i e ,No. 3, 1905, ant1 dp,crihccl in  the 
B u l l c t ~ w o f  l l ~ ei l n ~ c ~ i c a r ~Geoc/7apl/icaZ So-
c i c i y  for  J ~ l l y .  Alr~ovc. the hanllct of Findc!pn, 
ne,lr %crnr?tt, i n  tlre Alps, I)arltly :tntl r > t  arc. 
grown a t  a n  altitude of 6,900 f re t  ahovc sea 
Icvcl, on R sunny slope. 011 t l r ~S O I I ~ ~ C ~ I I  

11ortherll slopcs, a few hnntlretl y:trds distant, 
therc i i  ail arctic-:rlplne flora, with patches 
of snow lying I~elow the level of thc  fi~lrls of 
grztin 011 t h ~soutlrern slope. 

R. I)E(~.TVARL). 
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OPE\TI~(:  a t  I1meeting: Tl~nitl:iy, J n l y  25, 

m r . ,  a t  tlrc roorrls of tllc Royal S o c i ~ t y .  


1. Profcssov Darboux lnovctl that T'rofcisor 
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by 111. I):trl)oux, it  xvxs rcsolvctl that  Dr. 11. 
b'orsler Morley hc reappointetl d ~ r c d o r  of t l ~ c  
catalogue :tt a salary of $500 pcr an11u111. 

C. On  thc n-iotion of the clrairman, sccorltletl 
by Dr. Deniker, i t  was resolved: Tllal thc coii- 
~ ~ i i t i o ~ l  the a n ~ ~ u a l  oSa u t h o r i ~ ~ s  cxp~nil i turc~ 
a snltl ~ ~ o t  excectlirlg fa,000 ( in addition to the 
( l i r~ctor 's  salztry), for  carrying on t h ~x~orlt 
of the ( :c~~tral  Bureau. 

Secontl nrcetlng: \ITcdn~sday, J n l y  26, a t  10 
\ \I., nl tllc r o o i ~ ~ i  Socipty.of tlrc Itoy'il 

7. 011 t l ~ c  nrotlon of' ,\I. 1)arl)onx it uraq 

~ ~ x ~ l \ c t l :'I'liat ill 1-iew of thc resolution :!r-
r i ~ e d:rt to c o n t ~ i n ~ e  ttie catalogup I'or a i111.l1rer 
~)criotl of firc Fe:Lrs, the Royal Soc idy  of Lon- 
(Ion he requcstc,l: ( ( 1 )  Again to act as tllc 
1)nhliihiug hotly; ( 6 )  to conclude n colrlract 
wit11 RI~ssrs. Elarriion ant1 Sons to ~) r i i l t  t h ~  
c:tt:~logl~e011 the terms indicated i n  tlre report 
of' thc cxccirtive cornmittcp; ( c )  to make so,*h 
provision of worlting capital as may be desir- 
able ill the ol~i l~iol l  of tlrc executive con~r~liltc'c. 

k1. E. Armst1,ong be thc chairman oi' thc ~ O I I -  
vpi~tion. The  nlotion Ira\rillg h e n  c a v r i ~ d  
unanirnonsly, Professor Ii.B. Arrr~strong took 
the callair ant1 \vclcomctl tllc delc~gates. 

2. On motion of the clrairrr~an, a t  the re-
qnest of tlrc Royal Society, Mr. A. Tr. Kerrlpe, 
treasurer of t h ~lloyal Socipty, ant1 I l r .  L. 
,\lontl, ~ncrrlbtr of the executive cornmittce, 
wcre iilvitetl to take par t  i n  thp tlcliberations 
of the convention. 

3. Orl thc motion of thc chairmsrn i t  was 
rpiolvptl: Tha t  Dr.  ,l. Denikcr he thp s c c r ~ t a r y  
for  the I'rench languagp; l'rofcssor Dr .  August 
von Hiihm, s ~ c r c t a r y  for  the German lanyr~agc;  
Cav. 32. Mancini, secretary f'or the I ta l ian lan- 
guage, ant1 Dr. T1. Forstpr Morley, sccrctary 
for  thc English language. 

-1. On the motion of the chairman, seconded 
by 1)r. Stcjncger, i t  was resolved: That,  i n  
v i ~ m  of the snuccss already achicved by t l r ~  
Jntcrnntional Caialogl~c of Sc i~nt i f i c  Litera- 
turc and of its great importance to scaicntific 
~ ~ o r l t c r s ,i t  is impcrativc to contirll~c the pl~hl i-  
cation of the catalogl~c a t  lcait for a further 
pcriotl of fivr yrars. 

5. 0 1 1  Lhe rriolio~~ of the chairrr~an, sccontlcd 

8. 011 tllr ~ l ~ o t i o l lof Dr. 1,arnior it  loas 
un:rnimously rcwlrctl:  'l'lrat as i t  is nntlcsir- 
ahlc to increace the borrowed ca1)it:tl of the 
Tnternatiolinl (':ttaloqoc, contracting bodies 
hc inforrnetl that in  ca,?~., where payment in  
atlvanc.c is i~rr~)racticablc th:tti t  is necessary 
p:ty~neirt shorlltl IIC ~ r ~ a t l c  for  each vol~unc as 
soon as  poiiible after delivery. Tha t  the 
rt~rclctor be inslrnctctl, i l l  ~ ~ i a l r i a gs11ch spec2iill 
rc,lucsts for  pnylrient :IS the cxccutivc com-
:rl~tieclirra;c tleter~ilinc~,to sclltl a c01)y of this 
rc~ol i~ t io i iwitli hi, rctjnest. 

rcsolvc~l: Tlra t the co~rvcntion ;Il)l)rovPs of the 
ln'oposal for  ari al11:rlq:rm:ttion of the %oolor/-
icitl I l c c o ~ t lpuhlislretl by the Zoological SO-
cicty tii' I,oncloi~ wit11 Volunlc N of t1.1~.lntcr-

gr:tyl~ 21 of the report, and authorizc.~ tho 
ext>cwtivc co:ii~i~ittc,e to carry the propoqnl into 
cffcct. 

10. On Ihc motion of Dr. Slcjnpger i t  was 
resolvcd: Tha t  i t  is  the d ~ s i r e  of this convcn- 
tion that thc pxccltlive committcc, as soon a s  
practicalrle, take illto considcratiorl thc ques- 
tion of i , s ~ ~ i n g  cartls. 

11 .  On the illolioll of 1 )~ .Stej l lef i~~' ,SPC-

orltlcd by I)r. IJeilikr, it ~ v a qse~olvccl: T h a t  


