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and wct the straw. Some of thcsc ponds, of 
very early datc, pcrhaps Neolithic, arc still in 
working order. 

PILOT CIIARTS OF NORTH ATLANTIC AND NORTH 

PACIFIC OCEANS. 

TJIERE is much of interest to tcachers of 
physiography and of meteorology on thc 
monthly pilot charts of thc Atlantic and 
Pacific Occans issued by our I-Iydrographic 
Officc. So far from containing only informa- 
tion for thc usc of mariners, thcre is a largc 
amount of matcrial which may casily be cm- 
ployed in school and college teaching. For 
examplc, the conditions of prcvailing winds 
and calms; thc limits of the tradcs; thc inter- 
action of gcncral and local winds ncar the 
coasts of continents and islands; thc distribu- 
tion of fogs and many other subjccts of direct 
meteorological intcrcst arc discussed, as wcll 
as chsrtcd, on thcse publications. 

SUICIDE AND THE WEATHER. 

M. DENIS has rccently published a study 
cntitlcd 'Le Suicide et la Corrirlation des 
Phenomi.nes moraux cn Belgiquc ' ( M e m .  
d e a d .  roy.  Belg.) ,  in which thc rclation of 
suicide and the weather is considcred. At 
Brussels thc number of suicidcs increases up 
to July and August, and thc minimum is 
usually in Deccmber (Cie l  e i  Terre ,  Vol. 26, 
1905, No. 6). R. 1hC.  WARD. 

RECEATT VERTEBRATE I'ATJEONTOLOGY. 

PARTIESarc now in the field from the Car- 
negic Museum, thc Ficld Columbian Muscum 
and the American Museum of Natural Iris-
tory. From tllc last institution thrcc parties 
havc bcen scnt out, onc to continue the work 
of excavation in the 'Bonc Cabin ' Quarry in 
search especially for additional skulls of dino- 
saurs; the second to the Bridger Eocene basin, 
in order to verify the stratigraphic explora- 
tion which has bccn done thcre and to complctc 
our knowledge of ccrtain littlc known forms ; 
the third to the Laramie or Upper Cretaceous 
of northern Montana in search of dinosaurs. 
I n  thc abscncc of Professor Bsshford Dcan in 
Japan, his assistant, Mr. Hussakof, is cxplor- 
ing scveral of the typc localities of Devonian 
fishes. 

Much activity is also being displayed in the 
arrangcment of thc collections in the various 
muscums. Mr. J. W. Gidley, who resigned 
his position in thc American Muscum for an 
appointmcnt as prcparator in the National 
Museum, is completely ovcrhauling and cata- 
loguing the rich National Muscum collection. 
I n  the Carnegic Museum thc specimcns are 
temporarily withdrawn from cxliibition pend- 
ing the complction of the new building. I n  
the American Museum of Natural I-Iistory 
thc skclcton of the little Bridger armadillo 
Metacheiromys  has just bcen placed on exhibi- 
tion, while the skelctons of thc Pampcan horse 
Hipp id ium,  of thc Jurassic carnivorous dino- 
saur Allosc~urusand of thc Plcistocenc mam- 
moth Elephas  columlbi, arc bcing prepared for 
mounting. Mr. Richardson, who prepared 
such an admirable model of S t e g o s a u r ~ sfor 
thc National BiIuscum exhibit at the St. Louis 
exposition, is now preparing for a life-sizc 
reproduction of Allosa~lrrusafter a modcl by 
Knight from the skclcton in the American 
Museum of Natural History. 

The principal rcscarchcs in this museum at 
the prescnt time are the following: Dr. 0. P. 
Elay is monographing the Tcstudinata on a 
grant from the Carnegie Institution. Dr. E. 
C. Case is writing a memoir upon the Permian 
Pelycosauria, espccially the great fin-backcd 
lizards Naosaurus  and Dimetrodon,  finc speci- 
mens of which arc prcscrved in the Copc col- 
lcction in this muscum; the drawings for this 
mcmoir are being madc from a grant from thc 
Carnegie Institution. Dr. W. D. Matthcw 
has becn rcvising the Bridgcr fauna, especially 
the Carnivora and Insectivora. Mr. Barnum 
Brown has completed a description of an im- 
portant Plcistoccne cave fauna of Arkansas. 
Volume 11.of 'The Fossil Vertcbratcs in the 
Amcrican Museum of Natural History' has 
recently been issucd, including forty-four col- 
lcctcd bulletins, from 1898 to 1903, by Osborn, 
Wortman, Matthew, IIay, Grangcr, Gidlcy, 
Loomis, Brown, Lull, Gregory. 

The status of the U. S. Gcological Survcy 
monographs at prcsent is as follows: The 
monograph on thc Ceratopsia by the latc Mr. 
J. B. Hatchcr will bc published first. Tlle 
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author at the timc his fatal illness overtook 
him was in thc midst of thc final pages of thc 
systcmatic rcvision of gencra and spccies; hc 
left his manuscript, so far as prcparcd, in 
perfect condition. Profcssor R. S. Lull, of 
thc Massachusetts Agricultural Collcge, has 
complctcd the monograph, carefully conform- 
ing, so far as possible, to the plans of thc 
author. I t  hai bcen found necessary, how-
cvcr, to add considcrable original mattcr. The 
Titanothcre monograph is progressing rapidly 
in the hands of Profcssor Osborn; reccnt dis- 
coverics in Wyoming have added greatly both 
to thc matcrial and to thc work involvcd in 
completing this ' volumc. The Sauropoda 
monograph by thc samc author is also under 
way, but will not be complcted for at least 
two ycars. I t  has becn practically decided to 
confine the Stegosauria monograph, in thc 
hands of Mr. F. A. Lucas, to the gcnus Stego-
saurus and thus avoid the dclay incidental to 
thc study of the Europcan mcmbcrs of this 
ordcr. H. F. 0. 

RCvZENTZI~'lC NOTES AND NETW. 

TIIE fiftieth year of public servicc of thc 
cmincnt chemist Dr. D. J. Mcndcl6cf will bc 
celebrated at St. Petcrsburg on August 30. 

DR. SAMUEL G. DIXON,president of the 
Academy of Natural Science of Philadelphia, 
has bcen appointcd commissioner of hcalth 
for the state of Pcnnsylvania. 

PROFESSORW. W. MILLS has becn appointcd 
state geologist of Michigan. 

DR. ROBERT KOCII, who is said to be making 
important discovcrics in thc intcrior of Africa, 
cxpects to rcturn to Germany in the spring 
of ncxt year. 

PROFESSOR of Dartmouth C. H. I~ITCIICOCK, 
College, is this summer studying the volcanoes 
of the Hawaiian Islands. 

PROFESSOR of Col-G. F. WRIGII~I', Oberlin 
lege, is making a trip to southern Russia and 
the Red Sca to continue his gcological and 
anthropological studies in that region. 

DR. J. F. NEWSON,associate professor of 
mining and mctallurgy at Stanford Univer- 
sity, has leave of absencc for next ycar. 

PROFESSOR of the Univcr- MORIZ BENEUIKT, 
sity of4Vienna, known for his work on diseases 
of the nervous systcm, has celebratcd his scv- 
enticth birthday. A dinncr was given in his 
honor by the Neurologic Society of Vicnna 
and congratulations were prescntcd from va-
rious societies of which he is a mcmber. 

TIIE gold medal of thc British Medical As- 
sociation has becn prcscntcd to Sir Constan- 
tine EIolman and to Mr. Andrcw Clarlr. 

TIIE French Acad6mie de M6dccinc has 
awarded a silvcr medal to Dr. Alan Green, 
bactcriologist in chargc of thc vaccinc lymph 
departmcnt, Lister Institute of Preventive 
Mcdicine, for his work on vaccinc. 

DR. GUSTV XRAATZ, president of the Gcr- 
man Entomological Society, has bcen given 
the titlc of professor. 

DR. RICIIARD ASSMANN,titular professor of 
mctcorology at Berlin, has bccn appointed 
dircctor of thc acronautical observatory at 
Lindenbcrg. 

WE lcarn from thc London Times that Mr. 
Edgar Schustcr, thc Francis Galton research 
fcllow in national eugenics at  London Uni- 
versity, has presented a report containing a 
preliminary account of inquiries which have 
bcen made into the inheritancc of discasc, 
and especial17 of f eeblc-mindedness, dcaf -' 

mutism and phthisis. Arrangcnlcnts have 
becn concludcd with Mr. John Murray for thc 
publication of a work on notcworthy families 
in modern sciencc, writtcn by Galton in con- 
junction with Mr. Schustcr. This is to ap- 
pear as Volume I. of the publications of the 
Eugenics Rccord Office, and will contain ac-
counts of the families of some fifty fcllpws of 
thc 'Royal Socicty. 

A STATUE of Benjamin Franklin is to 'bc  
erectcd at  Paris at  the end of the strect that 
bears his namc. Plans havc bcen made for 
thc celebration of the two hundrcdth anni-
versary of Franklin's birth, which occurrcd 
on January 17, 1706, in Boston and Ncw 
York as well as in Philadclphia. 

Nature states that a portrait mcdallion, in 
marble, of Sir William Gcddcs, the latc prin- 
cipal of the University of Aberdeen, has bcen 


