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Fraiiklin's 'Autobiography ' after 51, and 
Irving's ( Blhambra ' at 49. Han~thorne be- 
gan his series of great romances with ' The 
Scarlet Letter' a t  46. l irs .  Sto~ve mrote 
' Uncle Tom ' at 41. 3larli Twain produced 
'Tnnocents Abroad' before 40, but 'Tom 
Sawyer ' and ' Iiuclileberry Finn ' consicler-
ably later. Lincoln delivered the ' Gettys-
burg Address' at 54, Webster his 'Reply to 
X-Tayne' at 48. Prescott wrote the ' Conquest 
of Mexico ' at 47 ; Bancroft's ' I-Iistory ' oc-
cupied Iiim from 34 until 75. Xotley mrote 
the 'Dutch Republic' at 42; Parkman did 
not begin his series of volumes on 'France 
ancl England in North America' until he mas 
42. The first and the second series of Emer- 
son's ' Essays ' appeared at 38 and 41, respect- 
ively. Dr. I-Iolmes wrote the ' .Lutocrat ' at  
40, Dr. Hale, ' The Xan JTTithout a Country' 
at 46. John Fislie did his best worlr, as l i r .  
Stedman has done his, after 40. Xr.  Ho~~lells 
had scarcely made a beginning of his char-
acteristic worlr before 40; 3Ir. James had made 
a good beginning, but the most and the best 
of his 11-orlis have come later. 

Indeed, if one were to generalize at  all 
from this data concerning ~vorlrs notable in 
themselves ancl most characteristic of their 
authors, the conclusion for America11 litera- 
tui3o mould not be t.hat no work of the first 
rarllr had been clone by men above 40, but that 
the period of life conspicuous for superior 
production was bctn~een 40 and 50, ancl that, 
as Bulwer-Lytton suggested, real maturity 
seldom comes befom the age of 35. 

CLYDEFURST. 

PROUITCTIOP; AAND TIIE SIODYRP; LSE OF C4RBOP;IC 

ACID. 

To T I ~ E  EDITOR SCIESCC: Referring OF to 
SCICKCEfor January 27, there appears on page 
151, a brief extract of a paper by John C. 
Minor, Jr., presented to the New Porlr Sec-
tion of the American Chenlical Society on 
December 9. The title of this paper, as given, 
is the 'Production and Modern Use of Car-
bonic Acid.' I n  the abstract, however, there 
is no reference to carbonic acid; the paper 
appears to deal entirely mith carbon clioxicle. 

ancl I suppose this is another case of the com- 
mon misuse of this term. I would suggest 
that you make some effort to correct this pre- 
valeilt error, because if IT-e should want to 
talk about the real carbonic acid, there ~ ~ o u l d  
be no may of conveying the meaning intended, 
unless the chemical symbol be used, hecnuse 
as it is, CO, has monopolized for itself two 
names. A. BCIICA~I. 

MOAT ~ $ 1 . 6 ~? 
BLTIIOOGHnothing is commoner than in-

stances of lnistalren etymology, it rarely h a p  
pens that a single name admits of so ::ianq 
interpretations as does ( Xont Pelke sive 3Iont 
Pel&' 

Having gone through in my own mind all 
the possibilities of the name, from that of the 
Han~aiian goddess, mith which I started, to 
that of Pelke =bald, a good name for a bare 
summit, I have come a t  last to believe that it 
is simply the Gallicizecl form (PBlBe) of the 
Greek Peleus, the son of Bacus  and father of 
Achilles-1lfozint Pele~ l s has a likely sound 
and needs no explanation of its gender. The 
form PBlke for Peleus is found in Littrk. 

HARRIS ~VILDER.FTA~VTIIORSF, 
SMITIICOLLEGE. 

BPCCISL AXTICLEN. 

KATURAL 1fOUP;DS OR 'HOG-V 4LLOV 5.' 

TIIEpaper of Mr. A. C. Teatch reporttd in 
SCIE~CE,NO. 530, p. 310, is of much interest 
to those acquainted mith the natural mounds 
or hog-mallo~~~s California and Oregon.of 
Such mounds are especially abundant along 
the east side of the San Joaquin valley ill 
California, \&ere they cover hundreds of 
square miles, and extend from the valley floor, 
\\,here they are most abundant, up the slopes 
of the foot-hills to an elevation of more than 
five hundred feet. The underlying rocks vary 
from Pleistocene gravels, sands and clays to 
granites, schists and folded paleozoic slates. 
I have never found them, however, in the 
sandy river bottoms. I n  height they range 
from one foot to four feet, and in diameter 
from ten to morc than fifty feet. Tlieq are 
cqually abundant in eastern Oregoli and in 


