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REFLECTIONS SUGGESTED BY THE NEW
THEORY OF MATTER.*

THE meetings of this great society have
for the most part been held in crowded
centers of population, where our surround-
ings never permit us to forget, were such
forgetfulness in any case possible, how
close is the tie that binds modern science
to modern industry, the abstract researches
of the student to the labors of the inventor
and the mechanic. This, no doubt, is as
it should be. The interdependence of
theory and practice can not be ignored
without inflicting injury on both; and he
is but a poor friend to either who uncexr-
values their mutual cooperation.

Yet, after all, since the British Associa-
tion exists for the advancement of science,
it is well that now and again we should
choose our place of gathering in some spot
where science rather than its applications,
knowledge, not utility, are the ends to
which research is primarily directed.

If this be so, surely no happier selection
could have been made than the quiet courts
of this ancient university. TFor here, if
anywhere, we tread the classic ground of
physical discovery. Here, if anywhere,
those who hold that physics is the true
Scientia Scientiarum, the root of all the
sciences which deal with inanimate nature,
should feel themselves at home. For, un-
less I am led astray by too partial an affec-
tion for my own university, there is no-
where to be found, in any corner of the

* Address of the President of the British Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Science, Cam-
bridge, 1904.



