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W H A T  I'RdI3-IA:U I S  PH17S10LOG1' ASU 

IIE'GIEh'E M A Y  T17E KL'~ISO.\ABLY E X - 


PECil' OF TI ID PUBI,IC1 SC'HOOLAS'." 


INthe public schools of to-day varioils 
subjects are taught, and for various re&- 
sons. Some, like arithmetic or the reading 
and writing of English, are indispensable 
tools of moclern civilized life;  others, like 
geography and history,. i~rlpart  necessary 
information or promote general intelli-
gence ; still ot,hers, like algebra, geometry 
and Latin, are agents of mental discipline 
or else afford necessary preparat,ion for 
subsequent work. Physiology and hygiene, 
the studies wit,h which we are concerned in 
the present paper, were introduced into 
the public schools for the express purpose 
of affording inforniation concerning the 
structure and ful~ctions of the human 
body, being expected thereby to contribute 
to the preservation ilnd proi~iotion of 
health; and they have liept theiy place, in 
spite of serious shortcomings, as a conces- 
sion to the practical inlportance of sound 
ideas concerning health and disease. 

The training which nlay reasonably be 
expected in the reading and writing of 
English, in arithmetic, in  geography or in 
Latin, is the subject of f reclue~~tdiscus-
sion in educational gatherings and is 
doubtless influenced by such discussions; 
but it is determined chiefly by the exami- 

* Read hefore the Xmeric:tn Social Science ASGO-
ciaticti, Roston meeting,  May, 1903. 


