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The officers of the University of Arizona
and of the Arizona Agricultural Experiment
Station have taken a lively interest in the
project and the Tucson Chamber of Com-
merce expressed its appreciation of the im-
portance of the enterprise by donating the
site, installing a water supply, electric con-
nections and rendering other valuable assist-
ance.

Plans for building have been approved and
construction will be begun as soon as the site
is prepared. It is expected that the labora-
tory will be ready for operation about Sep-
tember 1, at which time Dr. W. A. Cannon,
the resident investigator, will take wup his
duties.

THE U. 8. NATIONAL MUSEUM.

Tue last Congress appropriated $3,500,000
for a new building with granite fronts for
the U. S. National Museum. This will be
placed on the mall to the north of the Smith-
sonian Institution and at a suitable distance
from it. Tentative plans for such a building
were submitted to Congress in response to a
resolution passed at the previous session, but
the fortunate change from brick and terra-
cotta will necessarily lead to some alterations,
particularly in the design for the exterior.
The general arrangement of the halls and the
amount of floor space will, however, remain
practically the same as in the provisional
plans. These contemplate a rectangular
building, about 480 feet front and 850 feet
deep, surrounding two open courts, and about
80 feet high including the basement. The
building will afford about 400,000 square feet
of floor space, or nearly nine and a half acres,
and is designed for four floors, the first and
second to be used for exhibition purposes, the
basement and upper floor to be for the ar-
rangement of the reserve, or study series, for
workrooms and other necessary museum pur-
poses. A special effort will be made to have
the offices of the museum staff not only near
the study series, but as near as possible to
their respective exhibition halls, while the
lighting of the exhibition halls will be mainly
from the sides, in order to avoid dark corners
and reflection.
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The construction of the new museum is to
be in charge of Mr. Bernard R. Green, who
had the supervision of the new building for
the Library of Congress. The sum of $250,-
000 was appropriated for the first year. The
preparation of working plans will be pro-
ceeded with at once, and it is hoped that con-
tracts for the work may be made early in
July so that the building may be commenced
as soon as possible.

THE APPROPRIATION FOR THE U. 8. DE-
PARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

THE appropriation for the current expenses
of the United States Department of Agricul-
ture provided by the recent session of Con-
gress covers a total of practically six million
dollars—$5,978,100, to be exact. This is an
increase of $769,140 (including an emergency
appropriation for foot-and-mouth disease)
over the appropriation for the present year.
During the past five years the amount of the
appropriation for the department has in-
creased over two and one quarter million
dollars.

The increased funds are for the most part
to enable an extension of the work of the
department along its present lines rather than
to take up new special features. Nearly
every bureau and division receives additional
funds, but the wording of the appropriation
act mentions very few new undertakings.
Indeed, the wording is now so comprehensive
as to render this unnecessary, and makes the
legitimate field of the department cover prac-
tically all science as applied to agricultural
investigation and practice. One new bureau
is recognized—the Bureau of Statistics, which
is raised from the grade of division. The
scientific staff of the Weather Bureau is in-
creased somewhat, an assistant chief being
added, among others, and the bureau is au-
thorized to erect five observatories and to
establish cable communication between Block
Island and Narragansett Pier, with terminal
buildings and equipment at each place. The
Bureau of Animal Industry receives an in-
crease of $100,000 for its meat and other in-
spection work, and an emergency appropria-
tion of $500,000 is placed at the disposal of
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the Secretary of Agriculture to stamp out the
foot-and-mouth disease and other contagious
diseases of animals which may appear. The
appropriations for the experiment stations in
Hawaii and Porto Rico are increased to $15,-
000, making them uniform with the appro-
priation for stations in other states and ter-
ritories, and $5,000 is appropriated for taking
up the farmers’ institute work with a view
to assisting the organizations in the different
states and territories and making them more
effective means for the dissemination of the
results of the work of the department and
of the agricultural experiment stations. A
farmers institute specialist, who has had long
experience in this line of educational work,
has been appointed upon the staff of the Office
of Experiment Stations, and will take up the
new enterprise in April. The fund for the
purchase of seeds for congressional distribu-
tion is increased by $20,000, being now $290,-
000, but an additional $10,000 is allowed to
be expended out of this fund for the seed and
plant introduction from foreign countries,
making the fund for that purpose $30,000.

The items carried by the act for the various
bureaus and divisions are as follows: Office
of the Secretary, $74,600; Weather Bureau,
$1,248,520; Bureau of Animal Industry, $1,-
287,380; emergency appropriation for foot-
and-mouth disease, $500,000; agricultural
experiment stations and Office of Experi-
ment Stations (including irrigation investi-
gations and nutrition investigation), $895,-
000; Bureau of Plant Industry, $674,930
(increase of $62,200); Bureau of Forestry,
$350,000 (increase of $58,140); Bureau of
Soils, $212,480 (increase of $42,800); Bureau
of Chemistry, $85,300 (increase of $15,500);
Bureau of Statistics, $156,660 (increase of
$15,500) ; Division of 'Entomology, $77,450
(increase of $10,000); Division of Biological
Survey, $51,850 (increase of $6,000) ; Division
of Publications, $229,320 ($105,000 of which is
to be used for the preparation and printing
of Farmers’ Bulletins); Division of Foreign
Markets, $16,000; Public Road Inquiries,
$35,000; Library, $20,000; Division of Aec-
counts, $24,350; contingent expenses, $37,000;
Museum, $2,260.
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This statement does not include the funds
available for printing the publications of the
department, which are carried by another ap-
propriation. ‘

Congress also gave authority for the erec-
tion of suitable buildingg for the department,
to cost not exceeding $1,500,000, and $250,000
was appropriated for the work to be done on
these buildings during the coming year.

The total appropriations made by the Fifty-
seventh Congress for the department aggre-
gate $12,005,133.80.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS.

THE American Museum of Natural History
announces the appointment of Dr. Livingston
Farrand, of Columbia University, as assistant
curator of ethnology, and of Professor Wil-
liam Morton Wheeler, now of the University
of Texas, as curator of invertebrate zoology.

Prorrssor ANpREW C. MoLAUuGHLIN, who
has filled the chair of American history at the
University of Michigan since 1891, has been
selected by the trustees of the Carnegie In-
stitution to organize a bureau of historical
research and to direct its investigations. Pro-
fessor McLaughlin has been given a leave of
absence from the University of Michigan for
the coming college year in order that he may
take up this new work. The larger part of the
investigations will be carried on. in connection
with the government archives at Washington.
" Tur daily papers state that Professor
Raphael Pumpelly, of Newport, R. I., has
gone to Turkistan to make explorations under
the auspices of the Carnegie Institution.

Dr. WiLHELM Bavers, of the Royal Ethno-
logical Museum, Berlin, is at present  at
Mexico studying the native tribesy.

Proressor VoLNey M. SpaLpiNg, head of
the botanical department of the University
of Michigan, has been granted leave of ab-
sence by the board of regents for the next
academic year. He will devote the time
largely to studies of plant distribution, visit-
ing various European collections and travel-
ing elsewhere.

IN harmony with the invitation received
from the German government, the Secretary
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