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Delaware valley at the expense of Dr. Fred-
erick BE. Hyde, and the field work among the
vanishing tribes of the North American In-
dians, supported mainly through the contri-
butions of Mrs. C. P. Huntington and Archer
M. Huntington.

The Jesup North Pacific Expedition has

yielded a large quantity of material.

" The Eastern Asiatic Research expedition,
maintained through the assistance of a friend
of the Museum, has added to the collections
a series of valuable and interesting objects
illustrating the culture of China.

The expedition under Andrew J. Stone,
who has been collecting specimens of the
large fur-bearing animals in the far north,
has enriched the Museum -collections with
many specimens of caribou, bear, deer and
sheep, which will be utilized in the prepara-
tion of groups of the animals, represented with
their natural environment.

A large quantity of material has been re-
ceived from Commander Robert E. Peary,
through the Peary Arctic Club.

The library of the Museum has received
many gifts of desirable works, the most note-
worthy being a gift of 287 volumes on conchol-
ogy, for which the Trustees are indebted to
Frederick A. Constable.

President Jesup referred to the loss to the
Board in the death of Abram S. Hewitt,
who had been a Trustee since 1874.

The officers for the year are:

President—Morris
term).

First Vice-President—J. Pierpont Morgan.

Second Vice-President—Professor Henry Fair-
field Osborn.

Treasurer—Charles Lanier.

Director—Dr. Hermon C. Bumpus.

Secretary-Assistant Treasurer—John H. Winser.

K. Jesup. (Twenty-third

THE ROCKEFELLER INSTITUTE FOR MEDI-
CAL RESEARCH.*

Trae Rockefeller Institute for Medical Re-
search was founded in 1901, by Mr. John D.
Rockefeller, who gave for this purpose the
sum of two hundred thousand dollars. The

* A statement sent us by the secretary of the .

institute, Dr. L. Emmett Holt.
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aims of the institute are the promotion of
medical research, with especial reference to
the prevention and treatment of disease.

It was thought wise by the directors of the
institute not, at first, to concentrate the work
in any one locality, but to enlist the interest
and cooperation of such investigators through-
out the country as might be engaged in
promising researches or who might enter upon
new fields if suitable pecuniary assistance
could be afforded them. It was the conviec-
tion of the directors that in this way it would
be possible not only to stimulate and foster
valuable contributions to science, but also to
secure important practical suggestions as to
the lines along which the institute might most
wisely develop.

Among the large number of applications for
assistance in carrying on original studies
which relate to the cause, prevention and cure
of disease, and to the problems upon which
new knowledge on these subjects must be
based, over twenty have been selected. The
directors have secured counsel in these selec-
tions from the heads of departments or others
in the universities of Harvard, Yale, Johns
Hopkins, Pennsylvania, Columbia, New York,
Chicago, Michigan, Mc@Gill, Wesleyan, Cali-
fornia and Western Reserve; and in many of
these institutions work has been prosecuted.
Two of the Rockefeller fellows have been
working in Europe. Some of the workers
under these Rockefeller Institute grants,
which vary in amount from two hundred to
fifteen hundred dollars, have completed and
published their investigations; some are still
engaged upon them.

It is the purpose of the directors, from time
to time, to bring together in the form of vol-
umes of collected reprints, the results of these
researches which may be published in various
technical journals. An arrangement has been
effected by which the institute will assume the
publication of the Journal of Experimental
Medicine which will remain under the edi-
torial supervision of Dr. William H. Welch,
professor of pathology in the Johns Hopkins
University, and president of the board of di-
rectors of the institute.

At the end of the first year of practical
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work of careful study of the situation, it be-
came clear to the directors that existing insti-
tutions in this country, while in many in-
stances carrying on most valuable researches
in medicine, do not afford adequate facilities
for many phases of investigation which are
of the utmost importance and urgency. This
is in part due to the lack of sufficient en-
dowment, in part to the large demands made
upon the time and energy of the workers by
their duties as teachers. It was further evi-
dent that such assistance as the institute had
thus far been enabled to extend to selected
investigators in various parts of the country
had fostered work of great actual value, as
well as of high promise, and should be per-
petuated along similar lines.

The directors, however, were united in the
conviction that the highest aims of the insti-
tute could not be secured in this way alone.
Useful as such individual studies are and im-
portant as it is to enlist and to maintain the
interest of research workers in established in-
stitutions of learning, it is not possible in this
way to secure the unity of aim and the co-
ordination and mutual stimulus and support
which are essential to the highest achieve-
ments in research. These are to be secured,
it was believed, only by the centralization of
certain lines at least of the work of the insti-
tute under a competent head or series of
heads of departments, in a fixed place, with
adequate equipment and permanent endow-
ment.

There is no lack of men of sufficient train-
ing and experience ready to devote their lives
to the solution of medical problems which bear
directly or.indirectly upon the welfare of man-
kind. The widely open fields of research are
many. Some of these relate to the applica-
tion of existing knowledge to the prevention
and cure of disease; others to the develop-
ment of new knowledge along various lines of
science which more than ever before give
promise of great significance in the problems
of physical life.

In a broad sense, the directions and meth-
ods for the study of disease may be classified
as morphological, physiological and chemical;
and the institute, it was thought, should in-

SCIENCE.

[N.S. Vou. XVII. No. 427.

clude departments providing for these divi-
sions of the subject. For the morphological
study of disease there should be a complete
equipment for pathological-anatomical re-
search. For the physiological study of disease
provision should be made for experimental
pathology, for pharmacology and therapeutics,
for the study of bacteria and other micro-
organisms with especial reference to their re-
lation to the infectious diseases, and for other
investigations in personal and public hygiene,
including preventive medicine. Here belong
especially the problems of infection and im-
munity, and here also, in large part, such
studies as require access to patients in hos-
pitals. There should be a laboratory, well
equipped for investigations in physiological
and pathological chemistry.

It was the conviction of the directors that
such an institute might wisely add to its aims
in the direct increase of the knowledge of dis-
ease and its prevention and cure, a phase of
activity which should look toward the educa-
tion of the people in the ways of healthful
living, by popular lectures, by hygienic mu-
seums, by the diffusion of suitable literature,
ete. For, in fact, the existing agencies for
medical research for the most part stop short
of those direct and widely diffused applica-
tions of newly won knowledge upon which the
immediate practical fruitage of their work
so largely depends.

In order that the causes and treatment of
human disease may be studied to the best ad-
vantage, it was the opinion of the directors
that there should be attached to the institute
a hospital for the investigation of special
groups of cases of disease. This hospital
should be modern and fully equipped, but it
need not be large. It should attempt to pro-
vide only for selected cases of disease, and the
patients would thus secure the advantages of
special and skilled attendance and such cura-
tive agencies as the institute might develop
or foster.

It was thought that an institute for medical
research of the largest promise would require
a central institution, fully equipped and en-
dowed, and with capacity for growth, in which
the more comprehensive studies demanding
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the coordinated forces of various phases of
science could be carried on from year to year;
while at the same time; by means of such
grants of assistance as had been offered during
the initial year, it should continue to make
available the resources of special workers all
over the country, as well as in Europe.

In view of the above considerations relating
to its future, in June, 1902, Mr. Rockefeller
gave to the institute the sum of one million
dollars for the purchase of suitable land, the
erection of buildings, and the organization of
a working force along the broader lines which
had been projected. It is the purpose of the
directors to proceed at once to the erection of
a laboratory building which will provide for
the present requirements and will be capable
of enlargement as the character -and extent
of the work of the institute may develop.
Negotiations for a suitable plot are now under
way.

A small hospital will also be built in the
immediate future, which will be maintained
in close association with the experimental
work of the institute.

Provision will be made in the laboratory
building for research in physiological chem-
istry, pharmacology and therapeutics; in nor-
mal and pathological physiology; and in vari-
ous phases of morphology; and for the study
of bacteria and other microorganisms. It is
hoped that the laboratory buildings may be
completed and ready for the commencement
of work in the autumn of 1904.

Dr. Simon Flexner, professor of pathology
in the University of Pennsylvania, will direct
the scientific work when the building is com-
pleted. His colleagues deem it of the highest
importance that the institute has been able
to secure so emineht an investigator as Dr.
Flexner to shape the work of its early years.
Dr. Flexner will spend several months abroad
while the new buildings are in course of erec-
tion. .

It is proposed to organize the various sec-
tions and departments into which the work
of the institute will naturally fall so that each
of them, thougH in a measure autonomous,
will still be so closely associated as to favor
the conjoint investigation of comprehensive
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problems. Associated Wiyth the head of each
of these departments it is proposed to have
a staff of trained assistants.

Provision will also be made for research
work by a group of trained men, to be desig-
nated féllows, scholars, ete., of the institute,
under pecuniary grants of varying amounts.

Finally, opportunity will be afforded to suit-
able investigators, not members of the regular
staff of the institute, to pursue special lines
of research.

The directors of the institute are:

Dr. William H. Welch, Baltimore; Dr. T. Mit-
chell Prudden, New York; Dr. Theobald Smith,
Boston; Dr. Simon Flexner, Philadelphia; Dr.
Hermann M. Biggs, New York; Dr. C. A. Herter,
New York; Dr. L. Emmett Holt, New York.

The officers are:

President—Dr. William H. Welch.
Vice-President—Dr. T. Mitchell Prudden.
Secretary—Dr. L. Emmett Holt.
Treasurer—Dr. C. A. Herter.

SCIENTIFIC NOTES AND NEWS.

Dr. J. H. van’t Horr, professor of chem-
istry at the University of Berlin, has been
elected a corresponding member of the Acad-
emy of Sciences at Munich, and an honorary
member of the Philosophical Society of Cam-
bridge.

!
M. E. MascarT has been elected a member
of the International Committee on Weights
and Measures.

Tae Lucy Wharton Drexel medal of the
University of Pennsylvania was presented to
Professor F. W. Putnam at the Founder’s Day
celebration on February 21. The medal was
established four years ago, K but no awards
were made until this year, when four were
awarded at one time. The other three to re-
ceive the medal are: Professor Petrie for his
work at Abydos; Professor Evans for his ex-
cavations at Crete; and Professor Hilprecht
for work in Babylonia. Hereafter one
medal will be awarded each year ¢ for the best
excavations in archeology or for the best pub-
lication, based on archeology, by an English-
speaking scholar’ Next year the medal will



