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This result may be checked by the geocen- 
tric positions. At Sovember 29d.5, the geo- 
centric coordinates of 31ercury are R.A. = 
15" 50" 585,Dec. =-20°1'.G, log. 8 =0.1500. 
The coordinates of the comet, according to 
the ephemeris mentioned above, are R.A. = 
15" 53m 23S, Dee.=-20°44'.3, log. 8 =0.1-151. 
According to Nijland's ephemeris (A. N. 
1G0.14), the coordinates of the comet are 
R.A.=15h54m544, Dee.=-20°37'.7, log. 
6 =-0.1443. The comet will probably be vis- 
ible for some time after passing perihelion, as 
is shown by the following extension of the 
ephemeris by Nr. Seagrave. 

EPRE\IERIS. 

Date, R. A. Dec. log. v 
1902-3. d h m s  , 
Dec. 7.5 15 27 25 -24 12.9 9.i335 

'' 11.5 15 15 19 - 26 0.2 9.7868 
" 15.5 15 3 13 -27 52.1 9.8368 
" 19.5 14 50 34 - 29 50.6 9.8827 
" 23.5 14 36 53 - 31 58.2 9.9244 
" 27.5 14 21 13 - 34 15.3 9.9622 
" 31.5 14 2 37 - 36 41.9 9.9968 

Jan. 4.5 13 39 54 -39 15.3 0.0284 
" 8.5 13 11 30 - 41 48.0 0.0575 
" 12.5 12 35 54 - 44 4.'i 0.0844 
" 16.5 11 52 18 -45 39.6 0.1093 
" 20.5 11 1 56 45 59.7 0.1325 
I '  24.5 10 8 59 - 44 42.3 0.1543 

The effect of the disturbance by Mercury 
can, therefore, be determined with such accu- 
racy that it is hoped that it will give a good 
value of the mass of that planet. I n  any 
case, careful measures of the position of the 
comet after November 29 are greatly to be 
desired. EDWARDC. YICXERIKU. 

HAR\'ARI)COLLEGE OBSERTATORY. 

RCIF;Nl'Il~'IC NOTES' 4 XD SEIVN. 

%IR.TVILLIAMSELLERShas been nominated 
for the presidency of the American Society of 
lfechanical Engineers. 

PROFESSOR TAYLOR of CO- MARSTON BOGERT, 
lumbia University, has recently been elected 
a vice-president of the Society of Chernical 
Industry (of England). 

Diz. J. WALTERFEWEES, of the Bureau of 
American Ethnology, has left Washington for 

Forto Rico to continue his ethnologic21 and 
archeological studies of the West Indian 
aborigines. Tlis plan of work embraces an 
cxalnination of caves, village sites, shell heaps 
and other places of occupation of the prehis- 
toric inhabitants, and a collection of such 
ethnological data as may shed light on the 
manners and customs of the Porto Rican 
Indians. Dr. Fewlres will remain in the West 
Indies during the winter, and in the course 
of his work ex~ects  to visit Santa Domingo 
and the Lesser Antilles as far south as the 
coast of Venezuela. 

DR. A. E. I~ENNELLYhas returned to Har- 
rard University from an expedition to super- 
vise the laying of a cable in Mexican waters. 

EIIKST A. BESSE~,  explorer for the United 
States Department of Agriculture, has re-
turned from his journey into Turkestan, and 
has entered the University of Halle for further 
botanical study. The easternmost point reached 
by hinl was Andijan, in the province of 
Ferghana. 

AT the annual meeting of the American 
Antiquarian Society, held at  Worcester, Mass., 
on October 21, 1902, Dr. Albert S. Gatschct, 
of the Bureau of American Ethnology, and Dr. 
Alexander E. Chamberlain, of Clark Unirer- 
sity, were elected members. 

T ~ T EHon. C. A. Parsons, F.R.S., lrnown for 
his work on the steam turbine, has been elected 
an honorary fellow of St. John's College, Cam-
bridge. 

NORTI-IWESTERK will confer the UKIVERSITY 
degree of LL.D. on Professor Adolf Lorenz, 
the Viennese surgeon, at present in this 
country. 

TIIE committee on science and arts of the 
Franklin Institute has recommentled the 
award of the John Scott legacy medals ancl 
premiums to William A. Doble, of San Fran- 
cisco, for his improvements in tangential 
water wheels; to Xorton P. Otis, Rudolph C. 
Smith, John D. Ihlder and August Sundt for 
their improvements in electric elevntors for 
private residences; to James Reagan, of Phil- 
adelphia, for his improvements in grate bars, 
slid to H. Ward T,eonard, oP Bronxrille, N. IT., 
for his ryqtenl of motor cos~trol. 
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DR. SWALE VIXCENT,lecturer on histology 
at the University College, Cardiff, and for- 
merly assistant professor of physiology at Uni- 
versity College, London, who has already made 
numerous contributions to the literature of 
the ductless glands, has been appointed to the 
research scholarship for the study of the 
thymus and other ductless glands recently 
e~tablished in England by Mr. J. Francis 
Mason. Mr. Mason has also made a dona-
tion of £200 to the laboratory of the Edin- 
burgh Royal College of Physicians to enable 
the medical superintendent, Dr. Noel Paton, 
to carry out a conlbined research on ductless 
glands. 

MR. L. DOXOASTER,of King's College, Cam- 
bridge, has been granted the university table 
at the Naples Zoological Station. 

PROFESSOR of has been RIBBERT, Marburg, 
appointed director of the Pathological Insti- 
tute at Gijttingen in successioil to Professor 
Orth, who has succeeded the late Professor 
Virchow as professor af pathology in Berlin. 

PROFESSOR vice-principal of PERCNAL, the 
Surrey and Kent South-Eastern Agricultural 
College at Wye, has been appointed director 
of the agricultural department at the Uni-
versity College, Reading. 

PROFESSOR of YerkesE. E. BARNARD, the 
Observatory of the University of Chicago, 
gave two lectures in New York city last week, 
his subject being ' N e b u l ~  and the Nebular 
Theory.' 

THE New York Academy of Medicine held 
its fifty-fifth anniversary meeting on Novem- 
ber 6. Dr. Andrew H. Smith made an ad-
dress entitled 'Past, Present and Future of 
the Academy,' and Major W. C. Gorgas and 
Surgeon Ross described the measures that 
have suppressed yellow fever in Havana. 

THEHarben lectures of the Royal Institute 
of Public Health were given in King's Col-
lege, London, by Major Ronald Ross, C.B., 
F.R.S., lecturer on tropical diseases, Univer- 
sity College, Liverpool, on November 10, 11 
and 12. The subject was 'Interinittcnt 
Fever.' 

WE learn from Nature that the British 
home secretary has appointed a committee to 

inquire into the use of electricity in mines 
and the dangers attending it, and to report 
what measures should be adopted in the in- 
terests of safety by the establishment of spe- 
cial rules or otherwise. The committee con-
sists of Mr. H. H. S. Cunynghame, C.B. 
(chairman), Mr. Charles Fenwick, M.P., Mr. 
Archibald I-Iood, past president of the Mining 
Association of Great Britain, Mr. James 
Swinburne, president of the Institution of 
Electrical Engineers, and Mr. W. N. Atkin-
son and Mr. A. 11. Stokes, 1I.M. inspectors 
of mines. The secretary of the committee is 
Captain A. Desborough, H.M. inspector of 
explosives. 

A PORTRAI? of the late Professor Peter 
Guthrie Tait was unveiled in the combina- 
tion room of Peterhouse College on October 
29. Lord Kelvin made the speech of presen- 
tation and a speech was also made by Sir 
George Stokes. 

THE University of London has addressed a 
letter of sympathy to the University of Berlin 
on the occasion of the death of Professor 
Virchow. 

MR. GEORGE HUESMANN, at one tirnewho 
filled the chair of pomology and forestry in 
the University of Missouri, and was known 
for his contributions to pomology and viti- 
culture, has died in California at the age of 
seventy-five years. 

DR.ROBERTC. KEDZIE, for forty years pro- 
cessor of chemistry at the Michigan Agricul- 
tural College, died on November 7, at  the age 
of seventy-nine years. 

DR. FREDERICK of Philadelphia, A. PACHARD, 
past presiaent of the Pathological and Pedi- 
atric societies, died on November 1, at the 
age of forty years. 

THE Rev. Dr. Wiltshire, from 1872 to 1896 
connected with King's College, London, as 
lecturer and professor of geology and miner- 
alogy, died on October 25. He published in 
1859 a treatise on ' The Red Chalk of Eng-
land,' which was followed by 'The Ancient 
Flint Implements of Porkshire ' (1862), 'The 
Chief Groups of the Cephalopoda' (1869), 
'The Red Chalk of Hunstallton' (1869), and 
later by 'The History of Coal' (1878). 
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TEIEAsqocaiation German Men of Science 
arid Physicians will hold its meeting. next 
yrar a t  Rassel. 

socationol the ilmerican InstitIlte 
of Electrical has~~~~i~~~~~~ been 
a t  Fittsblirgh, and held its first meeting on 
November 6. 

MRS.PI~OIGBE gifts for archeology I%EA~XST'S 
and arrthropology a t  the University of Cali-
forriia amounted to $111,000 during the last 
academic year. Excavations have been rnade 
in Egypt by Drs. Ttoisner, Gunfcl and Il lmt 

and in Peru by TJhlej whil(. 'lfred 
Erncrsori has made extensive caollcctions oP 
Greek, Roman and Etruscan antlc~ultios. Dr. 
Icrocher and Mr. Goddard liavc btcn engagcd 
in worli nltloilg the Indians in California. 

'r-tr~ public library which Mr. Andrew 
Carriegie has giver1 to the city of \Vashington 
will be dedicated on 1)eccmlicr 16. I t  is hopetl 
that Mr. Carnegie will be present. 

y t l ~  of the N~~ yorli public. 
Library was laid by Nayor Low on Norembcr 
10. The n~arblc facade of the building, on 
Fifth Avenue and 42d St., is already partly 
rrpc>ted; ll~herl conlpleted i t  will cost over 
%3.000.000. 

The Elect~~ical Wo~lda d  E n g i n ~ c j rstatcs 
thai ilic Grrinan Socicty of Rnyinecrs has 
undertalien thc publication of a polyglot tccli- 

UNIV&;ESIil'Y AND EDUCATTONA 11 NEW8.  

T ~ J Esubscril>tions for the colnpletion of the 
buildings of the University of Durham Col-
Icge of Science in memory of Lord Arrnstrolig 
anlount to £31,000, and an  anollylnous donor 
has promised £10,000 additional if the total 
should reach &50,000 by tllc end of the year. 

E'no~rtssoss oP Corrirll University who reach 
the age of seventy years will hereafter be re- 
tired with a pension. Their salary will be 
caontinued for one year, antl they will there- 
after receive $1,500 a year for four years 
which tirrio will doubtless be extended. T11c.y 
will acaf,as hpecial Icctlirers with such duties 
as may he assigned to them. Professor I. Y. 
Roberts, of the Collrge oC Agriculture, is 
the only man of sclericc who will be affected 
by this provision. 

l)rc.joNEER of:sWAIN,formerlyprofessor 

Inatbelnatics a t  Indiana ant1 Stnnfortl ITl1i- 
versities, and since 1893 ,,f ~ ~ d 
University, will be installed as president of 

Swarthrnore Collegc, on November 15. 

TIIEIRoston Evening Tmnse~ipt states, we 
do not know how correctly illformen, that Pro- 

fossor Jacques Loeb, of the University of 
Chicago, will go to the Ur~iversity of Cali-
fornia to accept its newly estalulislled chair 
in physiology. 

I'rtor~~ssonE. A. F u ~ w r e shas resigned the 
directorship of the College of Civil Engineer- 
ing, Corncll University, but remains connected 

~ I I P  co0pert~tio11nical dictionary, and ~olic~its  with the Univrrsity as professor of astronomy. 
of engineers througl~ont t l ~ c  uorld to ~+c~ntlcr 
thc work of the highest posiiblc value.' Dr. 
Alfred Miillcr, 150 Nassau Street, New York, 
is authorized by the Society to arrarrgc in this 
country f o r  c.ollalr)oration in the work, and 
alq3lieation nlay be made to hiru for furthrr 
information on thc subject. Mr. Nuller ulill 
snpply collnhorators with not(,-bool,i cspc~ria1l.y 
arraxigccl for their usc. 

' l ' l r~  New York Civil Service, Corrrmisiion 
announces cxanlinations 0x1 Novcnibcr 29, to 
fill the position of hactcriologist in tltc state 
hospitals a t  a salary of $100 a mol1th; and of 
pliysieinn with a salary beginning a t  $ROO a 
ymr anti increasing to $1,000. 

i ) ~ .  H. W A L ~ E RW J L I , ~ A ~ ~  has becn appointed 
associate professor of industrial clremistry a t  
thc AIassachusetts Institute of Technology. 
l h r  ihc past Ccw years h r  has been a mmrrk2cr 
of the fir111 oC Little ancl Walker, consnlting 
cal~emists, antl in this connection he l u ~ s  had 
a valuable tccl~nical c~xl)cricnce. 

AT Carnbriclge TJi~iversity Mr. J . R. Qardirier 
has bren appointeti clclnonstrator i n  animal 
ii~orphology in succession to Mr. J. Graham 
Ucrr. 

E. W. 11. 'r. IIr;oso;.i, I5.A.. St. Jolln's 
Polleg,=, Carnbri&rc, beell appoillterl lee-
turcr in nlathcmatici a t  lTnivcrsitS College, 
Idiverpool. 


