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ADDRESS TO THE ENGINEERING SECTION
OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION.*

Tris Section has had sixty-six presi-
dents, all different types of engineer. As
each has had perfect freedom in choosing
the subject for his address, and each has
known of the rulet that presidential ad-
dresses are not subject to debate after-
wards, and as, being an engineer, he has
always been a man of originality, of course
he has always chosen a subject outside his
own work. An engineer knows that the
great inventions, the great suggestions of
change in any profession, come from out-
siders. Lawyers seem like fish out of water
when trying to aect as law-makers. The
radical change that some of us hope to see
before we die in the construection of loco--
motives will certainly not come from a
locomotive superintendent, who cannot im-
agine a locomotive which is not somehow
a lineal descendant of the Rocket.

Henece it is that in almost every case the
President of this Section has devoted a
small or large part of his address to the
subject of the education of engineers. I
grant that every president has devoted his
life to the education of one engineer—him-

* Given at the Belfast meeting.

t The Committees of Sections G and L have
arranged a discussion on ‘ The Education of Engi-
neers,” this address being regarded as opening the

Thus the rule is not in force this
year.




