
SCIENCE. 


THE ELISHA MITCHELL SCIENTIFIC SOCIETY. 

THE 136th meeting of the  Society was held 
a t  the  University of North Carolina, on Tues- 
day evening, October 8, when the  following 
papers were presented : 

' Interpretation of the Value 0-' : PROFESSORWIL-
0 


LIAM GAIN. 
'The Work of the Beaufort Laboratory during the 

Season of 1901': PROFESSORH. V. WILSOK. 
'Note on the Existence of a New Element associ- 

ated with Thorium ' : PROFESSORCHAS. BASKER- 
VILLE. 

T h e  permanent secretary, President F. P. 
Venable, reported some fonr or five hundred 
exchanges as  continued, and favorable progress 
in the cataloging and binding of the  journals 
received in exchange. 

The  following officers were elected for the 
year : President, Dr. H. V. Wilson ; Vice-Presi-
dent, Dr. A. S. Wheeler ;  Secretary, Dr. Chas. 
Baskerville. 

CHARLES BABKERVILLE, 
Secretary. 

DISCUSS10 N A N D  CORRESPONDENCE. 

AN INSTITUTE FOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 

RESEARCH. 


TO TEE EDITOR O F  SCIENCE I n  these days : 
when large endowments are  made for further- 
ing scientific research in many directions, it  is 
only natural that  bibliographers and librarians 
should look forward eagerly to a n  endowment 
in the interest of that  science which is the 
foundation of library work and,  in a way, of 
all scientific investigation. Without bibliog-
raphies knowledgeof what has been previously 
done in the  various sciences would be wellnigh 
impossible ; the investigator would be groping 
in the dark,  and many a work would be written 
t6 demonslrate what had already been well 
demonstrated. Without bibliographies the  
building up  of a n  ever so modest library would 
be beset with difficulties without end. 

The  thought that  such a n  endowment must 
be made was in everybody's mind a t  the  meet- 
ing this summer of the American Library As- 
sociation. The  plans f& cataloging a t  one 
place books for all libraries in  the country, 
which were discussed a t  the  last two confer- 

ences of the Association (Montreal, 1900, and  
Waukesha, 1901), presuppose a central bureau 
of some kind to organize the  work and  carry i t  
out. The  generous way in which the Librarian 
of Congress met the  Publishing Board of the  
Association gives assurance tha t  the  catalogu- 
ing of the current literature will he taken care 
of through t h e  National Library. But  this is 
only one part of the needed work. If thus t h e  
American literature of the new century will he 
permanently recorded (it is to  be hoped t h a t  
t h e  work will be retrospective so a s  to  cover 
the whole of the year 1901) we shall still lack 
a n  accurate bibliography of the American lit- 
erature of past times. 

There are  other works of great importance 
that  should be undertaken. Let  me mention a 
few : 

Bolton's catalogue of scientific and techni- 
cal periodicals covers only one group of sci-
ences and does not cover that  one completely. 
A complete and accurate catalogue of serial 
publications of all kinds, including such a s  a r e  
published by societies, academies and  other in  
stitutions, is a desideratum. 

There is no critical and  complete bibliog- 
raphy of bibliographies in  existence. Petz-
holdt's monumental work does not go beyond 
1866, and Henri  Stein's recent volume, while 
bringing his predecessor's work fairly down to 
date, is anything but critical. I t  is doubtfnl 
whether a really authoritative catalogue of 
bibliographies can be produced without the  
cooperation of bibliographers and specialists 
in this country and Europe. 

T h e  catalogue of scientific literature under- 
taken under the  auspices of the &oyal Society 
of London has met  with gratifjing support 
fiom American libraries. But the  (Regional 
Bureau ' for America tha t  should do our par t  
of the  work is not yet  founded. The  Smith- 
sonian Institution has provisionally undertaken 
to act  as  Regional Bureau,' but with all the  
other demands on i t  i t  is uncertain how long it  
can continue to  cooperate in  this work. 

This catalogue is planned to cover only the  
natural and physical science?. I t  is of t h e  
utmost importance that  other sciences also 
should be covered by similar catalogues. 

Furthermore, t h e  Royal Bociety catalogue 



[N. S. VOL. XIV. NO. 355. 

covers only t h e  current literature. T h e  older 
publications should not be neglected, but  should 
be  cata\oged i n  a series of monographs on 
special subjects. 

T h e  annotation of books by experts, advo 
cated for many years with rare  enthusiasm by 
Mr. George Iles, o r  a t  least the  indexing and 
condensing of authoritative bo,)k reviews, is 
anotticr work tha t  would naturally come 
within the  scope of a Central Cataloguing 
Bureau. 

And finally, the  bibliographical interests need 
as1 organ of their own where problems can be 
discussed and results made known. 

I t  is clear t h a t  all  these various undertakings, 
if carried out simultaneously, would result in 
a great deal of unnecessary duplication were 
there no central organization to guide and su- 
pervise the  whole, and,  if no provision were 
made for the  utilization in many places of any  
title entry needed in several catalogues, with- 
ou t  the  necessity of setting up  the  matter anew 
for every time. As long ago a s  1850, Professor 
Charles C. Jewett  proposed tha t  stereotype 
plates be made of the  titles of all  the books in 
American libraries, these to  be kept  a t  t h e  
Smithsonian Tnstitution and t o  be utilized for 
the printing of catalognes of any library desir- 
ing it. T h e  cost was too large then and  the  
proposition too new. Whet  was then looked 
upon a s  t h e  visionary, though interest~ng,  
dream of a n  enthusiast, is  now a reality, proved 
t o  be of rconomic value. T h e  expe~ience  of 
t h e  .Tohn Crer:ir Library with electrotype plates 
for title entries, u-;ed for printing of catalogues 
in hook form t ~ s  well a s  on cards, has been tha t  
t h e  cost of making these plates and of their 
care alid h a n d l ~ n g  is less than tha t  of prinling 
t h e  same matter  over again from newly set 

type. 
The  purpose of these lines has been to call 

attention to the  need of a n  Institute for Bib- 
liographical Itesearch where al l  the  biblio-
graphical and l i l ~ a r y  intere5ts of the  country 
would center, and I hope that  they may reach 
some one who might be able and willing to  en- 
dow such an institute. 

DISCORD. 


T O  THE EDITOIL SCIJCNCE:
OF Permit me to 
respond briefly to  Mr. W .  L e  Conte Stevens's 
remarks on Discord and Psychology7 in the  
issue of SCIENCE (1) Howfor September 20. 
Mr. Stevens found out that  I had not read t h e  
investigations of Professor Mayer on this sub- 
ject is a n  enigma to me. His  intimation tha t  
they were unknown to me is Based solely on 
t h e  fact that  I d o  not swear by the  authority of 
these investigations, made 25 years ago (1875). 
I have known them for many years. ISot I 
know also many more recent investigations 
which (10 not agree with those of Mayer. Phys-
icists who a re  interested in psychological theo- 
ries and  discuss them in their text-books may 
keep u p  with current literature by looking once 
a year a t  the  Psychological Index, '  published 
annually by the Psycholo~ical Review, o r  a t  any  
other psychological bibliograpliy. (2) With Mr. 
Stevens's request to  criticize from the  psycho- 
logical standpoint the sentences quoted by him, 
I shall gladly comply by quotinga few sentences 
from a physicist who was unusuitllg familiar 
with psychological literature, nanlely the  la te  
Professor Melde, who says (Winkelmann7s 
'Handbuch der Physilr,' T., p. 789): Eine 
Hauptstijrung eines regelmissigen Tones oder 
eines coi~sonirenden Zusammenklanges bilden 
die Stosse oder Schwebungen. Sie konnen 
durcbs Zusammenwirken der  prirnaren Tiine, 
also durch Interferenz entstehen, oder es  kiin- 
nen auch auf rein mechanische Weise solche 
Stiisse erzeugt werden. Ihre Wirkung muss in 
beiden FIillen mehr oder weniger die einer 
Beimischnng eines Rasselgeriiusches sein. Zur 
Erk l i rung  cles inneren Wesens einer Con oder 
Dissonanz konnen aher nach des Verfassers 
Ueberzengung auch uicht die Stosse (viz., auoh 
nicht Nebentono) herangezogen cverden, denn 
eine sogenannte Dissonanz 6esfrht richerbich nuch 
oline jedes Verlrunde?luein aon Sfossen." Let  me 
further quote from Stumpf, Konsoliarlz und  
Dissonanz' (1808), p. 5, where the  author dis- 
cLrsses t h e  very investigations of Professor Msyer 
which I am supposed to have ignored : l L Wir 
konnen Intermissionen in belichiqer flreqzcenz 

A K ~ E I ,G. lj. JOSEPIISON.auch bei zwei konsonanten Tonen kiinstlich her- 

THEJOHN LIBR\RY, stellen, 0/,7ze dass sic dissonant wurtlen." Citic~d~b CHICAGO, 
Sept. 10, 1901. When there a re  beats, the  psychologist speaks 


