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cuse for presenting the paper before the 
work was completed. Having made these 
observations quite four years ago, in the 
interim he has been engaged in securing 
direct from monazite sufficient quantity of 
pure thorium salts. Five thousand liters 
of solutiop have been worked up. The 
author's supply of the element has been 
much augmented through the kindness 
of Dr. Waldron Shopleigh, of the TVels-
bach Light Company, who presented him 
with two kilograms of his purest tho-
rium oxalate. Last fall the author 
wrote Professor Bohnslar Brauner, of 
Prague, who had made the most recent 
atomic weight determinations of thorium, 
about his experiments. Kot hearing from 
Dr. Brauner, the author was surprised 
to see in the Proceeclings of the Lol~clola 
Cl~e ln icu l  Society, April 10, 1901, an article 
on ' Contributions to the Chemistry of Tho- 
rinm ' by Dr. Brauner, in which he states 
that he had fractioned thorium by hydroly- 
sis of the oxalate into two bodies which he 
terms Tho and Th,3. Brauner's work a3 
reported was by no means complete. TTTl~hile 
the author insists that he holds the very 
highest opinion of Professor Brauner, and 
while neither his work nor the motives 
prompting Professor Brauner in making 
this preliminary publication are called into 
question, in justice of the author's work 
along these lines, i t  was not deemed un-
scientific to present the results of incom- 
plete observations. 

' The Systematic Investigation of Soils,' 
by 33. IV. KILGORE. 

After the transaction of some miscel-
laneous business the Section adjournecl to 
meet in the summer. C. B. TVILLIA~IS, 
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THEg r e a t  ac t iv i ty  i n  paleobotauical  research  
which characterizes t h e  work  of t h e  U. S .  Geo- 
logical Su rvey  finds renewed expression in  t h e  
recent ly  issued ' S t a t u s  of t h e  Mesozoic F lo ra s  
of t h e  Un i t ed  Sta tes , '  b y  Professor W a r d ,  w i th  
t h e  collaboration of Professor \V. 11. Fonta ine ,  
Mr.  A t reus  W a n n e r  a n d  Dr .  F. H. Knowlton.  
Wi thou t  a t t empt ing  a republication of resul ts  
wh ich  have  a l r eady  appea red ,  t h e  au tho r  a ims  
t o  p re sen t  a ' succinct  account  of t h e  progress 
t h u s  far  m a d e  i n  t h e  direction of developing 
t h e  &!Iesozoic F lo ra s  of t h e  Un i t ed  Sta tes , '  
e n ~ l m e r a t i n g  for t h e  severa l  formations,  geo-
graphica l  a r eas  a n d  special  localities t h e  fossil 
p l an t s  t h a t  h a v e  been found,  a n d  also g iv ing 
a complete  bibliography of t h e  w o r k  accom-
plished, w i t h  special  reference t o  correlation.  
Questions of expediency h a v e  necessitated a 
division of t h e  w o r k  in to  t w o  parts.  T h e  first 
of these  t o  which o u r  a t t en t ion  is  n o w  di rec ted  
discusses t h e  Older  &!tesozoic, whi le  t h e  second 
p a r t  will  deal  with t h e  Younge r  Nesozoic o r  
Cretaceous. 

T h e  Triassic flora is  represented  b y  a descrip- 
t i on  of seventy-six species o r  forms, of which 
nineteen a r e  recorded for  t h e  first t ime,  a n d  
a m o n g  these  l a t t e r  is t o  be  no ted  t h e  n a m e  of 
a n e w  genus-Yorkia-which h a s  been given by 
Mr.  W a n n e r  a n d  provisionally adop ted  b y  Pro-  
fessor W a r d  t o  identify a possible grass  which is  
n o t  ve ry  clearly defined a s  such  b y  t h e  figures 
g iven,  a l t hough  t h e  l a t t e r  a r e  ve ry  suggestive 
of a p l an t  of Monocotyledonous t y p e  which 
serves  t o  recall  t h e  Poucitee of Sapor ta .  

T h e  	 incompleteiless of t h e  paleobotailical 

*TTTard, Lester F., Status of the illesozoic Floras 
of the United States. The Older nZesozoic. Second 
Annual Report of the U. S. Geol. Surv., 1898-99. 
TS'ashiugton, 1900. Pp. 21.5-430. Plates XX1.- 
C L S X I S .  


