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CONVOCATION WEEK.

THE action of the Association of American
Universities recommending the adoption of
a ‘convocation week’ to permit learned
societies to hold their meetings at some
other period than during the summer vaca-
tion has already been reported in these
columns. The action was taken in conse-
quence of the request made officially to the
Association by the committee appointed by
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of -Science. The vote determining
the recommendation was unanimous, and
has now been reported formally to the four-

" teen universities which are members of the

Association making the recommendation.
The next step must be the adoption of
the plan by our higher educational institu-
It is therefore .desirable that all
scientific men should understand the proj-

tions.

ect, which may properly claim universa
support. '

The week proposed is that in which
January 1st falls. In some universities,
as for example Yale, this week is already
included in the regular vacation, so that
for them no change is involved. Many

universities have- already a vacation be-

“ginning just before Christmas and extend-
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ing to the second or third of the following
January. For them the changes will be
slight. In those cases in which the two or
three days involved cannot, in the opinion
of those deciding, be spared, it will prob-
ably be practicable to shorten correspond-
ingly one or more of the vacations at other
As regards the few
colleges and technical schools which do
not have the usual Christmas vacation, it
may be suggested that it will suffice to vote

periods of the year.

to grant leave of absence during convoca-
tion week to those who desire to attend
the society meetings, and perhaps later,
when the ‘week’ has an assured and
clearly permanent place these institutions,
will conform to what will then be a recog-
nized as a prevailing custom.

Columbia University has the honorable
distinction of being the first to adopt the im-
portant innovation, and has already changed
its calendar for 1901-1902, setting free the
week of January first for convocation pur-
It is expected that several other
universities also will soon announce their
adherence to the plan, and it is hoped that
in a short time the majority of American
and Canadian universities will adopt the
recommendation under consideration.

The reasons for asking for the estab-
lishment of a convocation week are obvious,

poses.

since they are the direct outcome of condi-
tions and experiences which are distinct-
ively American and are familiar to all.
The general proposition that annual
meetings of scientific men are desirable re-
quires no demonstration. Every one real-
izes that, after remaining a long time within

the circle of his own university, it is im-

SCIENCLE.

[N.S. Vor. XIII. No. 330.

mensely stimulating to meet with a number
of other men, pursuing the same branch of
science. Moreover, the oral presentation
of the results of investigation has certain
real advantages over the written form,
while the informal discussions at meetings
are frequently worth more than the whole
cost and trouble of attendance. The gain
in these ways and many others is so great
for the professors that it must be consid-
ered an important part of sound university
policy to encourage and promote attendance
at scientific meetings, since thereby a uni-
versity can easily, and often greatly, in-
crease the value of its teaching staff.

It is to be recalled next that attempts to
hold meetings in summer time encounter
difficulties so serious that such attempts
are and can be only “partially successful.
It is the conviction that this difficulty is
great and without remedy which has led
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science to wish to change its time
of meeting to the winter season. It ac-
cordingly appointed a committee to take
necessary action for this purpose. The
committee, of which Dr. Minot is chairman
and Professor Cattell secretary, is consti-
tuted by Charles 8. Minot, President-Elect ;
R. 8. Woodward, President ; L. O. Howard,
Permanent Secretary; E. 1. Nichols and
J. McK. Cattell.

The tropical character of the American
summer has led to the gradual extension
of the national custom of scattering to
mountain, seashore and country, and those
connected with universities utilize the long
vacation to settle down in a summer home,
from which it is more than difficult to en-
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tice them. It must be further remembered
that all those whose studies are with na-
ture—the geologists, botanists, zoologists,
anthropologists and others—use the sum-
mer for their expeditions, so that for many
of them attendance at summer meetings is
impossible.

On the other hand, there has grown up
within the last dozen or fifteen years the
custom of holding meetings of learned
societies during the brief Christmas holi-
days. The first society to adopt this time
for its gathering was the American Society
of Naturalists, which held its first Decem-
ber meeting in New York, in 1883. Since
then a number of other societies, more or
less national in scope, have been formed
and hold their meetings during the same
period. 'We may mention among scientific
societies the following :

The American Society of Naturalists.

The American Morphological Society.

The Association of American Anatomists.

The American Bacteriological Society.

The American Physiological Society.

The American Psychological Association.

The American Folklore Society. '

The American Society of Plant Morphology and
Physiology.

The Anthropological Section of the American As-
gociation.

The Geological Society of America.

The American Chemical Society.

The American Mathematical Society.

The American Physical Society.

All these societies, we think, without ex-
ception, have found from experience that the
Christmas holidays are a convenient time
for their meetings, except in one respect—
that the time is too short, especially when
Christmas day falls on a Wednesday or
Thursday, for then Sunday falling half way
between Christmas and New Year, it is
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impracticable to get more than two days
for a meeting, and two days, as we have all
learned, is far too brief a time for our needs.

These circumstances point obviously to
the lengthening of the Christmas vacation
past New Year as the remedy, hence the
selection of the week in which the first of
January falls as ¢ convocation week.’

Should the proposition be carried out, it
will afford an opportunity for the elevation
of science in America of inestimable value
and will be a contribution to the adyance-
ment of learning in all its branches, well
worthy to initiate the progress of the new
century.

THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES.

THE annual stated session of the National
Academy of Sciences was held in Washing-
ton, April 16 to 18 inclusive. The follow-
ing papers were read :

‘The Climatology of the Isthmus of Panama’:
HENRY L. ABBOT.

‘The Effects of Secular Cooling and Meteoric Dust
on the Length of the Terrestial Day’: R. S. Woob-
WARD.

¢The Use of Formule in demonstrating the Rela-
tions of the Life History of an Individual to the Evo-
lution of its Group’: ALPHEUS HYATT.

¢ Artificial Parthenogenesis and its Relation to Nor-
mal Fertilization ’: E. B. WILSON.

¢ Simultaneous Volumetric and Electric Gradua-

tion of the Condensation Tube’: CARL BARUS.
: ¢Table of Results of an Experimental Enquiry re-
garding the Nutritive Action of Alcohol, prepared by
Professor W. O. Atwater, of Middletown, Conn.’:
Presented by J. 8. BILLINGS.

‘ The Significance of the Dissimilar Limbs of the
Ornithopodous Dinosaurs ’: THEO. GILL.

‘The Place of Mind in Nature’: J. W. POWELL.

¢ The Foundation of Mind’: J. W. POWELL.

¢ Conditions Affecting the Fertility of Sheep and
the Sex of their Offspring ’: ALEXANDER GRAHAM
BELL.

¢ The New Spectrum ’: S. P. LANGLEY.

Mr. Alexander Agassiz, of Cambridge,
Mass., was elected president of the Acad-




