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TVISCONSIN. 

AT the  meeting of the  Science Club of the  
University of Wisconsin, held May 22d, Mr. J. 
B. Johnson presented a paper on ' Recently im- 
proved Methods of Sewage disposal.' The  paper 
was devoted to a consideration of the  principles 
underlying modern methods of treatment rather 
than the  details of construction of sewage plants. 
The  chemical and the  bacteriological methods 
of sewage disposal were contrasted and the for- 
mer shown to be too largely a n  artificial process, 
since it  fails to  make use of nature's effective 
agents-the bacteria-which when afforded 
suitable conditions change organic wastes into 
soluble productas and  finally into the  inorganic 
nitrates and  nitrites which constitute so largely 
the  food of plants. T h e  chemical precipitation 
plants were considered as  belonging to a past 
stage in the  development of sanitary science, 
and wherever installed a re  now looked upon a s  
a n  incubus t o  be got rid of a s  soon as  pos-
sible. 

The  combined septic t ank  and coutact bed 
method, which mas first used a t  Exeter,  Eng- 
land, in  1896, and which is throughout a bac- 
teriological method, Mr. Johnson regards as  t h e  
most satisfactory solution of the  sewage problem. 
T h e  essential peculiarity of the  method is tha t  
i t  affords in the  septic t ank  to which the  sewage 
is first conducted the ideal conditions for the  
action of the  anerobic bacteria whose function 


