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THE P R E  V A L  EATT D I S E A S E S  I N  T H E  P H I L I P -  
PIh'ES.* 

\VE have the honor to submit to you a 
brief account of our work and movements 
in carrying out your commission to study 
the prevalent diseases in the Philippine 
Archipelago. Your commissioners, con-
sisting of Dr. Simon Flexner and Dr. L. F. 
Barker, to whom were voluntarily attached 
Messrs. J. M. Flint and F. P. Gay, of the 
Medical School, the latter having given 
their time and paid all their own expenses, 
sailed from Vancouver on March 29,1899, 
send arrived in Manila, May 4th, where they 
immediately established themselves for the 
purpose of the work mentioned. Owing to 
the military situation i t  was found im-
practicable to visit other ports in the Archi- 
pelago, or to penetrate into the interior of 
the Island of Luzon. The entire time, 
therefore, of the commission was spent in 
the study of disease existing among the 
natives and American troops in Manila and 
a t  Cavite. 

W O R E  I N  JAPAN AND HONG-KONG. 

As transport sailings were uncertain and 
the passage out by them slow, i t  was de-
cided to save time and go by fast steamer, 
the Canadian Pacific Railway giving es- 

* Report upon an expedition sent by the Johns Hop- 
kins University to President Gilman, Doctors Welch 
and Osler, Philippine Committee of the Johns Hop- 
kins University Medical School. 



would be interesting to have the term envelope, 
here presented in the usual way, so defined as 
to exclude all curves, such as the node locus, 
which are not properly tangent to curves of 
the family. 

C. J. KEYSER. 
C o ~ u n f ~ I aUNIVERSITY. 

G. 	V. de Lapouge : llAryen : Son r61e social. 
Paris. 1899. 8vo. Pp. xx + 569. 
The thesis of this work is that the tall, blond 

dolichocephalic race of the north of Europe has 
constituted the progressive and socially domi- 
nant element among the so-called Aryan peoples 
from prehistoric times to the present. In  con- 
nection with the author's "earlier work les Se-
lections sociales (Paris, 1896), it  is the best pres- 
entation of the results of the new school of 
anthropologists of which Laponge and Otto 
Ammon are the leaders. If the results derived 
from the data now available are confirmed by 
wider investigation, they will obviously be of 
great significance for students of psychology, 
history and sociology, as well as anthropology. 
Further investigations ought now to be carried 
forward by individuals or institutions that have 
the means to prosecute them on an adequate 
scale. 

CABLOSC. CLOSSON. 
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The Journal of Geology, Jan.-Feb., 1900. Vol. 

8, No. 1. ' Suggestions Regarding the Classifi- 
cation of the Igneous Rocks,' by William H. 
Hobbs. he article sets forth the present con- 
dition of the nomenclature and classification and 
offers many valuable suggestions, which if fol- 
lowed will certainly assist in extricating the sci- 
ence ofpetrology from the burden of names and 
complication of systems under which its students 
are ilow laboring. The importance of chemical 
composition in determining the classification of 
rocks and the use of diagrams to show the re- 
lations is emphasized. 

'Dentition of some Devonian Fishes,' by C. R. 
Eastman. The dental characters of some species 
of the genera Dinichthys, Clododus and Dip- 
terus, with comparative notes and illustrations 
of some types are discussed. 

'Ancient Alpine Glaciers of the Sierra Costa 
Mountains in California,' by Oscar H.  Rershey. 
The author describes in detail the characters 
of several of the ancient glaciers of this moun- 
tain range, and concludes from their study that 
they were probably of late Wisconsin age, and 
that they existed under the same climatic con- 
ditions as a t  present, but a t  an elevation of 
about 3000 feet higher than now. 

An Attempt to Test the Nebular Hypothesis 
by the Relation of Masses and Momenta,' by T. 
C. Chamberlin. In  a comparison of the mo- 
ment of momentum of the nebular system with 
moment of momentum of the present system, 
on the basis of purely mechanical laws, sus-
ceptible of mathematical computation, making 
every concession in favor of the Laplacian 
hypothesis, the nebular moment of momentum 
is 213 times larger than the present moment of 
momentum of the system, where the dynamic 
law would require them to be equal. Besides 
this very great discrepancy which is hard to ex- 
plain on the Laplacian hypothesis, there are 
individual discrepancies among the planets of 
even greater significance. These range from 
141 to 1for the Jovian nebula to 1208 to 1for the 
'terrestrial nebula, with very great irregularity 
in the distribution from Mercury to Neptune. 
In  the relation of the ratios of planetary masses 
to their momenta, it  appears that Jupiter carried 
away one tenth of one per cent. of the nebular 


